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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1775

Met according to adjournment.

The Committee of Acco" produced sundry accounts, viz.

An acco' from Timothy Matlack, employed as clerk,

amounting to sixty pounds fifteen shillings.

Ordered.! that the same be paid.

The Congress proceeded to the election of a Brigadier

General and the votes being brought in and the ballots

examined, it was found that Col. [John] Armstrong and

Col. [Joseph] Fry had equal votes.

On motion, Resolved, That the appointment of a Briga-

dier general be deferred.

The Congress then proceeded in the consideration of

Gen' Washington's letters.

Resolved, That General Washington be ordered to issue

commissions to majors [Philip ?] Box, [Alexander] Scam-
mell, and Samuel Brewer, as Brigade Majors.

On motion made. Resolved, that General Schuyler be

empowered to nominate and appoint a proper person to

the offi(^e of Brigade Majoi- in the army under his com-
mand and to issue a commission accordingly.

Resolved, That the pay of the judge Advocate for the

army in the Massachusetts bay, for himself and clerk, fifty

dollars per month, from the time of his ap)K)intment.

That a committee of five bo appointed to take into con-

sideration the memorial of the Commissary general,

[Joseph Trumbull] and report their opinion on the best

means of supplying the army with |»rovisions.'

'This action Hpems to have been taken on a letttr from Wawhin^ton liated 7 Soji-

tember, 1773, incIoMing a proposal (unNig^nod) by Joseph Trumbull. The letter is

endorsed " Read l)efore Coiipress, 21 Sept A Committee appointinl un the subject."

Both papers are in Papirtof Ihe Continenttil (lonyrcw, No. 15L', I, folios 10i>-113.
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The votes being taken, the following persons were
elected, viz. Mr. [Thomas] Willing, Mr. [Silas] Deane,

Mr. P[hilip] Livingston, Mr. [Thomas] Gushing and Mr.
[Samuel] Ward.
An account of James Milligan, amounting to eighteen

hundred and fifteen pounds 15. %. pensj^vania currency

for sundry sail cloth, Russia Sheeting, oznabrigs, &c.

bought ||at the desire of Mr. Wilson, by order of the Con-
gress, llfor the ||use of the|| continental army, ||amounting

to 4,842 3-90 dollars.
II

Ordered^ that this be referred to the Committee of Ac-
counts and that if upon examination it be found right

they immediately pay it.

The Committee of Accounts produced an acco! from the

Committee of Berks County amounting to two thousand

and seventy pounds, nine shillings, advanced and paid for

the riffle companies and Col. [William] Thompson.
Ordered^ That this be referred back to the Committee,

who are to examine and pay the acco!

Ordered^ that the President write to Gen' Washington
and request him to order Col. [William] Thompson im-
mediately to send to the Congi-ess an account of the ex-

penditiu-e of 5,000 dollars paid him bj'' order of the Congress

on the 29"" July, being in advance for the service of a

Battalion of Rifflemen under his command.'
Resolved^ That the Congress will, to Morrow, take into

consideration the state of the trade of N. America.

Adjourned till to Morrow 9 o'Clock.

' Thompson's statement of accomit is in the Paper» of the CmUinerUal Congress, No.

152, I, 233.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1775

The Committee of Acco" prodiiced an account of An -

drew M'Nair, Door keeper, for his services, &c. amounting

to twenty one pounds 13/6 [r^ST'^o dollars.]

Ordered, That the Committee pay the same.

Sundry letters were laid before the Cougi-ess and read,

viz.

1" 2 from John Haring, chairman of the Committee

of Safety in New York, dated 19 Sept. 1775, with sundry

])apers enclosed.

2''. One from Messrs. L. Morris and J. Wilson, dated

Pitsburg, 14 Sept' 1775, with sundry enclosed papers.

The Committee of Safety for this province, having in-

formed the Congi-ess that they have taken into custody

Major [Robert] Rogers, an officer in the King's service,

Eesoli'fd, That in case the Committee find nothing

against Major Rogers, except that of his being a half pay

officer, he be discharged, on giving his parole not to take

up arms against the Inhabitants of America in the present

controversy between Great Britain and America.

The order of the day being read.

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee be ap-

pointed to take into consideration the state of the trade of

Amoi'ica, and re])ort their opinion.

That tht^ Committee consist of seven.

The ballots being brought in and examined, the follow-

ing members were elected to compose the foregoing com-
mittee, viz. Doct' [Benjamin] Franklin, M' J[ohn]

Rutledgo. M' [Jolm] Jay, M' [Peyton] Randolph, M'
[Thomas] Johnson, M' [Silas] Deane, and M^ [Thomas]

Willing.
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The Committee of accot' produced aii aeco' of William

Shad, amounting to eighteen pounds [48 dollars], for his

services as messenger, last session.

Ordered, That the committee pay the same.

Adjourned till to Morrow at 9 ©'Clock.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1775

Met according to adjournment.

On motion made. Resolved, That a Committee be ap-

pointed to purchase a quantity of woolen goods for the

use of the army, to the amount of five thousand pounds
sterling.

That the said woolens be placed in the hands of the

quarter masters general of the continental armies, and be

by them sold out to the private soldiers of said armies, at

prime cost and charges, including a commission of five

per cent to the said quarter masters for theu" trouble.

That the Committee consist of five.

The ballots being taken and examined, the following

members were chosen: M' [Francis] Lewis, M- [John]

Alsop, M' [Thomas] Willing, M': [Silas] Deane, and M'
[John] Langdon.^

The Committee of acco*? produced two rec° for money
rec'' of James Whitehead, one from Richard Brown, ||a

captain of one of the rifle companies from Maryland, || for

fifty pounds || Pennsylvania currency, 133^ dollars. || The
other signed by Michael Cressop, [Cresap] i|a captain of

the other rifie company fi*om Maryland, || for one hundred
pounds llPennsylvania currency, 266i dollars, || rec'' for the

use of their respective companies, marching to Boston in

the continental service.

Ordered, That they be paid by the Committee.

' See John Adams's Notes of Debates, in this volume.
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WOrdered, That the above accounts he paid to James
Whitehead, and charged to the respective companies.

||

On motion Ordered, That the Committee appointed to

devise ways and means of sni)plying the Army with Medi-

cines, do buy a parcel of Drngs in the hands of Mr. Ra-
palje, which he offers at the prime cost.

Adjourned till 9 o'Clock on Monday next.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1775

The Congress resumed the consideration of Gen' Wash -

ington's letters N. 4 and 5, and after some debate

On motion Resolved, That a Committee of three be

appointed to prepare an answer.

The ballots being taken and examined, the following

members were chosen, viz. M' [Thomas] Lynch, M":

[Richard Henry] Lee, and M' J[ohn] Adams.
The committee of accounts having represented to the

Congress, that in consequence of the order of Congress,

dated 1 August last, they have drawn out of the treasury

the sum of ten thousand dollars, and that over and above,

they have drawn on the treasurers for the fai-ther sum of

one thousand nine hundred and twenty six \ dollars, to

discharge sundry acco'*, which the Congress ordered them
to i>ay, they therefore move that the Congress will issue

an order for the same to iudemuify the treasurers.

The Congress taking this matter into consideration.

Resolved, That the Committee's draughts for the above
sum be deemed valid, and allowed good in the treasurers'

Accounts.

As Accounts are brought in different from those com-
mitted to the foregoing Committee to liquidate, and as it

is proper that the accounts of the Continent be put into a
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proper train of liquidation and settlement, in order for

payment,
Resolved, That a Committee of accounts Hor claims|| be

now raised to consist of one member from each of the

United Colonies, to whom all accounts against the Conti-

nent are to be referred, who are to examine and report

upon the same, in ordei- for payment, seven of them to be

u quorum.'

That the Committee consist of the following members,

viz. M' [John] Langdon, M' [Thomas] Cushing, M^

[Samuel] Ward, M": [Silas] Deane, M^ [Francis] Lewis,

M' [Richard] Smith, M^ [Thomas] Willing, M^ [Ca-sar]

Rodney, M' [Thomas] Johnson, M' [Thomas] Nelson, M'
[Christopher] Gadsden, and Doct [John Joachim] Zubly.

That the former Committee deliver to the Committee

now appointed, all the books, accounts, and papers in

their hand.

The Delegates from Pensylvania produced an aceo' of

the powder imported, and how it has been disposed of.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the letter

from Messrs. Morris and Wilson, of 14 Sepf, with the en-

closed papers, and after some debate, the same was re-

ferred till to Morrow.
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1775

Met according to adjournment.

The order of the day was called for, but as the delegates

for Vii'ginia and Pensylvania were not present, the Con-

sideration of the letters and papers from Messrs. Morris

and Wilson [was deferred] till to Morrow.

'See John Adams's Notes of Debates in this volume.
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The Committee appointed to prepare an answer to Gen-
eral Washington's letters, reported the same, which was
read and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same ||being transcribed || be signed

by the president and forwarded immediately.

The Committee appointed to examine the journal of

the Congress during the last sessions, ||in order for the

press, II
reported a copy, which was ordered to be read.

WOrdered, That the remainder be read to Morrow.
||

IIAdjourned to nine o'clock to Morrow. IP

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1775

The committee of Acco'" ||Claims|| applied to the Con-
gress for advice how to charge sundry accounts,

The same being taken into consideration,

Resolved, That the expence of kettles, canteens, and

spoons, supplied to the soldiers, be charged to the Con-
tinent.

Application being made in behalf of Connecticut for a

sum of money on account of sundry advances for the use

of the Continent,

Besoli'i'd, That the sum of one hundred and sixty thou-

sand dollars be paid to Connecticut, onaee-ount for supplies

issued by that colony for the service of the United Colo-

nies, to be accounted for on the exhibiting their accounts.

The Committee of Accounts laid before the Congress

three ac(>ounts.

One for a balance due to Robert Erwin, waggon master,

amounting to eight hundred and eighty-seven dollars and

one fifteenth of a dollar.

• "On the twenty-sixth Edward Rntledge, of South Carolina, moved the discharge

of all the ni'grocH in theamiy, and he was stmni;!)' siipiMirteil t>y iiumyof the youth-

cm delegates; hut the opposition was so determined tliat ' he lost his point.' " Ban-

croft, History of the United UtaUs, IV, 201.
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Another for sum due to George Frank, for riding ex-

press, amounting to thirty -eight dollars.

Another from the Committee of Northampton County,

for money advanced for the riffle companies, amounting

to three thousand one hundred and eighty -two dollars

and thirty -nine ninetieths of a dollar.

Ordered., That the three above accounts be paid.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee appointed to examine the journals of

the last session, and the same being read over.

Ordered, That the same be published by the Secretary,

and that he superintend and correct the press.

A memorial of Samuel and Robert Purviance, ||was pre-

sented and read, II
setting forth, that they had chartered

a vessel to carry a load of wheat, that the sd vessel in

going from Phila*^ to Chester Town, [Maryland,] was lost

in the late storm, by which he was prevented from ex-

porting, before y*" 10 of Sept', the cargo which he had

actually purchased ; and therefore praying for liberty to

export the said Cargo to a foreign port.^

Ordered., to lie on the table.

Certain resolutions of the commee of the City and Lib-

erties of Philadelphia, respecting an appUcation made
to them by a Capt", for leave to take a cargo of flour to

Gloucester, in Massachusetts bay, were laid before the

Congress and read.

Ordered., To lie on the table.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock on Friday.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1775

A letter from Genl Washington, dated the 21 of Sepf,

with sundry enclosures, being rec*' by express, was laid

before Congress and read."

' See John Adams's Notes of Debates in this volume.

^Tliis letter is in Papers of the CorUinimtal Congress, No. 152, 1, folio 119, and ia

printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), III, 137.
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Intimation being given to CongrcBij that a quantity of

powdei' was arrived,

On motion, Ordered, That the Comm:^-'' appointed to pro

eurc powder do make enquiry whether any powder is

aii'ivcd and it" iso to purchase it for the use of the Con
tinent.

The Committee of Accounts produced sundry acco"

which they reported as just, viz.

John Powell's, for riding express, a ballance due to him
amounting to forty -five dollars and one -third of a dollar.

Matthias Slough, for money advanced to the I'iffle com-
panies, amounting to seven hundred and ten dollars and

sixty -four ninetieths of a dollar.

James Alexander for riding express, a ballance due to

him, amounting to one hundred and seventy -two dollars

and twenty -six ninetieths of a dollar.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Upon motion made,

Resolved, That when any accounts are laid before the

Congi-ess and ordered to be paid, the orders be drawn ||on

the treasurersll and signed by the president.

Upon motion made.
Resolved, That a Committee of three members of this

Congress be appointed to repair immediately to the camp
at Cambridge, to confer with General Washington, and
with the governor of Connecticut, and the lieut-Governor
of Rhode Island, the council of Massachusetts, and the

President of the convention of New Hampshire, and such

other persons as to the said Committee shall seem proper,

touching the most effectual method of continuing, sup-

porting, and regulating a continental army.

Resolved, That the apjjointment of the sd committee be

deferred till to Morrow.
Ad.iouriu'd till to Mon-ow at 9 o Clock.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1775

The Congi-ess proceeded to the election of a Committee

and a committee being appointed to examine the ballots

reported that Mr. [Thomas] Lynch and Doct' [Benjamin]

Franklin were duly elected by a majority of Ballots, and

that two other members had an equal number,

The Congress taking into considei'ation the report of

the Committee on motion made,

Resolved., That the Congress proceed to the choice of a

third person by ballot, and that this Rule be observed in

all similar cases.

Accordingly, the ballots being taken and examined, the /

Committee of examination reported, that Mr. [Benjamin]
\

Harrison is duly elected. "^

Resolved, That M' Lynch Doct' Franklin and M' Har-
{_

rison be the Committee for the purpose expressed in the

resolution of yesterday.

Upon motion made.
Resolved, That a committee of five members be appointed

to draw up Instructions for the above committee.

The ballots being taken, the following persons were

elected: Mr. J[ohn] Rutledge, Mr. [Richard Henry] Lee,

Mr. [Thomas] Johnson, Mr. [Robert] R. Livingston, and

Mr. Sam? Adams.
On motion made. Resolved, That the president write to

General Washington, to inform him of the resolution of

Congi'ess, appointing a Committee to wait on him, in

order to consult with him, touching the most effectual

method of continuing, supporting, and regulating a con -

tinental army.

That a like letter be written to the Gov- of Connecticut,

and to request him, in case he cannot himself attend, that
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he will appoint a i>roper person to represent that colony,

to confer with the Committee of Congi-ess on the subjects

entrusted to them.

That a like letter be written to the council of Massa-
chusetts Bay, and to the lieut-Governor of Rhode Island,

and to the president of the convention of New Hampshire.

It being represented to the Congress, that from the

present situation of affairs and the correspondence now
carried on through N. A., it is apprehended that if the

rate of postage is lowered agreeable to the resolution of

Congress, the j)i'oceeds of the office wOl not support the

necessary riders ; and as the people in general are well

satisfied with, at least no complaints have been made with
regard to, the rates lately paid for the postage of letters,

On motion, Resolved, That the resolution of Congress

respecting the lowering the rates of postage be suspended

until farther orders from this Congress.

The committee of claims reported.

That a certificate presented by William Hall, signed by
Cap" Daniel Morgan, for necessaries furnished by George
Kiger to his company ought to be allowed,

That another certificate presented also by William Hall,

and signed by Capt. Daniel Morgan, for necessaries to

his company by Meshech Sexton, is reasonable and ought

to be paid, both the above sums, amounting in the whole
to seventy -one and two -thirds dollars, and that the said

sum ought to be charged to said Capt. Morgan's company.
That an account of necessaries furnished by John Jor-

dan, of Lancaster, for Cap' Ross's and Cai)t Smith's Com-
panies of rifflemen, amounting to the sum [of] four hun-
dred and thirty -two and 2/10 dollars, is reasonable and
ought to be paid and charged to the Continent.

The Congress taking into consideration the :il)o\c le-

port. Ordered, tliat the al)ove accounts be paid.
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The resolutions of the Committee of the City and lib-

erties of Philad"

Referred to Monday next.

Information being given that a number of Connecticut

men were come do^ii in a boatile manner within 13 miles

of Sun])ury, a town in thin ])rovince, and were entrench -

ing themaclvcfl, and a motion being made take the

The Committee appointed to consider the trade of

America, brought in their report, which was read, and
referred to Monday next.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday next to meet at the

Lodge.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1775

The Congress resumed the consideration of the report

of the Committee on trade, and, the same being read,

Upon motion,

Resolved, That this Congress will, to Mori'ow, resolve

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into consid-

eration the above report.

Your Committee having in obedience to the order of this House
taken into Consideration the Trade of the thirteen United Colonies,

are of opinion

1. That the Regulations respecting Imports and Exports agreed to

hy this and the preceding Congress ought to be continued and observed.

And further that no Lumher, Ilidtn, Leather, Uvc stoel\ or Deer Skins,

should be exported from these Colonies to any Part of the World.

2. That the Island of Bermuda be permitted under the Direction

and Inspection of the Provincial Convention or Committee of Safety

ef General Committee of the City of '
[ ] in the Colony of

annuall}" to purchase for their own Consumption and export from the

Port of , and from no other Place. And that they be allowed

to pa}- for the same in Salt or any other Commodities not of the

Growth or Manufacture of or exported from Great Britain oi- Ireland,

except Tea.

' These four words are in a writiii'' other thau Jav's.
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3. As the Cessation of the American Tratle with Ireland origfinated

in Policy dictated by Principles of self Preservation and may be

attended with Distress to a People who have always manifested a

Noble Regard to the Rights of Mankind and have ever been friendly

to these much injured Colonies, Your Committee arc of opinion that

great Kindness and Attention ought to be paid to such of that oppressed

Nation as have or may come to acttlc in America, and that it be car

nostly recommended by thiij Congrcns to the good People of these Col

onies to let them have Lands at a cheap Rate, and on easy Terms, and

that the several Conventions and Assemblies and Committecji through

out these confederate Countries, afford tlicm Aid and do them every

friendly office. And it having been represented to your Conunittee

that the withholding Flax seed from Ireland will be attended with a

nmch greater Degree of Distress and Ruin to the poor of that King-

dom, than the Congress apprehended, they are of opinion that our

Friends and Fellow Subjects in Ireland should be admitted to take

Flax seed from these Colonies in Exchange for all such Powder and

other military Stores and woolen Yarn of their Manufacture as they

shall bring to America.

4. That as the Mauufacturj' of Woolens in these Colonies, tho'

rapidly advancing may not furnish an immediate Supply of Cloathing,

3'our Committee think it would be for the Interest of the Inhalntants

to go into the Practice of wearing Deer Skin leather Waist Coats

and Breeches, and that the Members of this Congress should set the

Example.'

5. That to encourage the internal Commerce of these Colonies, your

Conmiittee think Provision should be made to facilitate Land Carriage,

and therefore are of opinion that it should be recommended by this

Congress to the several provincial Conveutious and Assemblies, to

put their Rojids in good Repair, and particularlj' the great Roads that

lead from Colony to Colony. And that such Troops as may be quar-

tered and unemployed in the Neighbourhood of such Roads be aiding

and assisting therein. And that tho Colony who shall employ any

Soldiers in that Service, pay to each MiHi of them the (si.xth of a dollar)

for every Day in which they shall be so employed.

'

' Si-e page 293 poM.

'Thin i)aiier, in the wriliii); nf John .Thv, i.i in I'tiprm of Ihf Ciinlineiilal Conffri'A*,

No. 24, folio 1, anil IvarM an t-nilorsenipnt: " Hei>ort of the Committee on Trade

No. 1. Read Monday, 2 Oct. 1775, referred to the Committee of the Whole,

appointed to sit Octr 3."
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The Committee appointed to prepare Instructions for

the Committee ordered to wait on the General, reported

a draught, which was read and being debated by para-

graphs, was agreed to as follows

:

Instructions to the Coiiimittee appointed by the Congress to repair

immediately to the Camp at Cambridge to confer witii General Wash-
ington and with the (io\'ernoiir.s of Connectieut and Rhode Island, The
Council of Massachusetts Bay and the President of the Convention of

New Hampshire and such other Persons as to the s* Committee shall

seem proper, touching the most effectual Method of continuing, sup-

porting and regulating a Continental Army.
1. That upon the Committee's Arrival at this Camp, they cause

proper Methods to be taken for continuing the Connecticut Troops

now near Boston in the Continental Service upon the same Terms they

are at present untill the last Daj' of next December.

2. That in the Conference with the General, the Committee declare

to him the Sense of the Congress respecting an Attack on the Minis-

terial Troops at Boston and on Bunkers Hill. viz. That if before the

last Day of December his Exeell^ upon Consideration of all Circum-

stances shall think it practicable and likely to defeat the Enemj' and
gain Possession of the Town it will be adviseable to make the Attack

upon the first favourable Occasion and before the Arrival of Rein-

forcement, which the Congress apprehend may be soon expected, the

Congress having the most perfect Confidence in the Courage and good
(yonduct of the General and his Officers, and the Spirit and Bravery

of the Men under his Coumiand. If the Number of Men which com-
pose the present Armj-, should be thought insufficient for the Purpose,

that the General employ so manj- minute Men as he may apprehend

to be necessarj' on the Occasion, upon such Terms, as he shall think

proper. That if the Attack should not be made b3^ the Time above

mentioned, it is the AVish of the Congress, that the Number of the

Army for the Remainder of the Winter should be reduced and the

Pay of the Men lessened to 5 Dollars per Calendar ]\Ionth: if these

may be done with Safety : But that the Attack should nevertheless be

made under the foregoing Circiuustanccs as soon as a favourable

Opportunity shall offer with the Troops then in the Service and the

Assistance of the Minute Men above mentioned.

3. That the Committee confer with the General and whom else they

think proper on the Subject of raising a Continental Arm^- and keep-
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ing it up one Year from the last Day of December next subject to be

disbanded or reduced by Order of the Congress within that Time upon
being allowed one Months Advance Paj' and report to the Congress

of what Nuiiil)er it should consist, what should be the Pay of the Offi-

cers and Privates, that of some of the former in the present Army
being it is apprehended too low, and that of the latter too high; What
Number each Company? and how many Companies a Kegimcnt should

contain; of what Quantity and kind of Provisions a Kation should con-

sist; the best Method of providing Arms, Cloathing and Provisions

for the Troops; What Rules and Regulations are necessary for their

Government; bj' whom the Officers should be chosen and recommended;

how the best Officers and Men in the present Armj- may be engaged

for the next making a complete Arrangement of the whole, by putting

all the Forces in what Colony soever recruited on one Establishment

in every Respect and therebj' abolishing all Provincial Distinctions;

that the Committee report, how, when, and where the said Army may
be best raised and levied.

4. That thoy confer and consult as above directed on the several

other blatters mentioned in the General's Letters to the Congress,

upon wliicli no Order has been made, and the best Methods of remov-

ing the Difficulties or remedying the Evils therein stated, and upon
any other Matters which in the (^ourse of this Business may occur to

the Committee relative thereto and make Report thereon to the Con-
gress.

.5. That the Committee having made the necessary Inquiries report

what Number of effective Men it may be expected that the Colonies

of New Hamjjshire Massachusetts Hay and Rhode Island respectively

could and would furnish if necessarj' by the 10th March next and on
what Terms.

ti. That the Committee report an Estimate of the Expence which
will attend the Measures they may recommend or submit to the

Congress.

7. That the Committee appointed to confer with General Washing-
ton consider as included in their ln(|uiry not onl}' the Forces neces-

sary to be ke]it in the Massachusetts Hav but in the Northern
Department, and that they obtain and report as exact an Estimate as

they can of the Expences which have been and by the 1" December
next will be incurred in Pursuance of the Resolution of the Congress
for putting these ('olonies into a proper State of Defence.'

'From a copy in the writiiiR of Joseph Uccd, in the Wathington Papen:, Letters

to Waaliinpton, Vol. 89, foUo 41.
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Upon motion,

Resolved^ That where months are used, the Congress
means calendar months by which the men in the pay of

the Continent are to be regulated.

Resolved^ That the pay of the second lieutenants in

marching Regiments be the same as that of the first

lieutenants.

1
1Adjourned to nine o'Clock to Morrow.

||

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1775

The Committee of claims reported to the Congress as

follows

:

That the account of Frederick Bicking for 5G Reams of

paper for the continental currency, amounting to 388 8/10

dollars, is reasonable.

That the account of Samuel Baughman, for the enter-

tainment of Cap' Ross's company, amounting to 14 1/10

dollars, is reasonable.

That two accounts of the committee of Trenton for

waggouage and sundry expresses, amounting together to

the sum of 103 8/10 dollars are reasonable.

That two accounts delivered in by Caspar Weitzell, for

expences for diet and provisions for Cap- Lowden's com-
pany of Rifflemen, amounting, together, to the sum of

44 6/10 dollars, are reasonable.

That two accounts delivered in by Miles and Wister,

for necessaries furnished by John Harris, jun. and Ellas

Younkman, to Capt. Lowden's company of Rifflemen,

amounting together to 96 dollars, ought to be paid and
charged to the said company.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid, and that the

president draw orders for the same.

The Committee of Claims farther informed the Con-
gress that there are a number of Carabines and pistols
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provided for the Hussar Company, which the Committee
of Safety for the Province of Pennsylvania are willing to

take at the first cost.

Resolved, That the said Carabines and pistols be deliv-

ered to the order of the Committee of Safety of Pensyl

vania, they paying the first cost."

The Committee of claims reported an acco* of Frederick

Blankenberg and Leonard Stein, retained as hussars, on

which they desired to know the determination of Con-
gress.

Ordered, That the above named [Frederick Blankenberg

and Leonard Stein] be allowed to retain the cloaths

made for them, and that, over and above, they be paid

16 dollars each for the time they were retained in service.

On motion made, Resolved, That the Commissary general

contract for such quantities of beef and pork as may be

thought proper by the General, and have the same salted

up in convenient houses near the camp, according to his

scheme recommended by the Genei"al to the consideration

of the Congress.

Resolved, That the sum of three hundred thousand dol -

lars be immediately sent to the Paymaster general, for

the use of the army in the Massachusetts bay.

That the committee who are appointed to repair to the

camp, be requested to take the charge of the above sum,
or as much of it as they conveniently can.

Resolved, That the expences of the Committee be paid

out of the Continental Treasury.

Resolved, that General Washington may, if he thinks

proper, for the encouragement of an Attack on Boston,

promise, in case of success, a month's pay to the army

'In the margin of the (Dorrected Journal is found the following entry: "ka the

Com. of Safety have not taken the arms &c—whether thie ought to be published."

6521—vol. •-•—()5 18
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and to the representatives of such of our brave country-

men as may chance to fall, and in case success should not

attend the attempt, a month's pay to the representatives

of the deceased.

One of the Delegates for Rhode Island laid before the

Congress a part of the Instnictious given them by the

House of Magistrates, Aug. 26, 1775, in these words, viz :
—

Whereas notwithstanding the humble and dutiful petition of the

last Congress to the King, and other wise and pacific measures taken

for obtaining a happy reconciliation between Great Britain and the

Colonics, the ministrj- lost to every sentiment of justice, liberty and

humanity continue to send troops and ships of war into America,

which destroy our trade, plunder and burn our towns and nuirder the

good people of these colonies. Resolvtd, That this Colon}' most

ardently wishes to see the former friendship, harmony and intercourse

between Britain and these Colonies restored, and a happy and lasting

connection established between both countries upon terms of just and

equal libertj' and will concur with the other colonies in all proper

measures for obtaining those desirable blessings; and as every prin-

ciple divine and human requires us to obey that great and fundamen-

tal law of nature, self preservation, until peace shall be restored

upon constitutional principles; this colony will most heartily exert

the whole power of government in conjunction with the other colonies

for carrj'ing on this just and necessary war, and bringing the same to

a happy issue, and amongst other measures for obtaining this most

desireable purpose, this Assembly is persuaded, that the building and

equipping an American fleet, as soon as possible, would greatly and

essentially conduce to the preservation of the li\es, liberty and prop-

erty of the good people of these Colonies and therefore instruct their

delegates to use their whole influence at the ensuing congress for

building at the Continental expence a fleet of sufficient force for the

protection of these colonies, and for employing them in such manner

and places as will most effectually annoy our enemies, and contribute

to the common defence of these colonies, and they are also instructed

to use all their influence for carrying on the war in the most vigorous

manner, until peace, liberty and safety are restored and secured to

these Colonies upon an equitable and permanent basis.
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Upon motion, Resolved, That the Congi-ess will on Fri-

day next take the above into consideration.'

Resolved, That this Congress will to Morrow resolve

itself into a Committee of the whole to take into consid-

eration the state of trade of these Colonies.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to repair to

the camp, do confer with M^ [David] Rittenhouse, and

enquire of him whether he apprehends he could be of

service to the Continent as an Engineer, and, if so, to

engage him, and desire he would, with all convenient

speed, repair to the Camp.
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1775-

The Committee of Claims reported their opinion.

That the acco' of the Comm" of Bedford County, for

necessaries furnished to the company of rifflemen raised

in that County is just and that the same ought to be

paid, amounting to the sum of £283.5.1 Pens. Curr^

(=755 1-3 dollars,) of which sum £48. 5 [128 2-3 dollars]

ought to be charged to the continent, and the remaining

sum of £235.0.1 [626 2-3 dollars] ought to be charged

to Capt" Robert Cluggage's company, as so much of their

pay advanced to them.

Ordered, That the above sum be paid.

Two members who undertook to receive and count the

money, for whi(!h an order passed yesterday, to the pay-

master General, reported that they found only 189,467

dollars ready in the treasury, which they received and

have packed up ||ready to be sent forward,
|I
which they

received and have packed up, and for which they gave

their own rec**, and returned the order drawn by the

President.

'These words in the "corrected Journal " aro in the writing of Samuel Adamp.
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An additional Instruction was given to the Committee
appointed to confer with the General, which was ordered

to be transcribed, and added to the former.

Permission granted for the Sloop Bentham, William

Moore, Master, with a parcel of sea stores enumerated to

proceed to S[out]h Carolina.

The Congi-ess, then agreeable to the order of the day,

resolved itself into a Committee of the whole, to take

into consideration the state of the trade of the thirteen

Colonies, and, after some time spent therein, the presi-

dent resumed the chair, and M^ [Samuel] Ward reported,

from the committee that they had taken into considera-

tion the matter referred to them, bi;t not having come to

any resolution, desired leave to sit again.

^

Resolved, That this Congress will, to Morrow, resolve

itself into a Committee of the whole, to take into farther

consideration the trade of the 13 Confederated Colonies.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1775

Agreeable to order, the Congress resolved itself into a

Committee of the whole, to take into farther considera-

tion the state of the trade of the 13 confederated Colo-

nies, and, after some time spent therein, the president

resumed the chair, and M' [Samuel] Ward reported from
the committee, that they had not come to any conchision,

and desired leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to ||morrow, resolve

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into their

further consideration the state of the trade of the thirteen

United Colonies.il

Sundry letters rec"? from London were laid before

Congress.

' See John Adama's Notes of Debates in this volume.
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On motion,

Eesolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to

prepare a plan tor intercepting two vessels, which are on
their way to Canada, loaded with Ai-ms and powder, ||and

that the committee proceed on this business immediately. ||'

The Com"" of claims reported

:

That an Aceo' of M" Stille, of Trenton, of the Expence
of Cap' Ross, and others, ought to be paid and charged

to the s'' Ross, until he makes it appear to be just and
reasonable, that the same be charged to the continent,

amounting to £12. 6.4 Pens^ Curr^, = [32 76/90 dollars.]

That an acco' rendered by Charles Axford, for pro'vdsions

for Capt Ross's company is reasonable and that the same
ought to be paid, amounting to £3. 0.3= 8 3/90 dollars.

That an acco' rendered by Charity Britton, for provi-

sions for the Capt. Ross's company is reasonable and
ought to be paid, amounting to £3. 13.0=: 9 66/90 dollars.

That an acco' rendered by Joseph Clunn, for pi'ovisions

for the same company, amounting to £2.19.8= 7 86/90

dollars, is reasonable and ought to be paid.

That an account rendered by W" and Tho" Bradford,

for printing, amounting to £67.0. 10= [178 7/90] dollars,

is reasonable and ought to be allowed.

Ordered, That the above acco" be paid.

'John Adaraa wrote in 18i;{: " Ah it lies in my mind, Captain John Manley appUed
to (ieneral Washington, in Cambridge, in 1775, informed him tliat British tran.sporta

and merchant sliips were fre(|nently passing and repa.«8ing unarmed, and asked leave

to put a few gunn on hoard a vessel to crnise for them. Washington, either shrink-

ing from the holdneea of the enterprise, or doubting his authority, prudently trans-

mitted the infonnation to Congress in a letter. When the letter was read, many
members seemed much surprised; but a motion was made, and seconded, to commit
it to a special committee. Opposition was made to this motion, and a debate ensued;

hut the motion prevailed by a small majority. The committe<' appointed were John
l-ungdon, Silas Deane and John Adams. We met, and at once agreed to n^port a

resolution, authorizing (ieneral Washington to lit an<l arm one or more vessels for

the purpose. A most auimut<'d opposition and debate arose Uf)on this report, hut

the resolution was carritvl by a small majority." John Adtiins tu Julm Ijingdun, 'i\

January, 18l:i. i.>angdon saw nothing in tliia statement retjuiring correction.
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Resolved, That Timothy Matlack, of this city, be em-
ployed as a store keepei-, and that the implements pro-

vided for the hussars be piit under his care, also the tents

and linen, &c. purchased for the army some time since.

The com*® appointed to prepare a plan ||for intercepting

the two vessels bound to Canada, || brought in their re-

port, which being read.

Resolved, That a letter be sent by Express to Gen'

Washington, to inform him, that they [Congi-ess] having

rec"* certain intelligence of the sailing of two north coun-

try built Brigs, of no force, from England, on the 11 of

August last, loaded with arms, powder, and other stores,

for Quebec, without a convoy, which it being of impor-

tance to intercept, that he apply to the council of Massa-
chusetts bay, for the two armed vessels in their service,

and despatch the same, with a sufficient number of peo-

ple, stores, &c. particularly a number of oars, in order,

if possible, to intercept s^ two Brigs and their cargoes,

and secure the same for the use of the continent ; Also,

any other transports laden with ammunition, cloathing,

or other stores, for the use of the ministerial ai-my or

navy in America, and secure them in the most convenient

places for the purpose abovementioned ; that he give the

commander or commanders such instructions as are nec-

essary, as also proper encouragement to the marines and
seamen, that shall be sent on this enterprize, which in-

structions, &c., are to be delivered to the commander or

commanders sealed up, with orders not to open the same
until out of sight of land, on account of secresy.

That a letter be wrote to s** hon*'"' council, to put s'' ves-

sels under the General's command and direction, and to

furnish him instantly with every necessary in their power,

at the expence of the Continent.

Also that the General be directed to employ s^ vessels
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and others, if he judge necessary, to effect the purposes'

afores^ ; informing the General that the Rhode Island

and Connecticut vessels of force will be sent directly after

them to their assistance. _

That a letter be wrote to Gov' Cooke, informing him of

the above, and desiring him to despatch one or both the

armed vessels of the colony of Rhode Island on the same
sei'vice, and that he take the precautions abovementioned.

Also that a letter be wrote to Gov' Trumbull, request-

ing of him the largest vessel in the service of the colony

of Connecticut, to be sent on the enterprize aforesaid,

acquainting him with the above particulars, and recom-

mending the same precautions.

That the encouragement recommended by this Congi-ess

to be given shall be, on this occasion, that the master,

officers and seamen, shall be intitled to one half of the

value of the prizes by them taken, the wages they re-

ceive from the respective colonies notwithstanding.^

That the s'^ ships and vessels of war t(} be on the con -

tinental risque and pay, during their being so employed.*

Adjourned till to Morrow at 9 o'Clock.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1775

Two letters from Gen' Schuyler, dated Ticonderoga, 25

and 28 Sept', with enclosures, were rec** and read.

On motion made,
Besolvnl, That orders issue to the continental Treas-

urers, to collect for continental bills, a quantity of silver

and gold, not exceeding £20,000 pensyr' curr>' [53,200

dollars], for the use of the army in Canada.

' On tlie iimixin of the "correctol .Inuriml " the wonln '"J. thiH particularly" were

written ii);uiiist thin [jaranraph.

'Two U'ttiT!) from Schiijlpr, dated September '2r> ami L'8, were read th\f day.

They are in Papirit vf the iynUhieuUit Congreitu, N<i. 15;i, folius ItiO aiul 172.
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On motion made,
Resolved, That it be recommended to the several pro-

vincial Assemblies or Conventions, and councils or com-
mittees of safety, to aiTCst and secure every person in

their respective colonies, whose going at large may, in

their opinion, endanger the safety of the colony, or the

liberties of America.^

Ordered, That an authentic Copy of the above be by

the delegates transmitted to proper persons in their re-

spective colonies.

On motion made
Resolved, That the Committee appointed by this Con-

gress for the importation of powder, export, agi'eeable to

the continental Association, as much provisions or other

produce of these colonies, as they shall judge expedient

for the purchase of arms and ammunition/
The Congi'ess took into consideration the letter from

New York, respecting the fortifications ordered to be

erected on Hudson's River, and after some debate

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to

take the same into consideration and report to Morrow
morning their opinion of the answer proper to be sent to

the Convention of New York.

The ballots being taken the following gentlemen were

chosen, viz: M- [John] Morton, M' [Silas] Deane, and

M' R[obert R.] Livingston.^

The Committee appointed to prepare a plan for inter-

cepting the vessels coming out with arms and ammuni-
tion bro' in their report, which was read

:

WOrdered, To lie on the table, for the perusal of the

members. II

Resolved, That this Congress will to Morrow resolve

'See John Adams's Notea of Debates in' this volume.
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itself into a com^? of the whole to take into consideration

the state of the trade of America.

Resolved that the consideration of the resolve submit-]

ted by the delegates of Rhode Island, which was referred

to this day, was put off till to Morrow. -^'

Adjourned till to Morrow at 9 o'Clock.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1775

Sundry letters from N. York was laid before the Con-
gress and read. ->>

Agreeable to the order of the day the Congress resumed /

the consideration of the Resolution submitted by the
^

Delegates of Rhode Island, and J

Upon motion, Resolved, That the consideration of it be

deferred till Monday 16 Ins"

On motion, Resolved, That an order be drawn on the

treasurers, in favour of Francis Lewis, John Alsop,

Thomas Willing, Silas Deane, and John Langdon, Esqrs.

for the sum of live thousand pounds sterling, to pay for

the goods they were ordered to purchase for the use of

the continental army.

The committee appointed to take into consideration the

letter from the Convention of New York, respecting the

fortifications ordered to be erected on Hudson's River,

brought in their report, which being read, was agreed to,

as follows

:

That the provincial Convention of New York be directed

immediately to render Hudson's river defensible; That
in doing this they be particularly attentive to form such

works as may be finished before the winter sets in. That
it is very doubtful whether any stone work van be prop-

erly made at this advanced season, it is therefore sub-

'See John Ailaiiis's Notes of DebaUw in this volume.
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mitted to the judgmeut of the convention, whether it

could not be more cheaply and expeditiously done by
works of wood or fassines. If they should think other-

wise, that they be directed to go on with the work in the

way which they think best, since it is the opinion of this

Congress that the work should by no means be neglected.

But if the work be already begun on the plan sent us,

that they i^ender such parts as can be first finished de-

fensible, so that the labour be not thrown away, if an
attack should be made before the whole can be finished.

That the convention be directed to enquire whether
there are not some other places where small batteries

might be erected, so as to annoy the enemy on their pas-

sage, pai'ticularly, a few heavy cannon at or near Moore's

house, and at a point on the west shore, a little above

Verplank's point.

That it be recommended to the said convention, to

establish, at proper distances, posts to be ready to give

intelligence to the country, in case of any invasion, or by
signals to give alarms in case of danger, and that they

confer with the Assembly of Connecticut, and Convention

of New Jersey, on the speediest manner of conveying in-

telligence in such eases, and receiving assistance when
necessary.

That the convention be farther directed to take the

most effectual method to obstruct the navigation of the

said river, if, upon examination, they find it practicable.^

On motion made.
Resolved, That orders be sent to General Wooster, in

case he has no orders to the contrary from General

Schuyler, that he immediately return to the batteries

erecting in the highlands, and there leave as many of his

troops, as the conductors of the works shall think will be

• See John Adams'a Notes of Debates in this volume.
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necessary for compleating them, and that he repair with

the remainder to New York.

A member from Pensylvania^ laid before the Congress

a Resolve passed in theu' House ||of assembly, || in these

words

:

In Assembly, September 30, 1775

The house takinjf into consideration the several letters sent down
yesterday b}^ the Governor, acquainting him with the intrusion of a

number of people into this province, under a pretended claim of the

colony of Connecticut, to the great annoyance of the good people of

this province:

Resolved, That the delegates for this province, be specially

directed to lay the same before the Congress, with the mischievous

tendency the pursuing such measures will have, and procure the aid

of that assembly to quiet the minds of the good people of this prov-

ince, and prevent further intrusion or extension of settlements under

the said claim, until the matter shall be determined by the King and

Council, to whom both sides have submitted the dispute.

Extract from the Journals,

Charles Moore, C'1e)'h of Assembly.

Resolved, That the same be referred to the delegates

from Pen.syl' and Connecticut, who are desired to report

on Monday next.

Resolved, that the Cougi-ess will on Monday resolve

itself into a com'"'' of the whole to take into consideration

the state of the trade of America.

Resolved, That the letter from Messrs. Morris and Wil-
son ||of the 14th of September, || be referred to Monday
next.

Resolved, that the Consideration of the resolve of Rhode^
Island be referred till next Monday week. N

IIAdjourned to nine o'clock on Monday to meet at the

State House. II

'The member was Ueorge Ross. See .Inhn Ailama'a Notes of Deljates in tliis

voluriin.
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STATE HOUSE, MONDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1775

A letter from Jos: Trumbull, Commissaiy Geu', dated

23 Sept', 1775, was laid before the Congress and read, de-

siring that five hundred pounds lawful money, [1,666 2-3

dollars] be paid to M' Tracy, for money by him advanced

to Col. Arnold, for the use of the Continent, and that the

s** sum be charged to his accounts.

Resolved, That an order be drawn for the above sum
1

1on the treasurers for the above sum in favour of Mr.

Tracy, and that the same be charged as above.
||

Aa the succcaa of the cspcdition to Canada depcnda

upon supplying Grcu ' Schuyler with a quantity of Gold

and Silver ; and it being roprcacntcd to the Congrcaa that

there io in the trcaauiy of thia province a quantity of Gold

and Silver to be exchanged for money in the aaid province,

Resolved, that the dclcgatea of this province iminedi

atcly wait on the treasurer and dcaire him to deliver to

the continental treasurers the gold nud silver in hia hands,

provided the same do not exceed twenty thousand pounds
pcnaylv '^ Currency, and receive from them in exchange

the money of this province or continental bills.

On motion made. Resolved That Mr. Duane be appointed

to apply to the Committee of Safety of this Province and

request them to lend one ton of gun powder, which is to

be sent to New York, and from thence, what of it can be

spared, be by the provincial convention of New York im-

mediately forwarded to Gen' Schuyler.

A niimber of Letters from General Schuyler, with an

enclosed letter from Gen' Montgomery, and sundiy other

papers enclosed were laid before the Congress and read.^

On motion made, Resolved, That a Com'^'of five members

'Letters from Sohuyler dated September 19 and 29 (2 of the latter date) are iu

Papers of the (hntinenlal Congress. No. 153, I, folios 140, 180 and 188.
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be appointed to take into consideration the letters from
Genl Schuyler and the several matters therein contained,

and report an answer.

The ballots being taken and examined the following

members chosen, viz. M' John Adams, M^ Jno. Rutledge,

M' [Samuel] Chase, M' R[obert R.] Livingston, and M'
[Silas] Deane.

The Delegates of Pensyl. and Connecticut, being ready

to report on the matter referred to them.

Resolved, That they bring in their report on Wednesday
next.

On motion. Resolved that the delegates for Pensylv" do
receive from the treasurers what sum of gold and silver

they have collected, and forward the same by M' '

to Morrow morning to Grenl Schuyler and to apply for

two of the light horse well armed to accompany him and
assist in carrying the money.
On motion made. Resolved, That it be recommended to

the Convention of New Jersey, that they immediately

raise, at the expence of the Continent two Battalions,

consisting of eight companies each, and each company of

68 privates, officered with one Capt", one lieutenant, one
ensign, four Serjeants, and four corporals.

That the privates be inlisted for a year, at the rate of

five dollars per calendar month, liable to be discharged

at any time, on allowing them one month's pay ex-

traordinaiy.

That each of the privates be allowed, instead of a bounty,

a felt hat, a pair of yarn stockings, and a pair of shoes;

the men to find their own arms.

That the pay of the Officers, for the present, be the

same as that of the officers in the ||present|| continental

' The niewenger was probably Levi Hollingsworth. See Journals, 25 November,
1775.
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army, aud in case the pay of the officers in the army is

augmented the pay of the officers in these battalions shall

be, in like manner, augmented from the time of their en-

gaging in the service.'

Resolved, that this Congress will to Morrow resolve itself

into a com*® of the whole to take into consideration the

trade of these colonies.

A Letter from the Convention of N. York enclosing a

proposal for procuring powder was taken into consider-

ation.

Resolved., that the same be referred to the secret powder
Com^^
Adjom-ned till 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER lo, 1775

The Committee of Claims reported the following ac-

counts as reasonable, and which ought to be paid, viz.

The acco' of Du Simitiere, amounting to 8 dollars, for

translating the Address of the united Col., to the Inhab-

[itants] of Quebec.

William Govet's acco* of the expences of a party of 27

men escorting powder to Trenton, amountg to 67 2/10

dollars.

David Rittenhouse's for 36 cutts for the continental

money, amounting to 48 dollars.

John Thornton's account of provisions for part of Cap-

tain Ross's company, and ferriage, amounting to 10

dollars.

Christopher Ludwic's account of sundry expences in

forwarding powder to Ticonderoga, amounting to 41 2/10

dollars.

WOrdered, That the said accounts be paid.||

' These resolutions were printed in the Pennsylvania Packet, 30 October, 1775. See

John Adams's Notes of Debates in this volume
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On motion made, Resolved, That the money be sent to

Gen' Schuyler under an escort of 4 of the light horse of

this city.

Adjourned for one hour.

Eodem Die.

Met according to adjournment.

The President reported that he had despatched an ex-

press to Gen' Schuyler with six thousand three hundred

and sixty four pounds Pensylvania curr'' in silver and

gold,= 16,970 2/3 dollars, with an escort of four of the light

horse of this city.

The Committee appointed to prepare an answer to Gen
Schuyler's letters, reported a draught, which was read.

Ordered to lie on the table for y** consideration of the

members.
A motion being made relative to the appointment of

officers ||in the continental army,|| and the same being

largely debated, the determination thereon was put off

till to Morrow.
Resolved, that this Congi-ess will to Morrow resolve itself

into a Committee of the whole to take into consideration

the state of the trade of the united colonies.

Adjourned till to Morrow at 9 o' Clock.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER ii, 1775

The orders of the day being read,

IIThe delegates of Connecticut and Pennsylvania were

called c>n to report, on the matter referred to them, b\it

not being yet ready,
|1

Ordered, that the delegates of Connecticut and Pensj'l -

vania do meet this afternoon and prepare a Report to be

laid before Congi-ess to Morrow respecting the disputes
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between the inhabitants of these colonies on the lands in

the forks of Susqnehannah.

The Committee of Claims reported the following ac-

counts as reasonable, viz

:

The Account of monies advanced by the com" of Eliza-

beth town, for cartage, expresses, and for provisions

furnished to Captain Ross's comp^, amounting to 98 3/10

dollars.

James Leslie's acco' of necessaries furnished to Capt

Ross's company, amounting to 14 8/10 dollars.

N. B. Of the acco' paid by the Committee of Elizabeth

town to BroughtonRunold, amounting to 3§ dollars ought

to be charged to Capt" Ross.

Ordered., That the above accounts be paid.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the motion

made yesterday, for appointing of officers, and after

debate,

The same was postponed.

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of thi'ee

be appointed to report the best method of billeting the

soldiers for the continental army, and what subsistence

ought to be allowed them on their march, ||what subsist-

ence ought to be allowed to the officers and soldiers in

the continental service, when on their march, and in

quarters, before they join the army.||

The ballots being taken and examined, the following

members were chosen, M- [James] Kinsey, M- [Silas]

Deane, and M- [John] Langdon.
The Congress took into Consideration the answer to

General Schuyler, which being debated |iby paragraphs, ||

was agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and forwarded.

The order of the day renewed,
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The Committee appointed to repoi't the best method of

billeting the soldiers, &c., brought in their report, which
was read.

Ordered to lie on the table to be taken up to Morrow.
A-djourned till to Morrow, 9 o'Clock.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1775

The Congi'ess taking into consideration the report of

the Committee respecting the billeting of soldiers, &c.

Resolved, That each captain and other commission offi-

cer, while in the recruiting service of this Continent, or

on their march to join the army, shall be allowed two
dollars and two thirds [of a dollar] per week, for their

subsistence, and that the men who enlist shall each of

them, whilst in quarters, be allowed one dollar per week,

and one dollar and one third of a dollar M'^hen on their

march to join the array, for the same purpose.

That the president transmit to the Convention of New
Jerse3% blank commissions, to be filled up by the said Con-
vention, to the captains and subaltern officers in the said

two battalions ||to be raised in that colony ;|| and that the

appointment of the field officers be for the present si;s-

pended, until the Congi'ess shall take order on that matter.

[The form of the enlistment to be in the following

words, viz.

/ have this day voluntarily enlisted myself as a

soldier intheAmrrirati Conlinrntdl army for one year, unless

sooner discharged, and do bind myself to conform in all in-

stances to such rules and regidations as are or shall be es-

tablished for the government of the said army.} '

' The form of enliftnient was not ontere<l upon the Journal, but was printed as part

of the resolution in the Pennsijhania Packet, 30 October, 177.").

6621—VOL 2—05 19
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John Peun, Esq one of tlie delegates for North Caro-

lina, appeared in Congi-ess, and produced his credentials,

which were read and approved, as follows:

NORTH CAROLINA.

North Carolina, Hillsborough. In Congress, 8th f>i>pt. 1775.

Mr. Caswell informed the Congress, that as they had done him the

honour to appoint him Treasurer of the Southern District of this

Province, and one of the Signers of the Public Bills of credit, his

attending those duties would render it entirely out of his power to

attend the Continental Congress, as one of the Delegates of this Prov-

ince; he therefore Requested this Congress would be pleased to appoint

some other Gentleman in his Stead.

Whereupon, it is Resolved, that John Penn, Esqr be, and he is

hereby appointed a delegate in behalf of this Province, in Conjunction

with William Hooper, and Joseph Hewes, EsqT and that lie be invested

with the same powers, and entitled to the like Allowance, that the said

Richard Caswell would have been Vested with, and entitled to, under

a former Resolution of this Congress.

By order, signed,

Samuel Johnston, President.

Andrew Knox, Secretary.^

The Committee of Claims reported their opinion

:

That two accounts rendered by Peter Cooper, one for

several articles furnished to Capt° Cresap's company in

Lancaster, (to be charged to said company) [amounting]

to 2 1/5 dollars; the other for 34 pair of boots, made by
him for the Hussar company, amounting to 113 1/3 dol-

lars, are reasonable and ought to be paid.

That Francis Wade's accoun'of expences of himself and
party of 18 men escorting Gov' Skeeue and Mr. Lundy to

New York, amounting to 445 65/90 dollars, ought to be

paid.

Ordered^ That the above accounts be paid.

Ordered, That the president transmit to the Conven-

• The original is in the Papers of the Continental Conip-ees, No. 76, folio 5.
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tion of New Jersey a certified copy of the resolutions for

raising two battalions and for the subsistance of the ofB -

cers and men.
On motion made, Resolved, That a similar recommenda-

tion issue to the Assembly or Committee of Safety of Pen -

sylvania to raise one battalion on the same terms as those

ordered to be raised in New Jersey, and to be officered in

like manner.
Eesolved, That the men enlisted be furnished ||at the

continental expence,|| with a hunting shirt, not exceed-

ing in value 1 1/3 dollar, and a blanket, provided these

can be procured, but not to be made part of the terms of

enlistment.'

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congi*ess re-

solved itself into a Committee of the whole, to take into

their further consideration the state of the trade of the

confederated Colonies, and after some time spent therein,

the president resumed the chair, and M' [Samuel] Ward
reported, from the Comm'^'^ that not having come to any
resolution, desired him to move for leave to sit again .^

Resolved, That this Cougi-ess will, to Morrow, resolve

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into their

further consideration the state of the trade.

The otlier matters referred to this day, are further post-

poned till to Morrow.
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1775

Agi'ceable to the order of the day, the Congress resolved

itself into a committee of the whole to take into their far-

ther consideration the state of the trade of the united

Colonies, and after some time spent thereon, the presi-

' The«> resolutions were printed in tlie PenntHjliania Packet, 30 October, 1775.

'S«i' .lolin Adams's Notes of Debate.^ in this volume.
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dent resumed the chaii", and M' [Samuel] Ward re-

ported, from the committee, that they had taken the mat-

ter referred to them into consideration, but not liaving

come to a conchision, desired him to move for leave to

sit again.

^

IIWhereupon the order was renewed. ||

In the Couiniittcc of the Whole.

^

That whatever icHohitionH the Congress come into rolativc to the

non importation and non exportation agreement should he concluaivo

during this scjsioa of Congreaa.

Oct. 13.^ That it is the opinion of tliis committee that New York,

the lower counties on Delaware, N" Carolina and Georgia ought not to

avail themselves of the benefit allowed to them l)y the la«t restraining

.Vet and therefore that no persons should apply at the Custom houses

iu those colonies for clearances or other documents, which otiier colo-

nies are deprived of by said restraining act for securing the navigation

of vessels with cargoes from their ports.*

26' That it be recommended the aovcral provincial Aaaemblicq
,

Conventions or councila of gafety of the united colonies to export to

the foreign West Indies on account and risque of their respective

Colonj' as much provision or any other produce except horned cattle,

sheep, hogs and poultr3\ an they may doom necessary for the importa

tion of arms, ammunition, sulphiir and salt petrc.
'^

31'' That no Rice he exported under the exception contained in the

4'." Ai'ticle of the Association from anj^ of the United Colonies to Great

Britain Ireland or the Islands of Jersey, Guernsey Sark Alderney or

Man or any other European Island or Settlement within the British

Dominions."

'See John Adams's Notes of Debates in this volume.

*This is a manuscript in the writing of Charles Thomson, found in roprra of the

Cordincntal Congress, No. 24, folio 3. I place it under the first date on the paper,

altbotigh the Journals do not show that any resolutions were reported from the

committee on that day. On the reverse are two sets of lines, one headed by n and

the other by a, six noes and three ayes, but to which paragraph the vote applied

cannot be determined.

'These figures are in tlie margin.

*Tl)is paragraph is printed in the Journals, 1 November, 1775, jmM.

•''On the margin is the word "Keported." The paragraph in printed in the Jour-

nals, 26 October, 1775, ;)'l^^

'These paragraphs are printed iu the Journals, 1 November, 1775.
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That no live stock (necessary sea stores at the discretion of the

Committees, and horses excepted) be exported from these ftolonies, or

water borne except in rivers, bays or sounds.'

That as the Manufactury of Woolens in these Colonies tho' rap-

idly advancing- may not furnish an immediate supply of clotliing, it

would be for Lhe interest of the Inhabitants to oo into the practice of

wearing leathern waistcoats and breeches as far as may be consistent

with the convenience and necessities of Individuals and that the Mem-
bers of this Congress should set the example. And that it be earnestly

recommended to all dealers in skins to sell them at the usual price

and not take advantage of any additional demand for that article which
may happen. '

A letter from Gen' Washington, dated 5th of Oct', with
sundry enclosed papers being rec*? was read.-

The Congress, taking into consideration the report of

the Committee appointed to prepare a plan, for intercept-

ing vessels coming out with stores and ammunition, and
after some debate,

Resolved, That a swift sailing vessel, to carry ten car-

riage guns, and a proportionable number of swivels, with
eighty men, be fitted, with all possible despatch, for a

cruize of three months, and that the commander be in-

structed to cruize eastward, for intercepting such trans-

ports as may be laden with warlike stores and other

sujyplies for our enemies, and for such other pm"poses as

the Congi-ess shall direct.

That a Committee of three be appointed to aupcriutcud

the fitting the Huid vcbmcI to prepare an estimate of the

expence, and lay the same before the Congress, and to

contract with ])r()pcr ]»cr.s()ns to fit out the vessel.

' See pa){(" 26!) iintc.

"Tliis letter is in Papers of the CoiitlnaUal Con^rrgg, No. 1.52, I, LSI, and is printeil

in W'ritiiiijK iif Cieorije W'oKjiiiujton (Fonl), III, 162. The originnl l«-ars an endorse-

ment in TlioiiiHun'.s writing: "That part of tliis letter w'.' relate.-< to the eapture of

a ve.-sel in N. Uainpohire referred to tlie <'ouimittee appointed to bring in regula-

tions for navy."
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Resolved, That another vessel be fitted out for the same
purposes, and that the said committee report their opin-

ion of a proper vessel, and also an estimate of the expence.

The ballots being taken and examined the following

members were chosen, viz: M' [Silas] Deane, M' [John]

Langdon, and M' [Christopher] Gadsden.

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be referred

for farther consideration to Monday next.

On motion made, the Congi-ess, taking into considera-

tion the memorials from sundry merchants of New York
and Philad*, respecting a quantity of tea imported before

the first of March last and
Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to

take the above Memorials into consideration, enquire into

a state of the facts, and report to the Congi-ess.

The ballots being taken and examined the following

members were chosen, viz. M"^ J[ohn] Riitledge, M^ S[am-
uel] Adams, M' J[ohn] Adams, M' [Samuel] Ward, and

M' [Richard Henry] Lee.

The several matters referred to this day, were post-

poned till to Morrow.
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1775

The Congress resumed the consideration of the letter

from the Gen' [Washington,] and the papers enclosed.

On motion made.
Resolved, That a director general and chief physician

of the Hospital in Massachusetts bay, be appointed in

the room of Doct' [Benjamin] Church, who is taken into

custody for holding a correspondence with the enemy.

Resolved, That the Congress will, on Monday next, pro-
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ceed to the election of a director general and chief phy-

sician of the Hospital, in the room of Doct' Church.

Resolved, That the farther consideration of the general's

letter be postponed to Monday next.

The Delegates for Connecticut informed the Congress

that they had met some of the delegates for Pensylvania,

in order to take into consideration the matters referred to

them, ]jut not being able to come to any agreement with

them, and as the disputes between the i^eople of the two

colonies on the waters of the Susquehannah, had pro-

ceeded to bloodshed, and, as they apprehended, may be

attended with very dangerous consequences, unless speed-

ily prevented, they moved that a Committee be appointed

out of the other colonies, to take this matter into consid-

eration, and report thereon to the Congi'ess.

Resolved, That this be referred to Monday next.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock on Monday.'

MONDAY, OCTOBER i6, 1775

Two letters from the Convention of New Jersey, dated

llJth and 14th Inst', being read,''

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to

take the same into consideration, and re]>ort an answer.

The members chosen, M' J[<)hn] Rutledge, M' [John]

Dickinson, and M'W[illiam] Livingston.

A letter from Gen' Schuyler, with sundry papers en-

closed, dated 5 Oct', 1775, was read and the same being

taken into Consideration,''

' A letter from the I'oiiiiiiiltee for t'nml)erlan«l County, Now Jersey, dated Septeiii-

licr ;(0, waa re^id on tliia day. U iu in I'lipers uf tlw I'liiUinailiil Cuiigrfnn, No. tiS,

folio II.

'Thesis letters are in /Vi/xrn 0/ the CmttiTimtal Congrm, No. 68, folios 15 and !!•.

'This letter is in I'upcrs of the Continental Congraa, No. Ifi'i, I, folio 19().
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Resolved, That the sum of 200,000 dollars be sent to the

deputy pay master general for the northern army.

That the delegates of Pensylvania do hnmediately count

and send forward the above sum under a guard.

On motion made, Resolved, That the ton of powder for-

warded last week to New York, be immediately sent for-

ward to Gren' Schuyler.

On motion made. Resolved, That a Committee of five

members be appointed to consider farther ways and means
of promoting the manufacture of saltpetre.

The following members chosen, M' [Peyton] Randolph,

M' [Henry] Wisner, M^ [Samuel] Chase, M!" John Rut-

ledge, and M' [John] Morton.

On motion made,
Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to all per-

sons, who are possessed of salt petre lately removed from
Tvu'tle bay, on the Island of New York, forthwith to send

the same to the president of the convention of New York,

to be manufactured into Grun powder, for the use of the

continental army.

On motion. Resolved, that M' [Peyton] Randolph and

M"^ [Stephen] Hopkins be appointed to join Mr. J[ohn]

Rutledge in order to wait on Mr. [John] McPherson and

confer with hira on the subject contained in his letter.

Ordered, That M": [John] Langdon, M^ [Eliphalet]

Dyer, and M' J[ohn] Adams, enquire what quantity of

powder has been sent to the northern army, and report

by whom sent.

The order of the day renewed, and the several matters

referred to this day postponed till to Morrow.
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1775

Agreeable to the order of the day the Congress took

under consideration the motion made on Saturday last by
the delegates of Connecticut,

Resolved., That a Committee of five ||members || be ap-

pointed to take into consideration the disputes between
the people of Connecticut and Pensylvania, and report

what in their opinion is proper to be done by Congress.

The members chosen for the above Com"" are, M^ J[ohu]
Rutledge, M' [Samuel] Chase, Mr^ [Thomas] Jefferson,

M' [James] Kinsey, and M' [Stephen] Hopkins.

The Committee appointed to prepare an Estimate, &c.

brought in their report, which, being read was after some
debate, re -committed.

The Com'* of Claims reported.

That two accounts exhibited by Ephraim Martin, for

provisions furnished to several riffle companies, on their

march to Cambridge by himself and Joseph Wallins,

amounting to 59 I'/IO, are reasonable and ought to be paid.

Ordert'd, That the above be paid.

A letter from Gov' Cooke, 9 Oct^ was read.

The Congress proceeded to the election of director

general and chief physician of the Hospital, in the room
<jf Doct' [Benjamin] Church, and the ballots being taken
and exiun'd,

Doct- [John] Morgan, [of Philadelphia,] was elected.

On motion made, Ordered, That the president write to

the Convention of New York, and infoi-ni them, that it is

the desire of the Ccnigrcss, that the sulphiu- in the cit}' be

removed ti) a place of safety.
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The order of the day being renewed and the several

matters referred to this day being put off,

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER i8, 1775

The Committee on the memorials from sundry Mer-
chants in New York and Philad", brought in their report,

which was read, and taken into consideration, and after

debate,

Resolved, That it be postponed.

The delegates from New Hampshire laid before the

Congress, a part of the instnictions delivered to them by
their Colony, in the following words:

We would have you immediately use your utmost endeavours to

obtain the advice and direction of the Congress, with respect to a

method for our admiuistring Justice, and regulating our civil police.

We press 3'ou not to delay this matter, as, its being done speedily,

(yr own knowledge of our circumstances must inform )'ou) will prob-

ably prevent the greatest confusion among us.

On this the delegates apply for advice.

Resolved, That the consideration of this be referred to

Monday next.

On motion made, Resolved, That a just and well authen-

ticated account of the hostilities committed by the minis-

terial troops and navy in America since last March, be

collected, with proper evidence of the truth of the facts

related, the number and value of the buildings destroyed

by them, also the niimber and value of the vessels inward
and outward bound, which have been seized by them since

that period, as near as the number and value can be ascer-

tained ; also the stock taken by them from different parts

of the Continent.
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That a Committee of three be appointed for this purpose.

The members chosen, M' [Silas] Deane, M- John
Adams, and M' [George] Wythe.

^

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1775

The Com** of Claims reported, their opinion that the

following acco'* ought to be paid

:

The acco* of the Committee of Lancaster, for sundries

furnished the riffle companies, amounting to 2,213 6/ 10

dollars.

Theacco' of Rich"* Bache, Stephen Paschal, and Michael

Hillegas, for superintending the printing of the bills of

credit, ordered to be struck by the Congress, amounting
to 272 dollars.

Ordered, That the above be paid.

The Com™ appointed to take under consideration the

metlKxl proposed by the commissary general for supply-

ing the army with ])rovisions, brought in their Report,

which was read.

It being represented to Congress, that Capt° Isaac Sears,

of New York, has, at the request of M' [Joseph] Trumbull,
the Commissary gen', forwarded to the Camp at Cam-
bridge, seven thousand barrels of tiour, for which M' Truni -

l)ull has not been able to pay him, for want of money in

the militaiy chest,

' Tlie task of ascertaining tlie damage experienced in New York was entrusted to

Jolin Broome. The following notice ai)peareil in the f'lnnsi/lranui Pnckft, (i Novem-
l)er, 1775, with the above resolution:

"The above committee re<|Uest the Printei-s of the several public papers in the

Unite<l Colonies to insert the above for three or four weeks successively, and all per-

sons possesseil of any facts relative to, or that may throw light on the above subject,

to transmit the same to them as early as possible."
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On motion made, Resolved, That the sum of 30,000

dollars be paid to Capt" Isaac Sears, on account of the

above flour, he giving bond to account for the same with

M' Trumbull, and that the same be charged to the acco'

of M' Trumbull, the commissary gen'.

A petition for MT Sears, and M' Randal, was laid be-

fore the Congress, and read.

After some debate, Resolved, That the consideration of

the subject thereof be deferred to this day fortnight, then

to be taken up.

The committee appointed to wait upon Capt" [John]

Macpherson reported that they have executed that service

and upon conversing with him do apprehend, that the

scheme he mentions is in their opinion feasible and that

he ought to repair to the camp.

On motion made. Resolved, That he be requested im-

mediately to repair to the camp at Cambridge, and con-

fer with General Washington, and that the Com^'' who
waited on Capt" McPhersou do prepare a letter to the

general on this subject and report the same.

On motion made. Resolved, That the provincial conven-

tion of New York be requested to send to this Congress,

a copy of any order or proceeding of theirs, or of the

Mayor and corporation in consequence of Gov"' Tryon 's

letter to the Mayor, published in New York paper, under

the 16th Inst', also an attested copy of s'' letter.

The order of the day renewed, and the several matters

referred to this day postponed.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1775

The Com^* appointed to prepare a letter to the Gen', to

be sent by Capt" McPberson reported the same, which
was read and agi'eed to.

Philad*, 20 Oct'\ 1775

Sir: Capt" John Macpherson havinjr informed the Congnvss. that

ho had invented a method, b^' which with their leave, he would tiike

or destroy every ministerial armed vessel in North America, they

jippointed (lov"" Hopkins, AF Randolph and M"^ J Rutledfrc to confer

with hull on the subject, for he would not consent to communicate the

secret to any l)ut a committee and you. These Gentlemen reported,

that the scheme in theory appeared practicalile, and that thoucrh it<s

success could not be relied on without experiment, they thought it

well worth attempting on the fleet in and about Boston harbour, their

destruction being aTi object of the utmost consecjuence. The Congress

have therefore directed Capt Macpherson to repair immediately to

Cambridge. The3' recommend this Matter to your particular atten-

tion and re([uest, that if you view it in the light, which the Conmiittee

did you will give him all the support and assistance in your power and

furnish him with ever}' thing which he may require for this service.

I am Sir, Your most Obed' Serv"

On motion made, Resolved, that an order be drawn on

the treasurers in favour of Capt" J. Macpherson for the

snm of three liundrod dollars.

WBesolird, That thi'oe hundred dollars be paid to Captain

John Macpherson, to defray the expences of his journey

to the camp, he to be accountable.
||

Agroeal)le to the order <^f the day the coufjcress resolved

itself into a committee of the whole to take into considera-

tion the state of the trade of the confedei-ated colonies,

and after some time spent therein the president resum(»<l

the chair and M' [Samuel] Ward reported that thecomm™

' From till' Wanhinglmt I'lijiim, vul. 8», folio 72.
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had taken into considei'ation the matter referred to them,

but not having come to conclusion desired him to move
for leave to sit again.'

Resolved, That this Congress will to Morrow again re-

solve itself into a committee of the whole to take into

their farther consideration the state of the trade of the

confederated Colonies.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1775

Agi-eeable to the order of the day the Congress resolved

itself into a com"'' of the whole to take into consideration

the state of the trade of the Colonies, and after some time

spent therein the pres- resumed the Chair and M'^ [Samuel]

Ward reported from the Comm'''' that they had taken into

Consideration the mattei- referred to them but not having

yet come to a conclusion, desired to move for leave to sit

again.'

The order for resolving into a com*® of the whole on

Monday next renewed.

A letter from Gen' Washington dated 12 Oct' with sun -

dry enclose, was laid before the Congress and read."

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1775

Information being given to Congress that yesterday the

hon''"^ Peyton Randolph suddenly departed this life,

Resolved, That this Congress will attend his funeral as

' See John Adams's Notes of Debates, in this volume.

^This letter is in Papers of the ContineiUnl Congress, No. 152, I, folio 217, and is

printed in Writings of George Washington (Ford), III, 172.
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mourners, with a crape round their left arm, ||according

to the association.il

That the Congress continue in Moiu'ning for the space

of one month.
That a Comm^® of three be appointed to superintend the

funeral.

The members chosen, M' [Henry] Middleton, M'
[Stephen] Hopkins, and M' [Samuel] Chase.

That the Committee wait on the rev'' M' [Jacob] Duche,

and request him to prepare a pi'oper discourse to be deliv-

ered at the funeral.^

' And on Tuesday afternoon his remains were removed from Mr. Benjamin Ran-

dolph's, to Christ Church, where an excellent sermon on the mournful occasion wa.s

preached by the Rev. Mr. Duche, aft«'r which, the corpse was carried to the burial

grounil and deponite<l in a vault till it can be conveyed to Virginia.

The Funeral was conducted in tlie following order:

The tliree B.vtt.\llions, Artillery

CoMPANiKs and Rifle-Men of this CITY.
The CLERCiY.
The BODY

with

PALL supported by

SIX MAGISTRATES.
Hon. JOHN HANCOCK, Esq;

The .MEMBERS of CONGRESS.
PHYSICIANS.

The MEMBERS of ASSEMBLY.
COMMITTEE of S.\EETY.

MAYOR and CC^iKPORATION.

COMMITTEE of City and Lii'.erties.

VESTRY of Chbi.^t and St. Peter's CnuRCHus.

CITIZENS.

From the Pfnntnjhania Packet, Oct. 30, 1775.

"On (he day his Remain.'^ were interred there was a ereator collection of People

than I had ever seen. The three Battalionn were under .^rms. Their Standards

and Colours were furlo<l witli black (iauze: their Drums muffled, and covereil with

Gauze. The Bells at ('hrist Church were niudled. There, .Mr. Dm'hi'' preached a

most excellent Sermon:—thence the Cor|>se wits carried to t':e Burying-yard, the way
being lined on ejich si<lc by the Battalions, leaning on their arms n verged." Snhi-

mon Droxime to Miss Sally Druume, IS November, 1776.
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The delegates for Delaware Government having been

re -appointed by their Assembly, on the 21st Ins' produced

the credentials of their re -appointment, which were read

and approved.'

Adjourned to ten o'clock to Morrow.'^

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1775

The Congi-ess met and adjourned to two o'Clock P. M.

Eodem die P. M.

Met and adjourned to 9 o'clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1775

A Letter from Gen' Washington, dated 30''' Sept'^ and
two from Gov"" Trumbull, dated 9 and 17 Oct. and one from

the Convention of New York, 20''' Oct', were read.

The Com*'" appointed to prepare an answer to the let-

' These credentials, in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Delaware, CredenliaU

0/ Delegatcjf, are as follows:

—

"In the House of Kepreaentatives for the Counties of New Castle, Kent and Sus-

sex, upon Delaware, at New Castle
"Saturday, October 31^', 1775, P. J/.

"On Motion, Resolved, Nemine Contradicente,

"That the Honorable Caesar Rodney Speaker, Thomas McKean and George Read

Esquires, be, and they are hereby appointed and authorized, to represent this Gov-

ernment in the American Congress, now sitting at the City of Philadelphia, with

full Power to them, or any two, or one of them, together with the Delegates from

the other American Colonies, to concert and agree upon, such further Measures, as

shall appear to them, best calc'ulated for the Acconimoilation of the unhappy differ-

ences between Great-Britain and the Colonies, on a Constitutional Foundation, which

the Mouse most ardently wish for; and that they report their Proceedings to the next

Sessions, of General Assembly.

"A true Copy from the Journal of the House,
"Ja" Booth Ok"

'A letter from the Provincial Congress of New Jersey was read on this day. It is

in Papers of the Continental Congi-esit, No. 68, folio 21.

'This letter is in Papers of the Continental Congrrns, No. 152, I, folio 175, and is

printed in Writings of George Washington, (Ford) III, 153.
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ters from the Convention of New Jersey, of the 13 and 14

Ins', bi'ought in a draught, which was read and the same

being debated,

Resolved^ the following to be inserted as part of the

answer:—
The Congress are of opinion the public service makes

it necessary that the Jersey battalions be levied with all

possible expedition, but as the Congi-ess are waiting the

return of this Committee from Camp in order to establish

permanent regulations for all continental forces, they for

the present incline to suspend a determination on the

question about the appointment of regimental field officers.

The letter being agi-eed [to],

Ordered., That the president forward it.

The Com™ of Claims reported

That there is due,

To John Biddle, Jun', Commissary of the riffle Battal-

ion, the sum of £1,552.8.2 pensylv* curr^=4,139 7/10

dollars.

Tliat then^ is due to James Stewart the sum of 15 7/10

dollars, foi- provisions furnished to the several companies
of riffle men.

Tluit there is also due to Jacob Hoyler the sum of

18 3/10 dollai's for provisions to Cap" Ross' Compy.
Ordered, That the above be i)aid.

The Comm"" of Safety of Pensylvania laid before the

Congress sundry papers, being enclosed, instructions given

by G[eneral] Gage to one Duncan Campbell of Duchess
Comity N York, an examination of sundiy persons who
came from Boston in the Transport Rehecea and Frances,

Hastings, master, and who upon the vessels being cast

away on Brigantine Beach, were seized by order of s*^

Com*"" of Safety and are now in safe custody in this city.

6621—VOL 2—05 20
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The Instructions to Cap' Duncan Campbell from Genl

Gage which were found on s" Campbell were read and

ordered to be published.

Also the examination of s*? Campbell and others was
read.

Ordered, That a copy of them be forwarded to the Con -

vention of N. York with a recommendation to them to

seize a M' Gx'ant, who, it is said, is employed in raising

recruits in that Colony.

Resolved, That Mr. [Joseph] Hewes be added to the

Com''^ of Claims.

The order of the day is renewed,

The other matters referred to this day postponed.

Ordered, that the Messenger go round to the Members
and desire them to be punctual in their attendance at 10

o'clock to go into the order of the day.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1775

On motion made, Resolved, That the resolution of Con-
gress July 15 ||for encouraging the importation of arms
and ammunition, and the resolution of the 18th inst. for

collecting an account of the hostilities committed by the

ministerial troops and navy,|| be ||immediately
||
published,

with this amendment, to expunge the word "provisions "

and instead therefor to insert " the produce of these colo-

nies," and dispersed through the different nations of

Europe and through W. I. Islands.

It being I'epresented to the Congress that a large quan -

tity of blankets and shirts remains in the King's Stores in

New York,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention of

New York immediately to take possession of the said

blankets and shirts, and forward so many of them as may
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be necessary to Gen'l Schuyler for the use of the army
under his command.
On motion made, Resolved, That a Com"" of three be

appointed to take into consideration the letter from the

Convention of New York, dated 20th Oct^, and report an
answer.

The Comm"" chosen, M' [Silas] Deane, M": S[amuel]

Adams, and M- [James] Duane.
Information being given to Congress, that there has

been lately discovered, in the Colony of Virginia, a min-
eral containing a large quantity of Salt petre,

Ordered, That the delegates of Virginia send an Express

to enquire into the truth of the fact, and to bring a sam-
ple of the mineral.

On motion made. Resolved, That a Com"" of 5 members
be apjiointed to take into consideration the instruction

given to the delegates of the Colony of New Hampshire,
and report their opinion thereon.

The members chosen, M' J[ohn] Rutledge, M' J[ohn]
Adams, M- [Samuel] Ward, M' [Richard Henry] Lee,

and M' [Roger] Sherman.
Ordered, That the resolution of 18 Inst' respecting the

obtaining a well authenticated account of the Hostilities

committed by the ministerial troops and navy, be pub-
lished in the news papers.

Agreeal)le to the onhn- of the Day, the Congress resolved

itself into a Com"' of the whole, to take into their farther

consideration the state of the ti-ade of the confederated

Colonies, and after some [time] spent thereon, the presi-

dent resumed the chair, and M' [Samuel] Ward reported,

from the committee that they had taken into considera-

tion the matter referred to them, and liave come to a res-

olution which they desired him to report, and farther to

move for leave to sit again.
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The resolution of the committee being read, was agreed

to as follows

:

Resolved., That it be recommended to the several pro-

vincial Assemblies, conventions, or councils of safety, of

the United Colonies, to export to the foreign West Indies,

on acco' and risque of their respective colonies, as much
provision or any other produce, except horned cattle,

sheep, hogs, and poultry, as they may deem necessary for

the importation of arms, ammunition, sulphur, and salt

petre.'

Ordered., That a copy of the above be transmitted by
the delegates to their respective Assemblies, conventions,

or Committees of Safety.

The order of the day renewed and the other matters

referred to this day postponed.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1775

The Com** appointed to take into consideration the let-

ter from the Convention of New York, brought in their

report, which was read.

Agi-eeable to the order of the day the Congress resolved

itself into a Com*" of the whole to take into their farther

consideration the state of the trade of the United Colo-

nies, and after some time spent therein, the president re-

sumed the chair and M' [Samuel] Ward reported that

they had taken into consideration the matter referred to

them, but not having come to a conclusion, desired him
to move for leave to sit again .^

The order of the day renewed.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

'See Report of the Committee of the Whole, in Journals, 13 October, 1775, ante.

' See John Adams's Notes of Debates, in this volmne.
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SATURDAY. OCTOBER 28, 1775

The Corn*" of Safety of Philad'? laid before the Congress

the examination of sundry of those who came in the trans -

port Rebecca and Frances, and desired the advice of Cou-

gi'ess, what ought to be done with the men taken.

The Congi'ess taking this under consideration,

Resolved, That Capt- Campbell and lieut. Symes, and
the men who came with them in the transport Rebecca

and Frances, be confined in such gaols in this Colony, as

the Com*^'' of Safety of s'' Colony think proper, and that

said Capt" Campbell and lieutenant Symes be allowed for

their subsistance 1 1/3 dollar each p' week, and the men
one dollar p' week each, to be paid out of the continental

treasury.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the report

of the Com'"' on the N York letters.

Resolved, That a company of Matrosses, to consist of

one Capt", one capt" -lieutenant, a first and second lieu-

tenant, a lieutenant fire worker, four Serjeants, fom' cor-

porals, eight bombardiers, sixty eight matrosses, one

dnimmer, and one fifer, be immediately raised in New
York, for the defence of Hudson's river, and to occupy the

fortifications now erecting in the high lands, and that the

president write to the convention of that province rec-

ommending it to them immediately to raise the said

Company, and to appoint the proper officers.

The Committee of Claims i'ei)orted, that there is due on

acco' of necessaries furnished to the Hussar Company,
and for services therein, the following sums, viz.

To James & Drinker, the sum of £72. G. (J ;i'4 = 192 8/10

dollars

Tbomas Clifford and Sons, .£24. 3. = G4 4/10

Usher & Henry, .£!(». 19. 4 1/2 = 29 2/10
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To George Fromberger, £47. 15. = 127 3/10

William Ogden, £27. 10. = 73 3/10

William Kerlin, £24. 0. 0.= 64

Sam' Garrigiies, £4. 2. 9 = 11

Andrew Fegeuer, £100. 0.0 = 266 6/10

Lewis Kiighn, £159. 10. l.= 425 3/10

Lewis Prahl, to be paid by his order to Audrew
Bonner, £85. 0. = 226 6/10 dollars.

To sundries for smaller sums to be paid to T. Matlack,

and by him paid, £206. 9. 9 = 550 6/10 dollars.

That there is due to Rachel Stille, for expences of a

guard at Trenton over the powder, £4. 6. 8 = 10 1/2

dollars.

To William Holmes, for goods furnished the Riffle

company raised in Cumberland County, £32. 1. 11 =
85 6/10.

To Timothy Matlack, to pay for wood Ijfor the use of

the Congi'ess,|l 22 dollars.

Ordered, That the above acco'* be paid.

On motion made,

Resolved, That five of the Committee of Claims be em-
powered to act, of which the chairman is to be one.

Resolved, That the inspectors of the press deliver the

proof sheets and cheeks of the continental bills, to the

continental treas", and that they deliver one of each to the

delegates of every colony, to remain with the provincial

treas' to be appointed in such colony, and retain the rest

in their hands.

Mr. [Peyton] Randolph, being dead, who was one of the

salt petre committee, and M' [John] Morton, another, not

being able to attend, on account of his attendance in the

house of Assembly,

Resolved, That three new members be chosen for that

Com**
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The members chosen, M' [Robert Treat] Paine, M'
[Charles] Humphreys, and M' [George] Wj^the.

Resolved, that this Congress will on Monday next resolve

itself into a Com^" of the whole to take into consideration

the trade of the United Colonies.

Adjourned to Monday, 10 o'Clock.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1775

The Committee appointed to prepare an estimate, &c
Hand to fit out the vessels, i| brought in their report, which
being taken into consideration.

Resolved, That the second vessel ordered to be fitted out

on the 13th Ins', do carry 14 guns, with a pi-oportionate

number of swivels and men.
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to carry into

execution with all i)ossible expedition the resolution of

Congress of the 13"' Inst, the one of ten and the other of

14 guns, and,

Resolved, That two other armed vessels be fitted out

with all expedition; the one to eai-ry not exceeding 20

Guns, and tlie other not exceeding 3G Guns, with a pro-

portionate number of swivels and men, to be employed in

such manner, for the protection and defence of the united

Colonies, as the Congress shall hereafter du-eet.

That the Com''" consist of seven and therefore that four

new members be now elected to be added to the former

Com^"—4 a quoi-um.'

' The prinUnl Journals has the followin;;, which combines more than one of the

above rceolutions:

fiemilri-il, That fcmr memlM^rs l>e chosen and added to the former committee of

lliief, and I lint thcMt- seven be a coniniitloo to carry into execnlioii with all possible

expedition, a." well the re.solntions uf ConjrrcRj pasfed the lltth in^<tallt, as those

passed this day, for fitting out armed vessels.
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The members chosen, M' [Stephen] Hopkins, M'
[Joseph] Hewes, M' [Richard Henry] Lee, and M^
J[ohn] Adams.
The Convention of New Jersey, having recommended

to Congress sundry Gentlemen in their opinion proper for

field officers to command the two battalions raising in

that Colony,

Resolved., That the same be taken into consideration to

Morrow.
A letter from M' W[alter] Livingston, Dated 18 Oet',

was read,^

Ordered to lie on the table to be considered to Morrow.
The order of the day renewed,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to morrow.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1775

Sundry letters from Gen' Schuyler G, 13 [18], 14, and

19 [20] Ins', with sundry papers enclosed, were read."

The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into consideration the trade of these colo-

nies, and after some time spent therein, the president

resumed the chair, and M' [Samuel] Ward reported, that

they had come to certain resolutions which he was desired

to report, but not having come to a conclusion, desired

him to move for leave to sit again.

The report of the committee being read,

Resolved, That the consideration of the report of the

Com"" be referred till to Morrow and that this matter be

the first thing taken up, and that it be not interrupted by
any new motion.

'This letter ia in Papers of the Cnntinental Coni/ress, No. 78, XIV, folio 15.

-Letters dated October 14, 18 uiid 20, read on this day, are in Papm of the Conti-

nenlal (Jongress, No. 153, I, folios L'lO, 218 and 222. The letter of October 6 is not

found.
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Resolved, That the consideration of the appointm' of

field officers for the Jersey battalions be postponed to

Friday next.

A Member from Pennsylvania laid before the Congi-ess

a resolve of their Assembly, in the following words

:

In Assembly, October 28, 1770.

The House taking into their further consideration the resolve of

Congress, for raising a l)attalion in this province, for general service,

find it necessary tliat moneys should he advanced by the several cap-

tains for that purpose.

Reaohml, Therefore, that the Congress be requested to order a

sufficient sum of money to be put into the hands of the Committee of

safety of this province, to be immediately applied in raising said

battallion.

Extracts from the; minutes,

CiiARLKS MooRK, Clerk of AsKemhly.

Resolved, That the consideration thereof be referred to

Fi'iday next.

1
1The order of the day being renewed,

Adjourned to ten o'clock to Morrow. ||

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER i, 1775

A letter from X\w Gen' rec"' })y ex])ress, was read, con-

taining an acco' of the burning of Falmouth.'

Ordered, That a copy be forwarded by the delegates to

their respective assemblies, conventions, or councils of

safety.

A letter from the Com''' of conference, together with

the minutes of their conference, were read."

' TliiM Ifltor in in llii> I'ltpim nj the Continimtal t'onffrei<.i, Nn. \fi'', 1, ioVm 241, ami in

l>rinte<l in Writing* of (horge \Vu»liington, (Ford) III, 181.

'TIhm letter and tlii' roi)ort.H &rv in I'a/iem of Iht Ointijiental Vungrtxi, No. 33 folio 1.

It nns printed, togctliiM- with tin? articles of capitulation at Cliainbly, in tht> Pennryl-

rtniia Puckit, li Novcnilii'r, 1775.
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Ordered, To lie on the table for the perusal of the

members.
The Congi'ess, then taking into consideration the report

from the Com'''' of the whole,

Resolved, That no produce of the United Colonies be

exported, (except from colony to colony, under the direc-

tion of the committees of Inspection and observation,

and except from one part to another of the same colony)

before the first day of March next, without the permission

or order of this Congress:^ provided, that nothing herein

contained shall be construed to vacate the resolutions of

Congress for the importation of arms, ammunition, &e.

Resolved, That New York, the lower Counties on Dela-

ware, North Carolina, and Georgia, ought not to avail

themselves of the benefit allowed to them by the late

restraining act, and therefore, that no persons should

apply at the custom houses in those colonies for clear-

ances or other documents, which other colonies are

deprived of by said restraining act, for securing the navi-

gation of vessels with cargoes from their ports : provided

that nothing herein contained idinll be oonatvued to vacate

the roaolutious of 15 Jul}^ and 2Gth.of this Ins ', for the

importation of ammunition, &c.

And that the president transmit to the Assemblies or

Conventions of those colonies, copies of this resolution,

with the thanks of this Congress, to those colonies respec-

tively, for not having hitherto taken any advantage of the

exemptions in the said act of Parliament.^

Resolved, That no Rice be exported under the excep-

tion contained in the 4th article of the Association, from

any of the United Colonies to Great Britain, Ireland, or

' This part uf the resolution was printed in the Pennsylvania Packet, 6 November,

1775.

'See the report of the Committee of the Whole in Journals, 13 October, 1775, ante.
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the islands of Jersey, Guernsey, Sark, Aldernay, or Man,
or any other European Island, or settlement within the

British Dominions.

That no live stock, (necessary sea stores, at the discre-

tion of the committees, and horses excepted) be exported

from these colonies, or water borne, except in rivers, bays,

and sounds.

On motion made. Ordered, that the Delegates for S[outh]

Carolina and Georgia have a copy of the above resolutions

to forward to their conventions.

The further consideration of the report postponed, and
also the other matters referred to this day, and the order

of the day i-enewed,

Adjourned to ten o'Clock to Moi-row.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1775

The Com [mitt] ee of claims reported that there is due,

and ought to be paid, to Dan[ie]l Smith, for expences for

guards attending Gov[erno]r Skene, Major French and
others, and the expences of Major French, and Mi-.

Lundy, 13:} 3/10 dollars.

To John Davies, for provisions and carriage furnished

to three riffle companies, amounting to 1,320 9/10 Dollars.

To Simons and Henry, 2,313 6/10 Dollars, of which
JLlO.O.ti is a continental expence and the remainder to be

charged to several riffle companies, which by order of s''

Simons and Henry to be paid to Hugh and George
Roberts.

To John Montgomery tlie sum of 50 dollars, of whicli

sum 18/1 [2.4] is only a (.-ontinental expence.

To John Brewster, Zachariah Dubois, and Jonathan
Brooks, ()] 1/10 dollars, to be paid l>y order to Henry
Wisner.
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To William Sickle, according to the prayer of his peti -

tion, 40 dollars.

To Capt" Dowdle, for Monies paid by him for enlisting

his Company and for drums, &c. for his company,
£22.18.8=61.1 Dollars.

Ordered that the above be paid.

On Motion made resolved, That the Com [mitt] ee ap-

pointed to carry into execution the resolves of Congress,

for fitting out four armed vessels, be authorised to call on

the continental treasurers, from time to time, for as much
cash as shall be necessary for the above purpose, not ex-

ceeding the sum of one hundred thousand dollars. And
that the s" com [mitt] ee have power to agree with such

officers and seamen, as are proper to man and command
said vessels, and that the encouragement to such officers

and seamen be one half of all ships of war made prize of

by them, and one -third of all transport vessels, exclusive

of wages.

The Inhabitants of Passamaquaddy in Nova Scotia,

having chosen a com [mitt] ee of Safety, and having, by
their petition, apjjlied to the Congress to be admitted into

the association of the North Americans, for the preserva-

tion of their rights and liberties.

On motion made. Resolved, That a com [mitt] ee of 5 be

appointed to take this matter into consideration, and re-

port what steps, in theu- opinion, it will be proper to take,

in consequence of this application, for the preservation

of the liberties of America.

The members chosen, Mr. [Silas] Deane, Mr. [John]

Jay, Mr. [Stephen] Hopkins, Mr. [John] Langdon, and
Mr. John Adams.
On motion made. Resolved, That the delegates have lib-

erty to transmitt to their respective committees of safety,

a copy of the resolutions passed yesterday.
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Ordered, That the resohition for shutting the ports to

the first of March be pubHshed without the proviso.

A Memorial of the committee of Safety, of Pensyl-

vania, being read ||respecting lieutenant Symes||

:

Ordered, To lie on the table for the perusal of the

Members.
A letter from Mr. G[uuning] Bedford, D[eputy] Mus-

ter Master gen[era]l, with the muster rolls of the troops

by him mustered, Hbeing received, were read.||

'

Ordered, to lie on the table.

The Com [mitt] ee appointed to take into consideration

the instructions given to the delegates of New Hamp-
shire, brought in their report, which was read,

Ordered, To lie on the table.

A petition from John Rains, of Bermudas, to the Con-
gi-ess was read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The Congress, taking into consideration the letters from
General Schuyler and Gen[era]l Montgomery, and M"^

Walter Livingston

,

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to

repair to the northward, to confer with Gen[era]l S(?huy-

ler, and pursue such instructions as may be given them
in charge by the Congress.

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Langdon, Mr. [Rob-
ert Treat] Paine, and Mr. [Eliphalet] Dyer.

That a Com[mitt]ee of live be appointed to draw n]i

instructions for the foregoing com[mitt]ee.

||The members chosen|| Mr. [Thomas] Lynch, Mr.

[John] Jay, Mr. [Ricliard Henry] Lee, Mr. [Silas]

Deane, and Mr. J[ohn] Adams.
Resolved, That 3,000 f(>lt liats, ;{,000 worsted caps, ;{,000

})air of buckskin breeches, 3,(XX) pair of shoes, and 3,000

'The letter is in Papers of the Continental Congren, No. 78, II, folio 5.
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pair of yarn stockings, and 3,000 waistcoats, suitable for

the season, be immediately xnirchased and sent to the

Army, under the command of Gen[era]l Schuyler, to be

sold to the soldiers at prime cost, including charges of

carriage, and 5 ^ cent, to the quarter Master, by whom
the said goods are to be sold out.

Mesolved, That those goods be sold to those soldiers

only, who will re-inlist in the continental Army, and to

the new recruits.

Resolved, That as much duffiels or Kersey, as will make
up three hundred watch coats, be purchased and sent to

General Schuyler, with neadles and thread, to be made
into watch coats, and that these be charged to the Con-

tinent, and kept for the use of the outceutries.

Resolved, That a Com[mitt]ee of three be appointed

for pm"chasiug the foregoing articles.

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Alsop, Mr. [Francis]

Lewis, and Mr. [Roger] Sherman.
Ordered, That the Com [mitt] ee apply to the com-

[mitt]ee of inspection of this city ||and liberties of Phila-

delphia, || for theu" Assistance in purchasing the above

articles.

On Motion made. Resolved, That the Congress will to

Morrow take into consideration the state of S[outh]

Carolina.

That the state of the Ai'my at Cambridge be referred

till to Morrow.
The Com [mitt] ee apjjointed to repair to the Camp at

Cambridge, being returned, made a report of their pro-

ceedings:—to be read to Morrow. ||Whereupon,

Resolved, That Saturday next be assigned for taking

into consideration the report of the committee, and the

state of the army at Cambridge.
||
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Resolved, That the petition of Mess" Sears and Randall,

be referred to Monday next, then to be taken into con-

sideration.

The other matters referred to this day postponed and
the order of the day renewed.

IIAdjourned to ten o'clock to Morrow.
||

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1775

The Congi-ess, taking into consideration the report of

the Com [mitt] ee on the New Hampshire Instructions,

Resolved, That it be I'ecommended to the provincial

Convention of New Hampshire, to call a full and free

representation of the people, and that the representatives,

if they think it necessary, establish such a form of gov-

ernment, as, in their judgment, will best produce the

happiness of the peo]>le, and most effectually secure peace

and good order in the province, during the continuance

of the present dispute between G[reat] Britain and the

colonies.

The Congress then, taking into consideration the state

of South Cai'olina, and sundry papers relative thereto,

being read and considered.

Resolved, That a com [mitt] ee of 5 be appointed to take

the same into consideration, and report what, in tlieir

opinion, is necessary to be dojie.

The Com[mitt]ee chosen, M' Lynch, Mr. [Benjamin]
Harrison, Mr. [Archibald] Bullock, Mr. [William]

Hooper, M' J. Rutlcdgo , Mr. [Samuel] Chase, and Mr.
Samuel Adams.
The Com[mitt]ee of claims reported. That there is due

to William Holliday, the sum of JC24G. 12.3 Virginia cur-

r[enc]y=:822 dollars, foi- goods and provisions furnished
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by several persons to the riffle companies ||of Virginia,
||

of which there ought to be (iharged to Capt" Morgan, the

snm of £169. 1. 7i, and to Captain Stephenson, the sum of

£13.16.11, and the rem[ainde]r to the Continent.

That there is due to Andrew Bonner, for goods fur-

nished to Capt. Cressap's comp[an]y, by David Mitchell,

the sum of £67. 4. 6, and for provisions furnished to Capt.

Stephenson's company, the snm of £3.2.6, the last men-
tioned sum to be charged to the Continent, ||both amount-
ing to 187 6/10 dollars. II

Ordered, to be paid.

The Congress, taking into consideration the recom-

mendation from the Convention of New Jersey,

Resolved, that the same be referred to Monday next.

Resolved, That the report of the com [mitt] ee returned

from the Camp and the state of the army at Cambridge
be referred till to Morrow.
The other matters referred to this day postponed and

the order of this day renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1775

A letter from Genl Schuyler, with sundry enclosed pa-

pers, containing an acco[un]t of the taking of fort Cham-
ble, being rec[eive]d and read,^

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Com[mitt]ee

api)oiuted to draught instructions to the Com[mitt]ee ap-

pointed to repair to the northward.

Ordered, That Gen' Montgomery's letter, and the arti-

cles of capitulation, be published ||by the secretary.
||

' This letter, dated October 21, is in Papers of the Cordinental Congress, No. 153, I,

folio 242.
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The Com [mitt] ee appointed on the differences between

the people of Pennsylvania and Connecticut, brought in

their report, which was read, and
Ordered., That the same be taken into consideration on

Monday next.

On Motion made, the Congress came into the following

Resolution

:

The Congress, considering that the most perfect Union
between all the colonies, is essentially necessary for the

preservation of the just rights of North America, and be-

ing apprehensive that there is great danger of hostilities

being commenced, at or near Wyoming, between the in-

habitants of the colony of Pennsylvania, and those of

Connecticut,

Resolved., That the Assemblies of the said colonies be

requested to take the most speedy and effectual steps to

prevent such hostilities.

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas M'Kean and Mr. S[ilas]

Deane, be a com[mitt]ee to wait upon the hon[oura]ble

House of Assembly, of Pennsylvania, now setting, with

a copy of the above resolution.'

Ordered, That a copy of the above [resolution] be

transmitted by express to the magistrates, and people of

Pennsy[lvani]a and Connecticut, on the waters of Sus-

quehannah.'

The Congress, taking into consideration the report of

the Comm[itt]ee from the Camp ||of conference,
||

Resolved, That the new army, intended to lie before

Boston, consist of 20,372 men, officei-s included.

'This rcBolntion was printed in the I'ennmjlvania Packet, 13 November, 1775.

'Theso resolutions wpro printiMl in the Pnnwilranin Packet, 8 January, 177li. With

them were printeil the act of the (nMiei-al Assenilily of Connecticut, and the resolu-

tions of the Continental Congress [lasaed December 20 and 23.
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Resolved, That the pay of the Officers and privates (ex-

cept that of the captains, lieutenants, and ensigns in the

marching regiments) be the same as in the present army.

Resolved, That the pay of a captain, in the marching
regiments, be 26 2/3 dollars per calendar month.

That the pay of a lieutenant in ditto, be 18 dollars per

ditto.

The pay of an Ensign in ditto, be 13 1/3 dollars per

ditto.

Resolved, That each regiment consist of 728 men, offi-

cers included; that it be divided into eight companies,

each company to consist of one capt[ain], two lieuten-

ants, one ensign, 4 Serjeants, 4 corporals, two drums or

fifes, and 76 privates.

Resolved, That a ration consist of the following kind

and quantity of provisions, viz

:

1 lb. of beef, or 3/4 lb. pork, or 1 lb. salt fish, per day.

1 lb. of bread or fiour per day.

3 pints of pease, or beans per week, or vegitables

equivalent, at one dollar per bushel for pease or beans.

1 pint of milk per man per day, or at the rate of 1/72 of

a dollar.

1 half pint of Rice, or 1 pint of Indian meal per man
per week.

1 quart of spruce beer or cyder per man per day, or nine

gallons of Molasses per company of 100 men per week.
3 lb. candles to 100 Men per week for guards.

24 lb. of soft or 8 lb. of hard soap for 100 men per week.
Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Assem-

blies or conventions of the colonies respectively, to set

and keep their gunsmiths at work, to manufacture good
fire locks, with bayonets; each firelock to be made with

a good bridle lock, i of an inch bore, and of good sub-

stance at the breech, the barrel to be 3 feet 8 Inches in
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length, the bayonet to be 18 Inches iu the blade, with
a steel ramrod, the upper loop thereof to be trumpet
mouthed: that the pi'ice to be given be fixed by the As-
sembly or convention, or committee of safety of each col-

ony, and that until a sufficient quantity of good arms can

be manufactured, they import as many as are wanted,

by all the means in their power.

Resolved, That the good arms of such soldiers as leave

the service, be retained for the use of the new army, on a

valuation made of them.

Resolved, That cloathing be provided for the new army
by the Continent, and paid for, by stoppages out of the

soldiers wages, at 1 2/3 dollars per month, that as much as

possible of the cloth for this purpose be dyed brown, and
the distinctions of the Regiments made in the facings.

That a man who brings a good new blanket into the

camp, be allowed 2 dollars therefor, and take it away at

the end of the campaign.

Resolved, That in order to supply the army with provi -

sions, the Commissary gen[era]l be directed to cause

cattle and hogs to be driven at proper seasons to the Camp,
there to be ||slaughtered and|| cured; and as to the arti-

cles of bread and flour, that he proceed in the way [that]

he has done for some time past.

Resolved, That such officers as have served in the pres-

ent army to approbation, and are willing to stay, be pre-

ferred ; and if there are more of these than are necessary

for the new army, that the General distinguish such as

he deems best qualifyed.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several legis-

latures of New England to empower the General to im-
press carriages, vessels, horses, and other things necessary

at a reasonable rate, for the transportation or march of

the army, or any part of it, or on any other emergency, and
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that this power may be deputed in writing under the hand
of the General to the quarter master general, or to any

inferior officer, who are to be accountable for any abuse

thereof.

Resolved,, That the General be directed to propose to

the officers now serving in the present army, that they

signify in writing, as soon as possible, which of them will

continue to serve, and defend their country, and which
of them will retire ; and that such officers as propose to

continue in the service, and are approved by the General,

proceed to enlist their men into the continental service,

upon the same pay and allowance of provisions as is now
given, their service to continue to the last day of De-
cember, 1776, subject to be discharged at any time by the

Cont[inental] Congi'ess.

Resolved,, That if, upon trial, the number of men be-

fore resolved on cannot be raised out of the present army,

then the officers appointed for the new army recruit their

several regiments and companies to their full comple-

ment; and in case the necessity of the service require it,

-that the Gen[eral] be empowered to call forth the min-

ute men or militia of the Massachusetts bay or the neigh-

boring colonies, according to the nature and exigence of

the service.

Resolved,, that it be recommended to the several legisla-

tures, assemblies, or conventions of the colonies to enact

a law or pass an Ordinance, inflicting the following pun-

ishments upon such as harbour deserters, knowing them
to be such, viz : a fine upon all such offenders, not less

than 30, nor more than 50 dollars ; and in case of inability

to pay the fine, to be punished with whipping, not exceed-

ing thirty-nine lashes for each offence: also, that they

empower the Commander in chief, or the officer command -

ing a detachment or any out -post, to administer an oath,
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and swear any person or persons to the truth of any in -

formation or intelligence, or any other matter relative to

the public service.

Resolved, That any person who shall apprehend a de-

serter, and bring him to the regiment to which he belongs,

upon certificate thereof by the colonel or commanding
officer of such regiment, shall be entitled to receive five

Dollars and all reasonable expences from the pay master

general, or deputy pay master, which is to be deducted

from the pay of such soldier.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the report

be referred till to Morrow [Monday].
The Com [mitt] ee appointed to take into Consideration

the state of S[outh] Carolina, brought in their report,

which being read,

Resolved, That for the defence of South Carolina, there

be kept up in that colony, at the (continental expenco,

three battalions of foot ; each battalion to consist of the

same number of men and officers, and be upon the same
pay, and under the same regulations, as the continental

army.

Resolved, That for the defence of the Colony of Georgia,

there be one battalion kept up there at the continental

expeuce, to be composed as the battalions for the defence

of South Carolina.

Resolved, That the said troops be enlisted to the 31st

day of De<.'ember, 177G, subject, however, to be discharged

sooner if the continental Congress shall think proper.

Resolved, That the president sign blank Commissions,
and that the Conventions, or, in their recess, the councils

of Safety for South Carolina and Georgia respectively,

till them up with the names of such officers as they may
think proper, and return a list thereof to the Congi*ess.

Resolved, That in cases of vacancy occasioned by the
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death or removal of a Colonel or inferior officer, the said

Conventions or, in their recess, the said councils of safety,

appoint another person to fill up such vacancy, until a

commission shall issue from this Congress, and that they

return to this Congress a list of the names of the person

or persons so appointed.

Resolved, That the Officers on the continental establish-

ment shall, when acting in conjunction with officers of

equal rank on the provincial establishment, take command
of the latter, and also of the Militia ; and the Officers of

the troops on the provincial establishment shall, when
acting in conjunction with officers of the Militia, take

command and precedence of the latter of equal rank, not-

withstanding prior dates of commissions.

Resolved, That if the Convention, or, in their recess,

the council of safety of South Carolina, shall think it ex -

pedient for the security of that colony, to seize or destroy,

and shall seize or destroy, any ship or vessel of war, this

Congress will approve of such proceeding.

Resolved^ That the town of Charleston ought to be de-

fended against any attempts that may be made to take

possession thereof by the enemies of America, and that

the convention or council of safety of the colony of South
Carolina, ought to pursue such measures, as to them shall

seem most efficacious for that purpose, and that they pro-

ceed immediately to erect such fortifications and batteries

in or near Charleston, as will best conduce to promote its

security, the expence to be paid by the said Colony.

Resolved, That if the Convention of South Carolina shall

find it necessary to establish a form of government in

that colony, it be recommended to that Convention to call

a full and free representation of the people, and that the

said representatives, if they think it necessary, shall
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establish such a form of Government as in their judgment
will best produce the happiness of the people, and most
effectually secure peace and good order in the colony,

during the continuance of the present dispute between
Great Britain and the colonies.

The matters referred to this day postponed, and the

order of the day renewed.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday next.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1775

The assembly of Pensylvania having appointed new
delegates, the said delegates produced their credentials,

w'hich were read and approved, and are as follows:

In Assembly, November 5'', 1775

Resolved, That the Honorable John Morton, Speaker, John Dickin-

son, Robert Morris. Benjamin Franklin, Charles Humphreys, Edward
Riddle, Thomas Willing, Andrew Allen, and James ^^'ilaon, Esquires,

be, and they are hereby, appointed to serve as Representatives of this

Province in the Continental Congress.

Extract from the Minutes,

Charles Moore, Cl^k of Annenihhj.^

Sundry letters from the convention of New York were

—

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of 5 be

appointed to take into consideration the sundry letters

lately received from the convention of New York, and the

state of that colony, and report what in their opinion is

necessary to [be] done.

The members chosen, Mr. R[obert R.] Livingston, Mr.
[Thomas] Lynch, Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison, Mr. [An-
drew] Allen, and Mr. [Samuel] Ward.

'The original is in the fapers uf the Oontinetilal Oongreis, Pennsylvania, (Wilmtiali

0/ Delegates.
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The Congress, resuming the consideration of the report

of the Committee returned from the Camp, and having

agreed to sundry Ai-ticles therein contained, and come to

sundry resolutions,

Ordered, That the secretary digest in order the resohi-

tions of the Congi-ess, as far as they have gone in the

report, and lay the same before Congress to Morrow.

Resolved, That the fm-ther consideration of the report

be referred till to Morrow.

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee be ap-

pointed to examine what money remains in. the conti-

nental treasury xmapplied, and to form an estimate of the

public debts already incurred, and which will become due

on the first day of June next.

That the Committee consist of 3.

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Nelson, Mr.

[James] Duane, and Mr. [Thomas] Cushing.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is due.

To John Forbes, the sum of £35.11.10, equal to 94.9

dollars, for goods and necessaries delivered to several riffle

companies, and of which sum Capt. Cluggage ought to be

charged with £6. 2. 10, and Captain Chambers the sum of

£4. 10 = 12 dollars ; and that the same ought to be paid to

Blair M'Clenachan; the remainder to the Continent.

That there is due to Jane Allen, the simi of £47.0. 7,

and to Vendal Lands the sum of £2. 0. 0, both which sums
being 130.7 dollars, and ought to be paid to Henry Wisner,
and charged to the Continent.

That there is due to Judah Harbow, £7.12.4, and to

Capt. Jackson £13. 4. 6, N. York cur[renc]y for necessaries

fiu'nished to several riffle companies, and that the same
ought to be paid, to Henry Wisner, and charged to the

Continent, being 52.1 dollars.
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That there is due to Andrew Graff, for waggouage, the

sum of £27.2.6, and to Christopher Crawford, for blan-

kets, the sum of £6. 15, both which sums = 90.3 dollars

ought to be paid to Geoi'ge Graff, and charged to the

Continent.

That there is due to Richard Backhouse, for waggon

-

age, &c. the sum of £51.0, = 136 dollars.

That there is due on several certificates produced by

Miles and Wister, the sum of £26.6.4, [equal to 70.1 dol-

lars,] which ought to be paid to them, and £13.10 part

thereof be charged to Capt. Rice's company, and 3s. to

Capt. Cressap's company ; the remainder to the Continent.

That there is due on several certificates produced by

Frederick Leinbach, the sum of £58. 11. 5, = 156 2/10 dol-

lars, and that the same ought to be paid to George
Schlosser, who is empowered to receive it, &c. of which
sum Capt. Price ought to be charged with the sum of

£4. 13.6= [12.4] and Capt. Stevenson, the sum of

£3.15.0 = 10 dollars; and also that Commissary Biddle,

ought to be charged with £6.15.1 = 18 dollars, until it

appears to be otherwise accounted for ; the remainder to

the Continent.

That there is due to John Murrow, for goods delivered

to Capt. Stevenson, £71. 18. 10, = 119 8/10 dollars and the

same ought to be paid to George Davis, and charged to

said Stevenson.

That there is due to Robert Erwiu, waggon master, the

sum of £169.9.3, = 451 9/10 dollars, and that the same
ought to l)e ])aid to him.

That thei-e is due to Timothy Matlack, money paid by
him to Joseph Brown, an Kxpi-ess to Cambridge, the sum
of £17. 4. 1, = 45 9/10 dollars.

That there is due to Jasper Stimes and Abraham Storm,
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the sum of £14.9.2, N. York cmT[ene]y = 36 1/10 for

provisions and carriage furnished by them to the riffle

battalion and that the same ought to be paid for them to

John Alsop, Esq'.

Ordered, That the above sums be paid.

Application being made in behalf of the colony of North

Carolina, for the sum of 3,750 dollars, in part of the ex-

pence incurred for raising a body of forces consisting of

one thousand men for the support of the American Asso -

ciation and the safety of North Carolina agreeable to the

resolve of the Continental Congress,

Resolved, That the same be paid to William Hooper,

Joseph Hewes, and John Penn, Esq" and charged to the

Colony of North Carolina, by which the same is to be ac-

counted for.

The petition of Messrs. Sears and Randal referred to

this day was postponed till to Morrow.
Resolved, That the farther consideration of the report

of the Committee of conference be referred till to

Morrow.

liThe several matters to this day referred being post-

poned, and the order of the day renewed,

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.
||

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1775

A letter from General Washington, No. 11, was read.'

The secretary having digested in order the resolutions

of Congress, as far as they have gone on the report of the

Committee of Conference, produced the same, which
being read, and agreed to as follows:

' This letter is in Papers of the Continemtal Congress, No. 152, I, folio 255, and is

printed in Writings 0/ Oeorge Washington, (Ford) III, 190.
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Resolved, That the following additions and alterations

or amendments, be made in the rules and regulations

of the continental Army, viz.

1. All persons convicted of holding a treacherous cor-

respondence with, or giving intelligence to the enemy,

shall suffer death, or such other punishment as a general

court-martial shall think proper.

2. All commissioned Officers found giiilty by a general

court-martial of any fraud or embezzlement, shall forfeit

all his pay, be ipso facto cashiered, and deemed unfit for

further service as an officer.

3. All non-commissioned Officers and soldiers, con-

victed before a regimental court-martial of stealing, em-
bezzling or destroying ammunition, provisions, tools, or

any thing belonging to the public stores, if a non-com-
missioned officer, to be reduced to the ranks, and pun-

islKid with whipping, not less than fifteen, nor more than

thirty-nine lashes, at the discretion of the court-martial;

if a private soldier with the same corporal punishment.

4. In all cases where a commissioned officer is cashiered

ff)r cowardice or fraud, it be added in the punishment,

that the crime, name, ])lace of abode, and punishment of

the delinquent be published in the news papers, in and
about the camp, and of that colony from which the of-

fender came, or usually resides : after which it shall be

deemed S(!andalous in any officer to asso(;iate with him.

5. Any officer or soldier, who shall begin, excite, cause,

or join in any mutiny or sedition iu the regiment, troop,

or company to which he belongs, or in any other regi-

ment, troop, or com])any of the continental forces, either

Ijy land or sea, or in any party, post, detachment or guard,

on any pretence whatsoever, shall suffer death, or such

other punishment, as a general court-martial shall direct.
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6. Any officer or soldier, who shall desert to the enemy,

and afterwards be taken, shall suffer death, or such other

punishment, as a general court-martial shall direct.

7. Whatsoever commissioned officer shall be found

drunk on his guard, party, or other duty under arms,

shall be cashiered and drammed out of the army with

infamy; any non-commissioned officer or soldier, so of-

fending, shall be sentenced to be whipt, not less than

twenty, nor more than thirty -nine lashes, according to

the nature of the offence.

8. Whatsoever officer or soldier, placed as centinel,

shall be found sleeping upon his post, or shall leave it

before he shall be regularly relieved, if a commissioned

officer, shall be cashiered, and drummed out of the army
with infamy; if a non-commissioned officer or soldier,

shall be sentenced to be whipt, not less than twenty, nor

more than thirty -nine lashes, according to the nature of

the offence

:

9. No officer or soldier shall lie out of his quarters or

camp, without leave from the commanding officer of the

regiment, upon penalty, if an officer, of being mulcted

one month's pay for the first offence, and cashiered for

the second; if a non-commissioned officer or soldier, of

being confined seven days on bread and water for the first

offence ; and the same punishment and a forfeiture of a

week's pay for the second.

10. Whatsoever officer or soldier shall misbehave him-

self before the enemy, or shamefully abandon any post

committed to his charge, or shall speak words inducing

others to do the like, shall suffer death.

11. All public stores taken in the enemy's camp or

magazines, whether of artillery, ammunition, clothing, or

provisions, shall be secured for the use of the United

Colonies : and all commissioned officers, found guilty, by
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a general court-martial, of embezzliug the same, or any of

them, shall forfeit all his pay, be ipso facto cashiered, and

deemed unfit for farther service as an officer. And all

non-commissioned officers and soldiers, convicted before

a regimental court-martial of stealing or embezzliug the

same, if a non-commissioned officer, shall be reduced to

the ranks, and punished with whipping, not less than

fifteen, nor more than thirty -nine lashes, at the discre-

tion of the court-martial; if a private soldier, with the

same punishment.

12. If any officer or soldier, shall leave his post or col-

ours, in time of an engagement, to go in search of plun-

der, he shall, if a commissioned officer, be cashiered, and

drummed out of the army with infamy, and forfeit all

share of plunder; if a non-commissioned officer or sol-

dier, be whipped, not less than twenty, nor more than

thirty -nine lashes, according to the nature of the offence,

and forfeit all share of the plunder taken from the enemy.

13. Every officer commanding a regiment, troop, or

company, shall, upon notice given to him by the commis-
sary of the musters, or from one of his deputies, assemble

the regiment, troop, or company under his command, in

the next convenient place for their being mustered, on

penalty of his being cashiered, and mulcted of his pay.

14. At every muster, the commanding officer of each

regiment, troop or company there present, shall give to

the Commissary of Musters, certificates signed by him-
self, signifying how long such officers, non-commissioned
officers and soldiers, who shall not appear at the said

muster, have been absent, and the reason of their ab-

sence, which reasons and the time of absence, shall be in-

serted in the muster rolls, oi)posite the names of such

absentees: and the surgeons or their mates, shall at the

same time give to the Commissary of musters a certifi-
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cate signed by them, signifying the state of health or

sickness of those under their care, and the said certificate

shall, together with the muster rolls, be by the said com-
missary transmitted to the general, and to this or any

future Congi-ess of the United Colonies, or committee

appointed thereby, within twenty days next after such

muster being taken, on failure whereof, the Commissary
so offending, shall be discharged from the service.

15. Every officer who shall be convicted before a gen-

eral court-martial, of having signed a false certificate

relating to the absence of either officer, non-commissioned

officer, or private soldier; and every surgeon or mate,

convicted of signing a false certificate, relating to the

health or sickness of those under his care, shall be

cashiered.

16. All officers and soldiers who shall wilfully, or

through negligence, disobey any general or special orders,

shall be punished at the discretion of a regimental court-

martial, where the offence is against a regimental order,

and at the discretion of a general court-martial, where
the offence is against an order given from the commander
in chief, or the commanding officer of any detachment or

post, and such general court-martial can be had.

Ordered., that the same be transcribed in order to be

forwarded bj' express to the General.^

Resolved, That Dr. Church be close confined in some
secure gaol in the colony of Connecticut, without the use

of pen, ink, and paper, and that no person be allowed to

converse with him, except in the presence and hearing of

a Magistrate of the town, or the sheriff of the county

where he shall be confined, and in the English language,

until farther orders from this or a future Congress.

'These additions and alterations were printed in the Pennsylvania Packet, 20

November, 1775.
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On motion made, Eesolved, That the Congi-ess proceed

by ballot to the election of field officers for the two bat-

talions ordered to be raised in the Colony of New Jersey.

The Congress then proceeded to the election and
Lord Sterling was unanimously chosen colonel of the

first battalion.

William Winds, Esq. lieutenant colonel of the said

Battalion.

William De Hart, Major of the said Battalion.

William Maxwell, Esq. colonel of the second Battalion.

Israel Shrieve, Esq. lieutenant Colonel of the said

battalion.

David Rhea, Esq. Major of the said battalion.

On motion made, Rcaolvcd That ordci'o ioauc to the

Colonola of oaid rcgimonta to complcat their rcgimonta aa

soon aa poaaiblo and to order the (ionipanica aa faat aa

CH>mplontcd to march to the fort erected at the highlanda

on Hudaona river there to wait the ordera of Congrcaa.

Rcoolved, That the companiea in the aoid battaliona

oonaiat of 1 Capt 2 lieutenanta 2 enaign, 1 oergeanta 1

oorpurala 2 druma or fifoa and 76 ))rivatea.

Mr. Dickinson desiring to be excused from attending

the Committee for importing arms &c which meets in the

Evening, on account of his living out of town, he was
excused

On Motion made, Reaolved, That three new members be

added to the Committee for importing Arms and ammu-
nition and that any five of them be a quorum.
The Members chosen Mr. [Francis] Lewis, Mr. [Josiah]

Bartlett, and Mr. [Archibald] Bullock.

Mr. [John] Dickinson brought a verbal message from
the Assembly of Pensylvania, respecting the resolution

sent to them by Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean, and Mr. [Silas]

Deane, desiring to know on what evidence the Congress
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ground the apprehensions therein expressed, of hostilities

being commenced, at or near Wyoming, between the In-

habitants of the colony of Pensylvania and those of

Connecticut.

Ordered, That the same be referred till to Morrow.
The Committee appointed to take into consideration the

state of New York, brought in their report

:

Ordered, That the same be referred till to Morrow.
The order of the day being renewed, and the several

matters to this day referred, being postponed,

Adjourned till 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1775

On motion made, Resolved, That the Secret Committee
appointed to contract for the importation of arms, am-
munition, &c. be empowerd to export to the foreign West
Indies, on account and risque of the Continent, as much
provision, or any other produce, (except horned cattle,

sheep, hogs, and poultry) as they may deem necessary for

the importation of arms, ammunition, sulphur, and salt

petre.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to

confer with Mr. [Samuel] Kirkland.

The Committee appointed, Mr. [Thomas] Cushing, Mr.
[George] Wythe, and Mr. [Samuel] Ward.
The Committee of Claims made the following report,

That there is due to Alexander Klinger, the sum of

£9. 10 for provisions furnished to Captain Hendrick's com-
pany; and to Resina Mourer, 9/2, for ferriage, and that

the same ought to be paid to Henry Christ, =26.5 dollars.

That there is due to George Cungle, £4.16.10, for pro-

visions furnished to Captain Ross's company,= 12.9

dollars.
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That there is due to Heniy Valentine, £3.18, for tran-

scribing writings for the Congi'ess,=:10.4 dollars.

That there is due to Samuel Bear, for provisions fur-

nished to several companies, the sum of £27.15.7, and
that the same ought to be paid to Thomas Compton,=74
dollars.

That there is due on several certificates and accounts

forwarded by Lewis Ogden, for necessaries furnished

Captain Ross's company, and for a guard over a powder
wagon, the sum of £42.0.2, New York currency, and that

the same ought to be paid to George Kennedy,=105
dollars.

That there is due to Henry Bearing, the sura of £6. 17,

for necessaries furnished to Captain Ross's company, and
that the same ought to be paid to John Biddle, junior,=
18.3 dollars.

That there is due to John Jones, for ferriage of Captain

Ross's company and for provisions for them, the sum of

£2.0, =5.3 dollars.

That there is due on certificates produced by Matthias

Slough, for provisions furnished several riffle companies,

the sum of £22. 3. 2,=59 1/10 dollars.

That there is due on several certificates of provisions

furnished Captain Ross's company, the sum of £23.15.5,

New York currency, and that the same ought to be paid,

per order, to =59.4 dollars.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

The Congi-ess taking into consideration the report of

the Committee to whom were referred the letters from
the convention of New York and the state of that colony,

Resolved, That a commander with the rank of a Colonel,

be appointed to take X\w command of the fortifications or

fortresses on the Highlands on Hudson's river.

6521—VOL 2—05 22
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Resolved, That it be recommended to the convention of

New York, to empower him the said commander to call

together and command two hundred men of the militia

of Duchess, Orange, and Ulster Counties, and one Com-
pany of artillery from the city of New York, who shall

be stationed in the high lands until relieved by the com-
pany of Ai-tillery, du-ected by this Congress to be raised

in the city of New York, and such other continental troops

as may hereafter be directed to take possession of the

same.

Resolved, That the minute men or militia, while on

service, be maintained and paid at the same rate, as the

rest of the continental forces.

Resolved, That a number of the militia of the counties

of Duchess, Orange, and Ulster, be formed into indepen-

dent companies, under the direction of the commander
of the said fortresses, and in case of alarm, be directed to

repair to the several stations in the highlands, which, in

order to prevent confusion, should be immediately assigned

them.

Resolved, That the troops, which shall at any time here-

after be directed to garrison the fortresses in the high-

lands, be put under the direction of the commander of

the fortresses, except when headed by a general officer.

Resolved, That the deputy Commissary general be
directed to provide sufficient jtrovision for 1,000 men for

one month, and keep that quantity in stock.

Resolved, That the powder sent from this place to Gen -

ei'al Schuyler, be remanded, if it can be any ways spared,

and left at the fortresses in the highlands.

Resolved, That the Committee of safety of this city, be

requested to furnish the Colony of New York with 500

lbs. of powder, and to forward the same immediately to

Dobb's ferry; that the Convention of New York give
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orders, to receive it there, and send it as soon as possible

to the fortresses in the highlands.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention of

New York, if they have not already sent forward a suf-

ficient number of cannon for the defence of the fortresses

erecting in the highlands, that they immediately send
forward to those fortresses so many of the cannon at

King's bridge of the best quality and largest bore, as they

may think necessary for that purpose.

On motion made. Resolved, That the bills of sale, for the

vessels ordered to be bought, be made to the continental

treasurers, or those who succeed them in that office, in

trust nevertheless for the use of the Continent, or their

representatives, in Congress met.

Resolved, That the appointment of a commander of the

fortresses at the highlands || on Hudson's river be deferred

till II to Morrow morning.

Mr. [Eliphalet] Dyer having, on account of his indis-

position, excused himself from going to the northward,

the Congi-ess proceeded to the election of another when
Mr. R[obert] R. Livingston was chosen.

The Congi-ess then resumed the consideration of the

instructions reported to the said Committee, which being

debated by paragraphs, were agreed to as follows

:

Instructions to R. R, Livingston, Robert Treat Paine, and John
Langdon, Esquires.

Gentlemen,
The Congress expect that you repair, with as much despatch, as the

ne-oessary preparations for j-our journey will admit, to Ticondcroga,

in order to consult with General Schuyler what number of forces will

be necessary in Canada, and of the best and most efficacious method
for procuring or continuiii;jf such forces in the northern department

during the ensuing winter, of engaging the inhabitants of the colony

of Canada to accede to the Association of the United Colonies, and of

protecting them for the future against their and our enemies.
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If, upon such a conference, it shall be judged necessary, you are

authorized to direct Mr. Livingston, the deputj' commissary general,

to furnish the necessary provisions for an Arm^' of three thousand

men for six months.

You arc also authorized to offer two months' pay as a bounty to

such officers and soldiers as shall re-inlist, to be paid upon their taking

the fortress at St. John's and Montreal, and you are to make use of

every argument, to induce them to re-inlist, or at least to stay until

they can be relieved, and to assure them, that the Congress have taken

care to supply them with proper doathing.

You are to direct the fortresses at Ticondcroga and Crown Point, to

be put into such a posture of defence, as the state of our affairs may
require.

You arc to advise the general to purchase of suih officers and

soldiers, who have arms and are sick, their arms for the use of those

who have none, or bad ones and are well.

Ammunition, it is hoped since the late capture, will not be wanting,

if it should, Congress will send the first that shall arrive.

If there should >)e occasion of reinforcements, you are empowered,

in concert with General Schuyler, to raise any number that can be

procured in Canada, New York, or any of the New England Govern-

ments, in order to possess themselves of Montreal and Quebec.

The Congress desire 3'ou to exert your utmost endeavours to induce

the Canadians to accede to a imion with these colonies, and that they

form from their several parishes, a provincial Convention, and send

Delegates to this Congress. And as, in the present unsettled state of

that country, a regular election can hardly be expected, the Congress

will acquiesce in the choice of such parishes and districts, as are

induced
||
willing

||
to join us.

You may, and are hereby empowered to assure them, that we shall

hold their rights as dear as our own, and on their union with us, exert

our utmost endeavours to obtain for them, and their posterity, the

blessings of a free government, and that security to their persons and

propertj', which is derived from the British Constitution.

And you maj', and are hereby empowered further to declare, that

we hold sacred the rights of conscience, and shall never molest them

in the free enjoyment of their religion.

In case General Schuyler has not yet raised the regiment recom-

mended to him to be raised in Canada, or in case he cannot proceed to
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Canada, you are to use all the means in your power to perfect the

rai.sing of a regiment of Canadians, to join the oontinentiil forces, and

you are, for that purpose, to take with you blank commissions, which,

taking the advice of the general OfEcei's in that department, you are

to till up with the names of such persons as have the most merit and

the best qualilications for the service.

Congress direct you to acquaint General Schuyler, that they approve

of his appointment of captain Dimon, to be a Brigade Major, and have

ordered him a commission accordingly.

The Congress moreover are desirous that you should take an accu-

rate view of the state of our fortifications upon Hudson's river, and
make a report of it as soon as it can conveniently be done.

if the circumstances of the Army should be such, that a ton of pow-
der ma}' be spared, you are to direct that quantity to ))e sent back to

New York, and all such cannon and military stores as shall not be

wanted in Canada, or in the fortifications on the lakes, to be sent to

Alban}', there to remain until the Congress give farther directions

concerning them; and foi- this purpose, you are herewith furnished

with a list of the ordnance and military stores, which were at those

places when taken.

You are to inform the general that the pa}' of some of the officers

is raised, and to take with you from the minutes, the additional

establishment.

You are to direct all sucli officers and soldiers as shall re-inlist, to

be paid ail arrears that may be due to them, according to the i-olls to

be sent by governor Trumbull, who in the mean time will be requested

by Congress to send the rolls to the (leneral, ascertaining how long

the men have been in service.

The disposition of the prisoners is approved of by the Congress, but

the officers are not to be permitted to reside in or near any sea port.

You are authorized to assure Major Brown and Major Li\iiigston,

that C'ongress have a just sense of th(Mr important services, and will

take the first proper opportunity to reward them.

You are also to acquaint the General, that General Montgonier\''s

request, as to the pay of the company of artillery liy him appointed,

is complied with.

A Committee will be appointed to procure as much iiard money as

will be necessar}' to l)e transmitted to the deputv pay master general

in the northern army, to bo used in Canada.
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On motion made, Resolved^ That the Committee ap-

pointed to make an estimate, &c. be authorized to contract

for the making proper paper for a futui-e emission of paper

bills of credit.

On motion made. Resolved, That the president draw an

Order on the Treasurers for the sum of 3,000 dollars, in

favour of the committee of safety of this province, agree-

able to the request of the honorable the Assembly,

towards the expence of the battalion ordered to be raised

in this province.

On motion made, Resolved, That all letters to and from

the delegates of the United Colonies, during the sessions

of Congress, pass, and be carried free of postage, the

members having engaged upon their honour not to frank

or enclose any letters but their own.'

Ordered, That this be published.

On motion made. Resolved, That an order be drawn
on the treasurers for the sum of 20,000 dollars in favour

of Francis Lewis and Roger Sherman, Esqrs. to enable

them to pay for the clothing ordered to be purchased by

them.

The other matters to this day i-eferred, being postponed,

and the order of the day renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER g, 1775

On motion made. Resolved, That every member of this

Congress considers himself under the ties of virtue, honor

and love of his Country not to divulge directly or indi-

rectly any matter or thing agitated or debated in Congress

before the same shall have been determined, without leave

of the Congress; nor any matter or thing determined in

' This reaolution was printed in the Penngylvania Packet, 10 November. 1776.
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Congress which a majority of the Congi-ess shall order to

be kept secret and that if any member shall violate this

agreement he shall be expelled this Congress and deemed
an enemy to the liberties of America and liable to be

treated as such and that every member signify his consent

to this agreement by signing the same.

A letter from the Agents Mr. [Richard] Penn and Mr.

A[rthur] Lee respecting the deliveiy of the petition and

the reception it met with, was read:

Ordered., That the substance of said letter be published.'

The Congress took up the order of the day for appoint-

ing a commander of the fortresses on Hudson's river,

and some debate arising thereon,

On motion made. Resolved, That the appointment of a

commander of the said fortresses be postponed to Wednes-
day next, and [that] Captain John Hanson take and keep

the command of the said fortresses and the troops there,

until the Congress shall appoint a commander.
On a^jplicatiou made by the delegates of Georgia,

Resolved, That the president draw an order on the

treasurers in favour of the delegates of that Colony, for

the sum of five thousand dollars, towards the ex]>ence of

the battalion ordered to be raised in that Colony, the

said Colony to account for the same.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the report

of the Committee appointed to consider the appli(;atiou

'The Postscript to the I'ennxylvania J'lukft, 10 November, 1775, contaiiicil the-

following:

" By luithfiitic iiiti'Uinenco from Ixjiulon hy tlif laHt vessel, we learn timt on the

2l8t of AuKii!<l a copy of the petition to the King, which was sent from the ("iingress

by Mr. R. I'ciin, was sent to tlie Secretary of State for America, and on the lii-st of

September, the (irst moment that was permitted, the original was prenent('<l to him,

which his Lordshi|i promised to deliver to his Majesty.
" His Lordship wiis prcHsinl to oljfain an answer, but those who presented it were

told, 'THAT AS HIS .MAJKSTV DID NOT RECKIVK IT ON THK THKONK,
NO ANSWER WOULD BE GIVEN.'"
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from the Inhabitants of Nova Scotia, and after some de-

bate, the same was postponed till to Morrow.
The order of the day renewed and the several matters

to this day referred, postponed till to Morrow.

IIAdjourned to ten o'clock to Morrow.
||

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER lo, 1775

On motion made. Resolved., That an order be drawn on

the treasurers for 1000 dollars, in favour of Mr. R[obert]

R. Livingston, Mr. [Robert Treat] Paine, and Mr. [John]

Langdon, the Committee appointed to repair" to the north-

ward.

On motion made. Resolved, That the goods bought for

the northern army be sent by land to Dobb's ferry, and
that the president write to the convention of New York,

and desire them to have a vessel ready to take in the said

goods, and transport them immediately to Albany.

Resolved, That the medicines purchased in this city for

the army at Cambridge, be sent thither by land.

Resolved, That the president give written orders to Dr.

[John] Morgan, to call upon Mr. [Isaac] Seai-s, and de-

sire him to deliver what medicines he has under his care,

or can procure, that they may be foi^warded to the camp
at Cambridge, for the use of the continental army.^

On motion made. Resolved, That a Committee be ap-

pointed to enquire into the state of the colony of Virginia,

to consider whether any, and what provisions may be

necessary for its defence, and to report the same to the

Congi-ess.

That the committee consist of five.

The members chosen, Mr. S[amuel] Adams, Mr.
[Thomas] Lynch, Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr. [Samuel]
Ward, and Mr. [Thomas] Johnson.

' Againat this paragraph in the "Corrected Journals" is written the word "Secret."
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Resolved., That all letters to and from the commander
in chief in the continental army, or the chief commander
in the army in the northern department, pass and be car-

ried free of postage.

Resolved, That the commander of the New Jersey bat-

talions be directed to march six companies of said battal -

ions, as soon as they are completed, to garrison the fort

on Hudson's river, in the highlands, in the Colony of

New York.

Resolved, That the president wi'ite to Governor Cooke,

and request him to send to the Committee of Safety of

New York, one ton of powder, for the defence of that

City and Colony.

Resolved, That there be paid to John Wendall, the ex-

press from Albany, who has been detained several || twelve ||

days by order of the Congress, the sum of 1 1/3 dollars per

day
II
sixteen dollars, || for the time he has been so detained

.

Resolved, That an order be drawn on the treasurers in

favor of the delegates of New Jersey, for the sum of 5000

dollars, for the use of the battalions jjordered to be raised

in that colony.
||

Ordered, That the delegates of Pennsylvania do call on
the gentlemen appointed to sign the continental bills, and
request them with all possible expedition to compleat that

business.

The Committee appointed to consider farther ways and
means of promoting the manufacture of salt petre, brought

in their report, whi(!h was read in these words:
It appears to your Committee, that skilful persons sent

to Virginia, and employed there in a public salt petre work,
under the ins])ei'tion of gentlemen who will sujierintend

it, may, with suilicieut assistance, produce a considerable

quantity of that article ; and that a farther supply of it

may be procured from the other colonies, if the assemblies.
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conventions, and councils of safety will appoint proper

persons in theii' respective colonies, whose business it

shall be to employ and set to work such and so many of

their countrymen, as they shall judge fit, to collect earth

from which nitrous salt may be extracted, and to manu-
facture it into salt petre.

The Congress taking into consideration the said report.

Resolved, That Richard Bland, Peter Poythress, John
Bannister, John Buffin, Archibald Gary, Benjamin Wat-
kins, John Tabb, Richard Adams, Richard Randolph, and
Theodorick Bland, the younger. Esquires, or any five or

more of them, be desh-ed and empowered to agi-ee with

the proprietors of the public warehouses, and of other

places impregnated with nitre, in the counties of Prince

George, Dinwiddle, Chesterfield, and Henrico; Carter

Braxton, John Synie, Burwell Basset, Bartholomew Dan-
dridge, William Aylett, George Brook, George Lyne, and
George Webb, Esquires, or any five or more of them,

w^th such proprietors in the counties of Hanover, New
Kent, King William, and King and Queen ; Edmund Pen-
dleton, James Taylor, George Stubblefield, Mann Page,

the younger, Joseph Jones, William Fitzhugh, of Som-
erset, and Fielding Lewis, Esquires, or any four or more
of them, with such proprietors in the counties of Caroline,

Spotsylvania, and King George; and Charles Carter, of

Stafford, Thomas Ludwell Lee, Henry Lee, Thomas
Blackburn, Charles Broadwater, and George Mason, Es-
quires, or any three or more of them, with such proprie-

tors in the county of Stafford, Prince William, and
Fairfax, in the colony of Virginia, to purchase for the use

of the United Colonies, all the salt petre which may
within twelve calendar months be produced from the

floors and yards of the warehouses and other places,

under the management of such persons as the Congress
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shall appoint for that purpose, and to pay to the owners
of the soil, if they will manufacture it at their own ex-

pence, after the rate of two fifth parts of a dollar for

every pound weight, avoirdupois, of clean, pure, and neat

salt petre, delivered to the gentlemen above named, for

the use of the United Colonies, and to hire labourers, and
provide the necessary apparatus, to be employed under
the direction of the said Managers, in the soil of such per-

sons as shall notchuse to adventure in the business them-
selves, paying to the owners, if they require satisfaction,

what they shall be willing to take, so that it do not exceed

one forty -fifth part of a dollar for every pound weight,

avoirdu})ois, of salt petre of the like quality, in both which
cases the Congress will make good the contracts, and will

pay all such expenses as shall be incurred by the gentle-

men desired to siiperiutend the operation ; on whose zeal,

influence, and a])ilitics, to procure, with all convenient

expedition, a large quantity of this article, so necessary

for the defence of their country, and thereby render it a

veiy important service, and by their example and activity

to foi'ward and encourage this useful work, the Cougi'ess

rely with confidence.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assemblies,

Conventions, and committees of Safety, of the thirteen

United Colonies, to appoint cei-tain persons within each
of the said colonies, whose Ijusiness it shall be to employ
and set to worksomany {tersonsas they may think proper,

both to work iip such earth as is now fit for making salt

]>etre, and to collect together and place in beds or walls

under sheds, all such earth and com])osition of materials

as are suitable to pi-oduco salt i)etre, utter being duly ex-

{)Osed to the air, in order to encrease the produce of it,

and that the delegates of the respective colonies be
divectrd to send this losolve, together with tlic resolve of
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last session respecting salt petre, to theii- respective colo-

nies, and cause them to be printed and made public there.

The Congi'ess resuming the consideration of the report

of the Committee on Nova Scotia/

Resolved, That two persons be sent at the expence of

these colonies to Nova Scotia to enquire into the state of

that colony, the disposition of the inhabitants towards the

American cause and the condition of the fortifications,

Docks, yards, the quantity of artillery and warlike stores

and the number of soldiers, sailors and ships of war there

and transmit the earliest intelligence to General Wash -

ington.'

Resolved, That General Washington be directed in case

he should judge it practicable and expedient to send into

that colony a sufficient force to take away the cannon and
warlike stores and to destroy the docks, yards and maga-
zines, and to take or destroy any ships of war and trans-

ports there belonging to the enemy.'

Resolved, That two Battalions of marines be raised, con-

sisting of one Colonel, two Lieutenant Colonels, two
Majors, and other officers as usual in other regiments;

and that they consist of an equal number of privates with

other battalions ; that particular care be taken , that no per -

sons be appointed to office, or inlistedinto said Battalions,

but such as are good seamen, or so acquainted with mari-

time affairs as to be able to serve to advantage by sea when
required : that they be inlisted and commissioned to serve

for and during the present war between Great Britain

and the colonies, unless dismissed by order of Congress :

that they be distinguished by the names of the first and
second battalions of American Marines, and that they be

considered as part of the number which the continental

Army before Boston is ordered to consist of.'

'Against these paragrapha in the "Correcteil Journals" Is written the word
" Secret."
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WOrdered, That a copy of the above be transmitted to

the General. II

Resolved, That to Morrow be assigned for taking into

consideration the Report of the Committee on the disputes

between the people of Connecticut and Pensylvania on
the waters of Susquehannah.

The order of the day renewed,

Adjourned to ten o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER ii, 1775

On motion made, Resolved, That it be recommended to

such proprietors of Tobacco warehouses, and tobacco

houses in Virginia and Maryland, as cannot speedily have
the earth of the floors of their houses worked for salt

petre, that they cause those floors to be soon dug up and
left fine, loose, and light, at least six Inches deep, suffer-

ing the tobacco stalks and trashy leaves to be spread

thereon, and leaving the doors open, especially in dry

weather, as often as convenience will permit, whereby
the soil will be much the more impregnated with nitrous

parti(;les, the manufacture of salt petre facilitated, and
the quantity thereof gi'eatly increased.

Two petitions, one from Charles Wharton and the other

from tTames Loughhead, ||eacli|| ])raying to be appointed

commissary to the Battalions raising in this colony, were
read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

On motion made, Rrsolved. That a Committee of 3 be

appointed to contract with such person or persons as will

undertake, at the cheapest rate, to supply such conti-

nental troops as are or may be in the barracks at Phila -

delphia, during their stay there, with the rations allowed

by this Congress.
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The members appointed, Mr. [Thomas] Lynch, Mr.
[Francis] Lewis, and Mr. [Andrew] Allen.

Resolved., That the recruiting officers in Pensylvania,

send the recruits they may inlist as soon as raised, to the

Barracks in Philadelphia.

A letter from Volkert P. Douw, Esq' dated 6th instant,

was read.^

On motion made, Resolved., That a committee of five be

appointed to take the foregoing letter, and the minutes of

the treaty held with the Indians ||at Albany ||, by the

Indian Commissioners of the northern department, into

consideration and report thereon.

The members chosen, Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr.[ Ben-
jamin] Franklin, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [James]
Duane, and Mr. [Thomas] Gushing.

On motion made. Resolved, That the Committee ap-

pointed to proceed to Tieonderoga and Canada, be directed

to confer with the Generals commanding in that depart-

ment, on the propriety of sending the whole or any part

of the army under their command, with proper artillery

and ammunition, to Quebec, in order to second Colonel

Arnold's expedition, or to renew the attempt, should his

have failed, and to give directions accordingly.

Resolved, That the fortifications of Quebec, in case it

comes into our hands, be repaired, and furnished with
such provisions, arms, ammunition and ai"tillery, as may
be necessary to its security.

Resolved, That in case any one of the foregoing Com-
mittee be disabled or prevented from proceeding, the

other two have full power to proceed and transact the

business entrusted to them.
The committee appointed to confer with Mr. [Samuel]

Kirkland, brought in their report, which was read, and

' This letter is in Papers of the ConiinerUal Confess, No. 78, VII, folio 17.
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the same being taken into consideration, the Congress

came to the following resolution:

Whereas, Mr. Kirkland has been put to considerable

expence and has undergone much fatigue and hardship

in procuring the Indians to meet the Commissioners at

Albany and enter into the treaty concluded there in

August last; and that he hath been very active and suc-

cessful in endeavouring to conciliate the good will of

those people towards the inhabitants of the united colo-

nies and hath in some measure defeated the machinations

of the emissaries and agents of the british Ministry to

increase the number of our enemies.

Resolved., That 113 dollars be paid to the rev. Samiiel

Kirkland, for his past services, out of the continental

treasmy.

Resolved, That for the propagation of the Gospel

amongst the Indians, and conciliating their affections to

the United Colonies, and thereby preserving their friend-

ship and neutrality, Mr. Kirkland be continued in his

mission amongst them, and that for those important pur-

poses, he be allowed and paid out of the continental treas-

ury, for the support of himself and family the ensuing

year, sixty-five pounds sterling, or 288 8/9 Dollars, and
that sixty pounds sterling, or 266 2/3 dollars be advanced
to him, to b(^ disposed of by him in such manner as may
best promote the happiness of the Indians, and attach

them to these colonies.

Resolved, That the farther consideration of the report

be postponed until the Committee to whom Mr. Douw's
letter, and the minutes of the late treaty are referred, have
made the a- report.

On motion made, Resolved, That 3,000 tin cartridge

boxes be made and sent to the Camp, but if tin ||sufficient

to make them|| can be procured, to send it.
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Ordered, That the delegates of Pensylvania be ap-

pointed to carry the above i-esolve into execution.

On motion made, Resolved, That the Committee on salt

petre be empowered to contract with the gentlemen who
offer to proceed to Virginia on this business.

'

Resolved, that the report of the Committee on the dis-

putes between the people of Pensylvania and Connecti-

cut be referred to Monday.
On motion made, Resolved, That 500,000 dollars be sent

to the pay master general, for the use of the army in the

Massachusetts bay.

That 50,000 dollars be sent to the convention of New
York, to be accounted for by said convention.

That the delegates of Pensylvania be appointed to

count and forward the said sums under a guard of three,

viz, 2 of the light horse, and a servant.

Two petitions, one from Murray, Sansom and others,

and the other from Jasper Griffin, were read.

Ordered, To be referred to a committee of 3.

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Lynch, Mr. [Rich-

ard Henry] Lee, and Mr. [Thomas] Johnson.

1
1The order of the day being renewed,

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.
||

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1775

Letter from General Washington, with sundry papers

enclosed, were read.'

On motion made. Resolved, That the Rules and regula-

tions for the Army be published, with the additions and

alterations lately made, and that the preamble or first

article, giving the soldiers leave to sign or not to sign

the same be omitted.

'Tlii-i letter is in Papers of the Conlinenial Congress, No. 152, 1, folio 259, and is

printed in Writings of George Washington (Ford), III, 193.
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On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee be ap-

pointed to prepare a declaration, in answer to sundry

illegal ministei'ial proclamations that have lately appeared

in America.

That the Committee consist of three. The Members
chosen, Mr. R[ichard Henry] Lee, Mr. [James] Wilson,

and Mr. W[illiam] Livingston.

On motion made, Resolved, That Wednesday next, the

22d. instant, be assigned for the appointment of a Briga-

dier general for the Army in the Massachusetts bay.

Resolved, That to Morrow be assigned for taking into

consideration the Memorials respecting tea.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1775

Several matters to this day referred being postponed,

and tlie order of the day renewed.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1775

An Express having arrived with an account of the sur-

render of fort St. John's, the letters from General Schuy-
lei' and general Montgomery were read.'

On motion made, Ordered, That an order be drawn on
the treasurers for 542 dollars in favour of Captain Thomas
Price, he to be accountable for the same, being on account

of his riffle company.
The Committee to whom the ])etition from Jasper Grif-

fin, and the petition from Murray, Sansom and com-

' Schuyler's letter, dated November 7, is in Papers of the Coniinenial Congrem, No.

153, I, folio 254. That of Montgomery, dated 3 November, 1775, is in Papers of the

Conlini-ntal Conyress, No. Uil, folio ;!!).'{. The articles of capitulation are in the same
number, folio 449.
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pany and others, were referred, brought in their report,

as follows

:

That your committee on the memorial of Jasper Grif-

fin, are of opinion, that the examination of the facts, set

forth in that memorial, ought to be referred to the com-
mittee of observation, for Guilford, and that the same

being sufficiently pi'oved, the schooner Betsey^ mentioned

in said memorial, ought to be permitted to proceed on her

voyage, with the cargo purchased and provided for her

before the 10th day of September last, the master and

owner of the vessel previously making oath, that they

will use their best and utmost endeavom-s, that the said

Cargo shall be landed in some foreign port.

On the memorial of Murray, Sansom and company,
Jacob Watson, and Frederick Rhinelander, of the city

of New York, your Committee having examined as far as

they could, into the conduct of the parties concerned, find

no ground to suspect that the owners of the cargo intended

it should be landed or disposed of in any other manner
than set forth in the said memorial, but your Committee
think there are just gi'ounds to suspect, that William Bar-

ron, the master of the ship Peggy, would not be very so-

licitous to prevent the cargo, which might be useful to

the ministerial army, from falling into the possession of

the men of war, he having been before taken in the same
ship, in Rhode Island, with a cargo from Chesapeak Bay,

for Europe, nor can your Committee approve the conduct

of the Owner of the Ship who continued the captain after-

wards.

Your Committee are therefore of opinion, that another

master ought to be appointed to the said ship, who shall

be approved by the committee of Norwich, and that the

time of her sailing, as well as her tract be appointed by

that committee, and the master sworn to use his best en-
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deavours to prevent the said ship falliug into the posses-

sion of any men of war or cutter, and to pursue as far as

he can, the orders of the said committee in navigating the

said ship, on which terms your Committee are of opinion,

the said ship ought to be permitted to proceed with her

cargo.

The said report being read, was accepted and agreed to.

A proposal being made by Nathaniel Sackett, for mak-
ing a quantity of salt petre, being read.

Resolved, That the same be referred to the salt petre

Committee.

The report on the differences between the people of

Connecticut and Pensylvania, also the appointment of a

Brigadier General be postponed till to Morrow.
Order of the day renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER i6, 1775

On motion made, Resolved, That two small swift sail- |
ing vessels be provided for packets, to be under the dii-ec-

tion of the Congress.

Ordered, That Mr. R[obert] Morris of this city, be
appointed to provide said vessels, and that he be directed

to get one ready to sail as soon as possible, and the other

in a month hence.

That a Committee of three be appointed to devise ways /

and means for employing tliese vessels to the best advan- J
tiige.

The Members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Lynch, Mr. (

R[obert] Morris, and Dr. [Btnijamin] Franklin.' ,

'

Resolved, That the appointment of a Brigadier General

be deferred until Thursday next.

'In the "Corrected Journala" theec (our paragraphs are marked "Secret,"
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The Assembly of Pensylvauia having, ||by a resoh;tion

of then* house,
II
recommended ||three|| gentlemen for field

officers for the battalion ordered to be raised in said

Colony, and applications from sundries, for adjutant and
Quarter Master ||to said battalion, || being laid before Con-
gress, ||wereread||.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Sundry papers from the general Court of the colony of

Massachusetts bay, being laid before the Congress, and
read,

Resolved, That the same be referred to a committee of 7.

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Johnson, Mr.
[Roger] Sherman, Mr. W[illiam] Livingston, Mr. [Sam-
uel] Ward, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [William]

Hooper, and Mr. [Benjamin] Hai*rison.

On motion made. Resolved, That the Committee ap-

pointed ||on the 11th instant, to contractu foi' supplying

the Pensylvania battalion in Philadelphia, be empow-
ered to contract for supplying the same ||wherever sent,||

for 12 Calendar Months, to commence Monday, next,

provided they are so long continued in the continental

service.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to

Henry Rankin, for provisions, &c. to Captain Ross's

Company of rifflemen £60.14.5^=161.9 dollars.

That there is due to John Hider, for a boat and 5 men
2 days carrying powder to Trenton, the sum of £4, to be

paid to Joseph Jewells 10.6 dollars.

That there is due to Francis Lee, for horse hire for ex-

presses, the sum of £7.10=20 dollars.

That there is due to John Little, for entertaining of

several expresses, the sum of £6.6.7=16.8 dollars.

Ordered, That the same be paid.

The Committee of Claims also reported an account of
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Major Coates and Captain Cowperthwaite, which being

read,

Ordered., That the same lie on the table for the perusal

of the members.
Ordered, That the delegates write to their colleagues,

who are absent, and inform them that the Congress ex-

pect their immediate attendance.

Resolved, That for the fnture, no member absent him-

self from Congi-ess without leave of Congi'ess.

That the Report of the Committee on the disputes be-

tween Pensylvania and Connecticut be referred till to

Morrow.
On motion, Resolved, That it be a rule of this Congress,

that every member remain in his seat whilst any paper is

reading or question putting.

A letter from Mr. [Thomas] Mifflin, Quarter Master

general of the 3*? Inst., to the Committee for providing

cloathing, was read, and returned to said Committee.

Resolved, That the consideration of the Instructions to

the delegates of Rhode island be deferred till to Morrow.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1775

A letter from General Washington, with a letter and

journal from Colonel Arnold,' and sundry papers, were

read: and the General's letter being taken into consid-

eration,^

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to take into

'Arnold's letter and Journal are in the Papers of the Continenlal Conffretf, No. 162,

(olios 24-28.

'This letter is dated November 8, and ia in the Papers of the OonlineTUal (huffress.

No. ir)2, I, folio 275, Biul Ih printed in Writittgnof George Wanhiugtoii, (Fortl) III, 202.

The coiiy of Arnold's Journal i.s in the l'aper»of the Continental Cungreiui, No. 162,

folio 28.
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consideration so much of said letter as relates to the dis-

posal of such vessels and cargoes belonging to the enemy,

as shall fall into the hands of, or be taken by, the inhabit-

ants of the United Colonies.

That the Committee consist of 7.

The members chosen, Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr.

E[dward] Rutledge, Mr. J[ohn] Adams, Mr. W[illiam]

Livingston, Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin, Mr. [James] Wil-

son, and Mr. [Thomas] Johnson.

Resolved, That the prisoners taken at Chambly and St.

John's, be sent to, and kept in, the towns of Reading,

Lancaster, and York, in the colony of Pensylvania.

That the committee appointed 11th instant, to contract

for supplying the Battalion, raised in Pensylvania, be

empowered to distribute the above prisoners in the towns
aforesaid, and contract for their support or subsistence.

That the rations of the privates be the same as are

allowed the privates in the continental Ai*my.

That Orders issue to the officer who has the charge of

conducting the prisoners, to march them by the nearest

road to Reading, in the colony of Pensylvania, and that the

Deputy Commissary general be directed to supply them
with provisions for their march, agi'eeable to the rations

supplied to the continental Army.
That the said commissary be directed, if the prisoners

agree to it, to send the women, children and Baggage by
water to Amboy, from thence to be sent across to Borden

-

town, and from thence by water to Philadelphia, from
which last place they will be sent to join the Garrison in

the towns allotted them, this being judged the safest,

cheapest, and most commodious way of conveying them.

Whereas it is become necessary to appoint another col -

onel of the regiment of artillery, in the room of Colonel

Gridley, on account of his advanced age.



November, 1775 359

Resolved, That this Congress will indemnify Colonel

Gridley for any loss of half pay, which he may sustain in

consequence of his having been in the service of the

United Colonies.

The Congress then proceeded to the choice of a Colonel

of the regiment of Artillery, when
Henry Knox, Esq^ was unanimously elected.

On motion made, Resolved, That the commissioned

Officers, taken in the forts of Chambly and St. John's, be

put on their parole of honour, that they will not go into

or near any sea port town, nor further than six miles dis-

tant from the respective places of their residence, with-

out leave of the Continental Congress, and that they will

carry on no political correspondence whatever, on the

subject of the dispute between Great Britain and these

Colonies, so long as they remain prisoners.

Whereas the officers taken at fort Chambly, have been

permitted by General Schuyler, to make choice of, and
to reside in Trenton, in New Jersey, and the dispositions

of the prisoners by him made, has been approved by
Congress,

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing resolution be sent

to the Committee of Trenton, and that the Committee be

desired to get the same signed by the officers there.

Resolved, That the officers taken at St. John's, be sent

to Windham and Lebanon, in the Colony of Connecticut,

provided General Schuyler has not given his word for

anotlier disposition of them.

Resolved, That there be a call of the house on Monday
next at 10 o Clock.

The several matters to this day referred postponed to

Monday next to which time the Congress adjourned, to

10 o Clock.
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1775

Sundry letters from General Washington^ and Gover-

nor Trumbull, with sundrj' letters enclosed, among which
sundry intercepted letters from Cork,^ were read.

Two petitions, one from Godfried Fehr, the other from
Melchior Neff, were Upresented to Congi-ess and|| read.

Capt. John Hulbert, who was sent by General Schuyler

to conduct the officers, who were taken prisoners at fort

Chambly, to Trenton, attended and made report of his

proceedings and the disposal of the prisoners.

On motion made. Resolved, That the sum of 16,669 1/3

dollars be put into the hands of Mr. Thomas Lowry, of

New Jersey, for the purpose of furnishing the two bat-

talions raised in New Jersey with the articles allowed for

bounty, and for one month's pay of said Battalions, he to

give security for the disposal of said money, and to render

account to Congress.

Ordered, That Mr. R[obert] Morris confer with Mr.

Lowry, and receive his proposals with regard to the

recompence he will expect for his service.

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to advertise

and receive proposals, and contract for supplying said

Battalions with the rations allowed them.

That this be referred to the Committee appointed to

contract for supplying the battalion I'aised in Pensylvania.

The Congress then proceeded to the election of an Ad-
jutant for the battalion raised in the eastern Division of

New Jersey, when M' Alexander Clough was unanimously

elected.

'The Washington letter is dated November 11, and is in the Papers of the Conii-

iienhtl Congress, No. 152, 1, folio 279, and is printed in ]Yritmg!i of Washington (Ford),

III, 213.

'Brought in by Captain Robbins, in I he captured s<'houner T\i'o Sillers.
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On motion made, Resolved, That General Schuyler be

directed to make farther search in the place where the

lead was found at Crown Point and Ticonderoga, and that

as much lead as can be spared be sent immediately to the

Camp at Cambridge.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be empowered to

contract for the importation of 100 tons of Lead.

Resolved, That intercepted letters be referred to the

Committee of 7, appointed the 17th Instant, in order to

select such parts of them as it may be proper to publish,

and lay the same before Congress.

The several matters to this day referred postponed till

to Morrow.
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1775

Mr. [Robert] Morris, who was appointed to confer with

Mr. Lowry, having made his report, ||and the same being

considered, II

Resolved, That Mr. Lowry be allowed 1 1/4 per cent, in

full of all charges, for the money passing through his

hands.

The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into their further consideration the trade

of the United Colonies and after some time spent therein,

the president resumed the chair, and Mr. [Samuel] Ward
reported, that the Committee had taken into consideration

the matters to them referred, and had come to certain

resolutions, which he was ready to report when the Con-
gress will receive them.

Ordered, that the report of the Committee be now
received.
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The same beinu; read, was ordered to lie on the table.

The Orders of the day beinj; renewed,

Adjourned to 10 o Clock to Morrow morning.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1775

The ConiTress resumed the consideration of the report

fi'om the Committee of the whole, which was agreed to

as follows

:

The Committee of the whole house, to whom were re-

ferred the several ]>etitions from the Island of Bernnula.

representing the distress to which they were exposed by

the uon -exportation agieement, and praying to be relieveti

in such manner as the Congi-ess may deem consistent with

the safety of America, report that they have considered

the same, and thereupon come to the following resolutions

:

That the Inhabitants of the island of Bermuda api>ear

friendly to the cause of America, and ought to be supplied

with such and so great a quantity of the produce of these

colonies, as may be necessary for their subsistence and
home consumption; that, in the opinion of this Com-
mittee, they will annually require for the purposes afore-

said, 72,(XX> bushels of Indian corn, 2,(KX) barrels of bread

or flour, l.OOC) barrels of beef or pork, 2,1CX> bushels of

peas or beans, and olX) tierces of rice, and that they be

permitted to export the same yearly.

That the said Inhabitants ought to pay for the above

annual allowance in salt, but it is not the design of this

resolution to exchule them from the priviledge of receiv-

ing American produce to any amount in exchange for

ai-ms, ammunition, salt petre, sulphur, and field pieces,

agi-eeable to a resolution of Congi'ess, passed the 15th of

July last.

That, to enable such of these colonies as can couven-

ientlv furnish the Island of Bermuda with the abovemeu-
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tioned annual allowance, to divide whatever advantages

may result therefrom, in proportion to their respective

shares of the general expence. It is further the opinion

of this Committee,

That the Colony of South Carolina supply them with

three hundred tierces of rice.

That the Colony of North Carolina supply them with

16,000 Bushels of Indian corn, and 468 bushels of peas or

beans.

That the Colony of Virginia supply them with 36,000

Bushels of Indian corn, and 1,050 bushels of peas or beans.

That the Colony of Maryland supply them with 20,000

bushels of Indian corn, and 582 biishels of peas or beans.

That the colony of Pensylvania sui)])ly them with 1,200

barrels of flour or bread, and 600 barrels of beef or pork.

That the Colony of New York suj)ply them with 800

barrels of flour or bread, and 400 barrels of beef or pork.

That the conventions or committees of safety of the

above mentioned colonies ought to superintend the said

exportation, provide against frauds, and take care that,

in exchanging the said commodities of salt and provisions,

no undue advantages be taken by either party of their

mutual wants, and further, that no vessel employed in

this lousiness ought to load without their permission, and
that when they shall, in jninsuance of these resolutions,

permit any of the said vessels to load, they do give notice

thereof to the committee of Ins])ection of the county, city,

or town where such vessel sliall load, and inform them
that the same is done under the authority and by order

of this Congi'ess.

That these resolutions ought to be kept as private as

the execution oi them will admit.

That they should be transmitted to the several conven-
tions, assemblies, or committees of safety of the United
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Colonies, and to the island of Bermuda; and that the

inhabitants of the latter be informed, that the Congress

will afford them other necessaries (such as lumber, soap,

and candles) whenever the quality and quantity of each

of those articles used in the Island shall be ascertained.

That Edward Stiles be permitted, under the direction

of the committee of safety of the colony of Pensylvania,

to send the Brig Sea Nymph, Samuel Stobel, Master, with

4,000 bushels of Indian corn, 300 barrels of flour, 100 bar-

rels of bread, 20 barrels of pork, 8 barrels of beef, 30

boxes of soap, and 15 barrels of apples to Bermuda, for

the immediate supply of the Inhabitants, and that the said

cargo be considered as a part of the annual allowance

aforesaid, for the year ensuing.

The Congi'ess resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee on Mr. [Volkert P.] Douw's letter, and

the minutes of the late treaty at Albany, and after some
debate, the same was postponed.

Adjourned to ten o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1775

On motion made. Ordered, That one hundred and
twenty Dollars be paid to Captain [John] Hulbert, and
charged to account of General Schuyler, and that said

Hulbert, after stationing his men at the fortresses on
Hudson's River, have leave to be absent ten days.

f^ The Committee for fitting out 4 armed vessels brought

\ in a set of rules for the government of the American

2 Navy, and articles to be signed by the officers and men
employed in that service, which were read, and ordered

, to lie on the table for the perusal of the members.
The Committee of 7 to whom General Washington's

letter was referred, brought in their report, which was
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read, and ordered to lie on the table for the perusal of

the members.
Resolved, That these reports be taken into considera-

tion to Morrow.
The Committee of In iapcction of the City of Philadcl

])hin laid ))cfoi'o CongrcBB information of importance

which was read.

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the

report on Mr. Douw's letter, and the Albany treaty, and
after debate, the first paragraph was postponed; the re-

mainder was agi'eed to as follows

:

The Committee to whom it was referred to take into

consideration the letter from Volkert P. Douw, Esq' and

the minutes of the treaty held with the Indians at Al-

bany, by the Commissioners for Indian affairs in the

northern department, have examined the same, and come
to the following resolutions thereupon

:

That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the In-

dians be assured that this Congress are pleased with their

desire, that the trade should be opened as formerly at

Albany and Schenectady, that the Congi-ess will exert

then- strenuous endeavours to procure the goods the In-

dians may want, and put the trade under such wise regu-

lations, as that mutual justice may be effected, and that

they hope those endeavours will be successful.

That General Schuyler be desii-ed to furnish the Com -

missioners at Albany with some powder, if he can spare

it, to be distributed among the Indians, who in the pres-

ent circumstances, are much distressed by the want of

that article.

That the Commissioners for transacting Indian Affairs

in the northern department, be desired to obtain from the

Mohawk Indians, and the cor]>oration of Albany, a state

of the controversy between them, concerning the land
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desired by the former in the late treaty at Albany, to be

restored to them, and report the matter as it shall appear

to them, to the Congress.

That the said Commissioners be desired, at the expence

of the United Colonies, to provide for and entertain the

Sachems or warriors of the Six Nations, and other In-

dians friendly to these colonies, theu" attendants and

messengers, with the accustomed hospitality when they

come to Albany or Schenectady, to treat, or give intelli-

gence of public affairs, or upon a visit, and for this pur-

pose that 750 dollars be lodged in the hands of the said

Commissioners, subject to account.

That the said Commissioners be directed to employ two
blacksmiths for reasonable salaries, to reside among and
work for the Indians of the Six Nations.

That the said commissioners be empowered to employ
an interpreter, with a salary of 222 1/5 dollars by the

year, commencing the 12th day of this month, who shall

also be allowed his travelling expences to be settled by the

Commissioners, and James Deane, if they judge him well

qualifyed, is recommended to execute this office.

That 23 dollars be paid James Deane over and above

the 75 dollars advanced him by the Commissioners for

his past services.

On motion made. Resolved, That three members be

added to the foregoing committee to compose a committee

for devising a plan for carrying on a trade with the In-

dians, and ways and means for procuring goods proper

for that trade.

The members added, Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr. [Silas]

Deane, and Mr. [Francis] Lewis.

Whereas Major [Joseph] Hawley, from the situation

of his private affah-s, cannot attend the business of a



November, 1775 367

Commissioner for Indian affairs, and having by his letter

desired to be excused from that service,

Resolved, That to Morrow be assigned for electing a

commissioner for Indian Affairs in the northern depart-

ment, in the room of Mr. Hawley.
Information being given, that certain frauds have been

attempted in executing contracts for the Continent,

Resolved, That a Committee of 5 be appointed to en-

quu'e into this matter.

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr.
[Thomas] Lynch, Mr. [Thomas] Johnson, Colonel

[Richard Henry] Lee, and Mr. S[amuel] Adams.
Application being made by Mr. [John] Jay, in behalf

of Lieutenant Hamar, now at Trenton, for leave to reside

with Mr. [William] Duer, near Saratoga, the same was
granted, he to be upon the same parole as heretofore,

with this variation, not to go farther than 12 miles dis-

tant from the place now assigned him.

Application being also made in behalf of Lieutenant

Symes, a prisoner now in the gaol of this city, for leave

to reside at Trenton, on the same parole as the other offi-

cers there. The same was granted.

Information being given by the committee of inspection

of this city, that sundry persons in this city have refused

to receive in payment or give a currency to the bills issued

by order of this Congi-ess, and also to those emitted by
the Assembly of this province,'

Resolved, That the same be referred to a committee of

7 who are to take the same into Consideration, and make
report thereon to Congress.

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Jay, Dr. [Benjamin]
Franklin, Mr. S[amuel] Adams, Mr. [Thomas] Johnson,

' The original ie in Papert of the Continental Omgrat, No. 69, I, folio 25.
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Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr. E[dward] Rutledge, and Mr.

[Thomas] Jefferson.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to ten o'Clock to Moitow.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1775

I On motion made. Resolved, That despatches be sent ||to

-< the colony agents in England, || by Mr. Morris's vessel,

^ which will be ready to sail on Monday next.

The committee to whom the intercepted letters were

referred, brought in their report, which being read and
agreed to.

Resolved, That it be recommitted to the same Com-
mittee, and that they have the extracts agreed to pub-

lished,Hogether with an authentic account of the capture

of Chambly and St. John's, and to have 1000 copies

struck off to go with the dispatches.

( That the said committee prepare a letter to the ||colony ||

I
agents to go by Mr. Morris's vessel.

The Congress proceeded to the choice of an Indian

Commissioner, in the room of Major Hawley, ||and the

ballots being taken and examined,
||

Timothy Edwards, Esq^ was unanimously elected.

On motion made, Resolved, That a committee of 3 be
appointed to take into consideration the state of North
Carolina, and report to Congress what in their opinion is

necessary to be done for its safety and security.

The members chosen, Mr. E[dward] Rutledge, Mr.
[Thomas] Jefferson, and Mr. [William] Paca.

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the

I'ulca of the na^-y &o., which being again road and debated

'Printed in the Pennsylvania Packet, 27 November, 1775.
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wci'o agreed to aa follows report of the Committee on

General Washington's letter, and the same, being again

read and after being debated, referred till to Morrow.
A petition from Downham Newton, was presented and

read.

Resolved., That the same be committed to a committee

of three.

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr.

[Andrew] Allen, and Mr. [John] Jay.

On motion made. Resolved, That the treasurers pay such

sums of money as the committee for promoting the man-
ufacture of salt petre shall draw orders upon, or apply to

them for, not exceeding one thousand dollars, to be ac-

counted for by said committee.

That in case the Committee for promoting the manu-
facture of salt petre, cannot procure persons to go to

Virginia for that pui-pose, it be recommended to the gen-

tlemen, who are desired and empowered to superintend

and forward the work in that colonj% to employ any skil-

ful managers they can meet with, to imdertake it.

A petition from Captain Dugal McGregor, was pre-

sented and read.

Resolved, That the same ||be referred to|| the committee

of 3 above appointed ||to whom Downham Newton's peti-

tion is referred. II

The Committee on ||the state of|| the treasury, brought

in their report, which was read, and ordered to be taken

into consideration to Morrow.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to ten o'Clock to Morrow.

6621— vol, 2—05 24
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1775

The Congress proceeded to the election of field officers

for the Battalion raising in Pensylvania, when ||the bal-

lots being taken and examined :||

John Bull, Esq' was elected Colonel.

James Irvine, Esq' lieutenant Colonel.

Anthony James Morris, Esq. Major.

Resolved, That Monday next be assigned for the ap-

pointment of an Adjutant and Quarter Master for the 'i'*

Battalion, raised in New Jersey, and an adjutant and

quarter master for the Battalion raised in Pensylvania.

Resolved, That Tuesday be assigned for the considera-

tion of the memorials of the Teaholders ||in New York

and Philadelphia. II

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to

John Hinchman, for provisions furnished to several riffle

Companies, the sum of £24.8.101=65.2 Dollars.

Christopher Hayne, for Kettles and canteens, furnished

to Captain Stevenson and Captain Ross's companies, the

sum of £13.8.4=35.8 dollars, which ought to be paid to

Gibson and Aston.

Richard Bache, Deputy post master, for sundry post-

ages, from the 14th of October, to 8th November, 1775,

inclusive, of £11.13.3=31.1 dollars.

Thomas Dewees, for dieting the crew of the ship Re-

becca and Frances, the sum of £16.13=44.4 dollars.

Levi Hollingsworth, for expences of himself and three

others, to Ticonderoga and back again, (who took with

them a sum of money for the general) [Schuyler,] the

sum of £48.6.8=128 dollars.

Andrew Bunker, for Blankets and Kettles, furnished

Captain Stevenson's company by Anthony Noble,

£15.11.6=41.4 dollars.
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Doctor Franklin, for the expences of Mr. [Benjamin]

Harrison, Mr. [Thomas] Lynch, and himself, on their

journey to the camp at Cambridge, including carriage

hire, &c. the sum of £218.4.0=:581.9 dollars, and for

other monies paid by him for the continental service, in-

chuling £7.10 [=20 dollars] advanced to Christopher Ma-
deira, and to be charged to him the sum of £27.5=72.7

dollars.

John Sterret, for goods furnished by Joseph Holmes to

Cajitain Morgan's Company, to be charged to said com-
pany, the sum of £20.19.6=55.9 Dollars.

William West, for goods furnished by John Holmes to

Captain Cluggage's company, the sum of £105.10 [=281.3

dollars,] of which sum, £13.3.6 [=35 12/9U dollars] being

for blankets is to be charged to the Continent, and the

remainder to Captain Cluggage's company.
Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

The Congi'ess resumed the report of the Committee on
General Washington's letter, and the same being debated

by paragraphs, was agreed to as follows

:

The Committee to whom so much of the letter from
General Washington to the president of the Congi-caa

dated the 8th Instant as relates to the disposal of the

vessels and cargoes belonging to the enemy, which shall

fall into the hands of or be taken by the inhabitants of

the united colonies and so much of the report of the

committee of Congress, which lately went to the Camp at

Cambridge as related to that subject, were referred, have

examined the matter thereof and directed the same, as it

appears to them, together with the resolutions of the

Committee thereupon to be reported as followeth.

Whereas, it appears to your Committee from undoubted
information, that many vessels which had cleared at the

respective custom houses in these colonies, agreeable to
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the regulations established by acts of the British parlia-

ment, have in a lawless manner, without even the sem-

blance of just authority, been seized by his majesty's ships

of war, and carried into the harbour of Boston and other

ports, where they have been riffled of their cargoes, by

orders of his majesty's naval and military officers, there

commanding, without the said vessels having been pro-

ceeded against by any form of trial, and without the

charge of having offended against any law.

It further appears to your Committee that orders have

been issued in his majesty's name, to the commanders of

his ships of war, "to proceed as in the case of actual

rebellion against such of the sea port towns and places

being accessible to the king's ships, in which any troops

shall be raised or military works erected," under colour

of which said orders, the commanders of his majesty's

said ships of war, have ah'eady burned and destroyed the

flourishing and populous town of Falmouth, and have

fired upon and much injured several other towns within

the United Colonies, and dispersed at a late season of the

year, hundreds of helpless women and children, with a

savage hope that those may perish under the approaching

rigours of the season, who may chance to escape destnic-

tion from fii-e and sword, a mode of warfare long exploded

amongst civilized nations.

It also appears to your Committee, that the good people

of these colonies, sensibly affected by the destruction of

their property, and other unprovoked injuries, have at

last determined to prevent as much as possible a repeti-

tion thereof, and to procure some reparation for the same,

by fitting out armed vessels and ships of force. In the

execution of which commendable designs, it is possible

that those who have not been instrumental in the unwar-
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rantable violences abovementioned may suffer, unless

some laws be made to regulate, and tribunals erected

competent to determine the propriety of captures : There-

upon your Committee came to the following resolutions

:

1. That all such ships of war, frigates, sloops, cutters,

and armed vessels as are or shall be employed in the

present cruel and unjust war against the United Colonies,

and shall fall into the hands of, or be taken by the inhabi-

tants thereof, be seized and forfeited to, and for the pur-

poses hereinafter mentioned.

2. That all transport vessels in the same service, having

on board any troops, arms, ammunition, cloathing, pro-

visions, or military or naval stores, of what kind soever,

and all vessels to whomsoever belonging, that shall be

employed in carrying provisions or other necessaries to

the British army or armies, or navy, that now are or shall

hereafter be within any of the United Colonies, shall be

liable to seizure, but that the said cargoes only be liable

to forfeiture and confiscation, unless the said vessels so

em])loyed belong to an inhabitant or inhabitants of these

United Colonies; in which case the said vessel or vessels,

together with her or their cargo, shall be liable to confis-

cation.'

3. That no master or commander of any vessel shall be

intitled to cruize for, or make prize of any vessel or cargo

before he shall have obtained a commission from the Con -

gress, or from such person or persons as shall be for that

purpose appointed in some one of the United Colonies.

4. That it be and is hereby recommended to the several

legislatures in the United Colonies, as soon as possible, to

erect courts of Justice, or give jurisdiction to the courts

now in being for the purpose of determining concerning

'This paragrupli whh nuniitieU by a rttmlution of Dei-einbtir 19, 1775.
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tlie captures to be made as aforesaid, aud to provide that

all trials in such case be had by a jury under such quali-

fications, as to the respective legislatures shall seem ex-

pedient.

5. That all prosecutions shall be commenced in the

com't of that colony in which the captures shall bo made,

but if no such court be at that time erected in the said

colony, or if the capture be made on open sea, then the

prosecution shall be in the court of such colony as the

captor may find most convenient, provided that iiDthint;

contained in this resolution shall be constru(^d so as to

enable the captor to remove his prize from any colony

competent to detei-mine concerning the seizure, after he

shall have carried the vessel so seized within any harbour

of the same.

G. That in all cases an appeal shall be allowed to the

Congress, or such person or persons as they shall appoint

for the trial of appeals, ])rovided the appeal be demanded
within five days after definitive sentence, and such ap-

peal be lodged with the secretary of Congress within

forty days afterwards, and provided the part}' appealing

shall give security to prosecute the said appeal to effect,

and in case of the death of the secretary during tlie recess

of Congress, then the said appeal to be lodged in Con-
gress within 20 days after the meeting thereof.

7. That when any vessel or vessels shall be fitted out

at the expence of any private person or persons, then the

captures made shall be to the use of the owner or ownei's

of the said vessel or vessels; that where the vessels em-
ployed in the capture shall be fitted out at the expence of

any of the United Colonies, then one -third of the prize

taken shall be to the use of the captors, and the remain-

ing two -thirds to the use of the said colony, and where



November, 1775 375

the vessels so employed shall be fitted out at the conti-

nental charge, then one-thii-d shall go to the captors, and
the remaining two -thirds to the use of the United Colo-

nies
;
provided, nevertheless, that if the capture be a ves-

sel of war, then the captors shall be intitled to one -half

of the value, and the remainder shall go to the colony or

continent as the case may be, the necessary charges of

condemnation of all prizes, being deducted before any
distribution made.

8. That the captures heretofore made by vessels fitted

out at the continental charge were justifiable, and that

the distribution of the captor's share of the prizes by
General Washington, be confiraied, which is as follows:

That the share allowed to the captors be divided among
the officers and men in the following proportions, viz:

Captain or commander,
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Resolved., That the farther consideration thereof be

postponed till Monday next.

The orders of the day being renewed,

Adjourned to ten o'Clock on Monday.'

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1775

A report prevailing that young Mr. Skene, ||who was

a prisoner in Connecticut, H
^ has made his escape from

Hartford,

On Motion made. Resolved, That a Committee be ap-

pointed to enquire into the truth of that report.

That the Delegates of Connecticut be a Committee for

the purpose expressed in the foregoing resolution.

On Motion made. Resolved, That orders issue to Lord

Stei'liug to collect the troops raised in New Jersey (except

the six companies ordered to the fortresses on Hudson's

River) and to place them in barracks in the eastern divi-

sion of New Jersey, as contiguous to New York as may
be, there to remain till farther orders from Congress.

Resolved, That a letter be written to the Convention of

New York, requesting them to use their utmost endeavours

to furnish the troops raised in New Jersey for the defence

of New York, with as many arms as they can spare.

The Congress then proceed [ed] to the choice of officers

||of an adjutant and quartermaster for the battalion raised

in the western division of New Jersey, when||

Mr. Ephraim Anderson was elected adjutant, and Mr.

Buddel Shinn, quartermaster of the battalion raised in the

western division of New Jersey.

' "I am really engaged in constant business from seven to ten in the morning in

committee, from ten to four in Congress, and from six to ten again in committee.

Our assembly is scarcely numerous enough for tlie business; everybody is engaged,

all day in Congress, and all the morning and evening in committees." John Adams
to Atrn. Mercy Warren, 25 November, 1775.

• It was John Philip Skene.
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On motion made, Resolved, That the troops in the serv-

ice of the Continent be supplied with fuel and bedding at

the expence of the Continent.

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the treasurers, for

the sum of 3,000 Dollars, in favour of the committee of

safety for Pennsylvania, to be applied towards the pay of

the battalion raised in Pensylvania. The said committee

to be accountable for the expenditure of said sum.

A letter from General Washington 19th November,
enclosing a copy of a letter from Colonel Arnold, 27th

October, was read.'

The Congi-ess resumed the Consideration of the report

of the Committee on the disputes between Hthe people

of
II
Connecticut and Pensylvania, and after debate,

Resolved, That the same be recommitted, and that it be

an instruction to the Committee to hear evidence on the

possession and jurisdiction ||of the lands in dispute, || and
reduce to writing such parts of the evidence adduced to

them as they shall think proper and lay the same before

Congress.

As three of the Committee are absent, viz. Mr. J[ohn]
Rutledge, Mr. [Samuel] Chase, and Mr. [James] Kinsey,

Resolved, That 3 members be added in their room.

The members chosen, [George] Wythe, Mr. [John]

Jay, and Mr. [William] Hooper.

The Conmiittee on the state of North Carolina brought
in their report, which was read.

The several matters to this day referred, being postponed,

Adjourned tu ten o'Clock to Morrow.

'This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Conffress, No. 152, I, folio 28:!, ami is

printe<l in Writingt of deorge H'aahinytuu (Fonl), III, 225. The copy of Arnold's

li'tttT iM with it.
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TUESDAY. NOVEMBER 28, 1775

On motion made, Ordered, That Mr. R[obert] Morris

call on the several persons appointed to sign the Conti-

nental bills, and desire them, with all possible expedition,

to finish the numbering and signing said bills, as the

Money is much wanted.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the rules

for the regulation of the Navy of the United Colonies, and

the same being debated by paragraphs, were agreed to as

follows

:

Rulesfm' tlie Regulation of the Navy oftlie United Colonies

The Commanders of all ships and vessels belonging to the thirteen

IJuited Colonies, are strictly required to shew in themselves a good

example of honor and virtue to their officers and men, and to be very

vigilant in inspecting the behaviour of all such as are under them, and

to discountenance and suppress all dissolute, immoral, and disorderly

practices, and also such as are contrar\' to the rules of discipline and

obedience, and to correct those who ai'e guilty of the same, according

to the usage of the sea.

The Commanders of the ships of the thirteen United Colonies, are to

take care that divine service be performed twice a day on board, and

a sermon preached on Sundays, unless bad weather or other extraor-

dinary accidents prevent it.

If any shall be heard to swear, curse, or blaspheme the name of God,

the Commander is strictlj' enjoined to punish them for every oflFence,

by causing them to wear a wooden collar, or some other shameful

badge of distinction, for so long time as he shall judge proper. If he be

a commissioned officer, he shall forfeit one shilling for each offence, and

a warrant or inferior officer six pence. He who is guilty of drunken-

ness, if a seaman, shall be put in irons until he is sober, but if an officer,

he shall forfeit two days' pay.

No Commander shall inflict any punishment upon a seaman beyond

twelve lashes upon his bare back, with a cat of nine tails; if the fault

shall deserve a greater punishment, he is to apply to the Commander

in chief of the Navy, in order to the trj'ing of him by a court martial,

and in the mean time, he uiav put hhii under continemcnt.
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The Commander is never by his own authority to discharge a com-

mission or warrant officer, nor to punish or strike him, but he may
suspend or confine them, and when he comes in the wa}^ of a Com-

mander in chief, apply to him for holding a court martial.

The Officer who commands by accident of the Captain's ||or com-

mander'sll absence (unless he be absent for a time by leave) shall not

order any correction, but confinement, and upon the captain's return

on board, he shall then give an account of his reasons for so doing.

The Captain is to cause the articles of war to be hung up in some

public places of the ship, and read to the ship's company once a

month.

Whenever a Captain shall inlist a seaman, he shall take care to enter

on his books the time and terms of his entering, in order to his being

justly paid.

The Captain shall, before he sails, make return to, and leave with

the Congress, or such person or persons us the Congress shall appoint

for that purpose, a compleat list of all his officers and men, with the

time and terms of their entering; and during his cruize shall keep a

true account of the desertion or death of any of them, and of the

entering of others, and after his cruize, and before anj' of them are

paid oft', he shall make return of a compleat list of the same, includ-

ing those who shall remain on board his ship.

The men shall, at their retjuest, be furnished with slops that are

necessary by the Captain or purser, who shall keep an account of the

same, and the Captain, in ids return in the last mentioned article

directed to be made, shall mention the amount delivered to each man,

ill order to its being stopped out of his pa}'.

As to the term " inferior Officer,"' the Captain is to take notice that

the same does not include any commission or any warrant officer,

except the second master, surgeon's mate, cook, armourer, gun-smith,

master at arms, and sail maker.

The Captain is to take care when any inferior oflBcers or volunteer

seamen are turned over into the ship under his command from any

other ship, not to rate them on the ship's books in a worse tiiiality, or

lower degree or station, than they served in the ship they were

removed from; and for his guidance he is to demand from the com-

mander of the ship from which they are turned over, a list, under his

hand, of their names and (|ualitio•^.

Any officer, seaman, or others, intitled to wages or prize money,

may have the same paid to his assignee, jjiovided the assignment lie
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attested by the Captain or Commander, the master oi' purser of the

ship, or a chief magistrate of some county or corporation.

The Captain is to discourage the seamen of his ship from selling any

part of their wages or shares, and never to attest the letter of attorne)'

of any seaman, until he is fully satisfied that the same is not granted

in consideration of money given for the purchase of his wages or

shares.

When any inferior officer or seaman dies, the Captain is forthwith

to make out a ticket for the time of his service, and send the same by

the first safe convej'ance to the Congress, or agents by them for that

purpose appointed, in order to the wages being forthwith paid to the

executors or administrators of the deceased.

A convenient place shall be set apart for sick or hurt men, to which

they are to be removed, with their hammocks and bedding, when the

surgeon shall advise the same to be necessary, and some of the crew

shall be appointed to attend and serve them, and to keep the place

clean.

The cooper shall make buckets with covers and cradles, if necessary,

for their use.

All ships furnished with fishing tackle, being in such places where

fLsh is to be had, the Captain is to employ some of the company in

fishing; the fish to be distributed daily to such persons as are sick or

upon recover}^ provided the surgeon recommend it, and the surplus,

by turns amongst the messes of the officers and seamen, without

favour or partiality and gratis, without any deduction of their allow-

ance of provisions on that account.

It is left to the discretion of Commanders of squadrons, to shorten

the allowance of provisions according to the exigence of the service,

taking care that the men be punctually paid for the same.

The like power is given to Captains of single ships in cases of abso-

lute necessity.

If there shall be a want of pork, the Captain is to order three pounds

of beef to be issued to the men, in lieu of two pounds of pork.

One day in every week shall be issued out a proportion of flour and

suet, in lieu of beef, for the seamen, but this is not to extend be3'ond

four months' victualling at one time, nor shall the purser receive

any allowance for flour or suet kept longer on board than that time,

and there shall be supplied, once a 5'ear, a proportion of canvass for

pudding-bags, after the rate of one ell for every sixteen men.

If any ships of the thirteen United Colonies, shall happen to come
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into port in want of provisions, the warrant of a Commander in chief

shall be sufficient to the Agent or other instrument of the victualling,

to supply the quantity wanted, and in urgent cases where delay may
be hurtful, the warrant of the Captain of the ship shall be of equal

effect.

The Captain is frequently to order the proper officers to inspect into

the condition of the provisions, and if the bread proves damp, to

have it aired upon the quarter deck or poop, and also examine the

flesh casks, and if any of the pickle be leaked out, to have new made
and put in, and the casks made tight and secure.

The Captain or purser shall secure the cloaths, bedding, and other

things of such persons as shall die or be killed, to be delivered to their

executors or administrators.

All papers, charter parties, bills of lading, passports, and other

writings whatsoever, found on board any ship or ships, which shall be

taken, shall be carefully preserved, and the originals sent to the court

of Justice for maritime affairs, appointed or to be appointed by the

legislatures in the respective colonies, for judging concerning such

prize or prizes; and if any person or persons shall wilfully or negli-

gently destroy or suffer to be destroyed, any such paper or papers, he

or they so offending, shall forfeit their share of such prize or prizes,

and suffer such other punishment, as they shall be judged by a court-

martial to deserve.

If any person or persons shall embezzle, steal, or take away any

cables, anchors, sails, or an}' of the ship's furniture, or any of the

powder, arms, ammunition, or provisions of an}' ship belonging to

the thirteen United Colonies, he or they shall suffer such punishment

as a court-martial shall order.

When in sight of a ship or ships of the enemy, and at such other

times as may appear to make it necessary to prepare for an engage-

ment, the Captain shall order all things in his ship in a proper posture

for fight, and shall, in his own person, and according to his duty, heart

on and encourage the inferior officers and men to tight courageously,

and not to behave themselves faintly or cry for quarters, on pain of

such punislunent as the offence shall appear to deserve for his neglect.

Any Captain or other officer, mariner, or others, who shall basely

desert their duty or station in the ship, and run away while the enemy
is in sight, or, in time of action, or shall entice others to do so, shall

suffer death, or such other punishment as a court-martial shall indict.

Any officer, seaman, or marine, who shall begin, excite, cause, or
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join in any mutiny or sedition in the ship to which he belongs, on any

pretence whatsoever, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as

a court-martial shall direct. Any person in or belonging to the ship,

who shall utter any words of sedition and mutin}', or endeavour to

make any mutinous assemblies on anj' pretence whatsoever, shall suf-

fer such punishment as a court-martial shall inflict.

None shall presume to quarrel with or strike his superior oflScer, on

pain of such punishment as a court-martial shall order to be intlicted.

If any person shall apprehend he has just cause of complaint, he

shall quietlv and decently make the same known to his superior officer,

or to the captain, as the case may require, who will take care that jus-

tice be done him.

There shall be no quarrelling or fighting between shipmates on board

any ship belonging to the thirteen United Colonies, nor shall there be

used any reproachful or provoking speeches, tending to make cjuarrels

and disturbance, on pain of imprisonment, and such other punish-

ment, as a court-martial shall think proper to inflict.

If any person shall sleep upon his watch, or negligently perform the

duty which shall be enjoined him to do, or forsake his station, he shall

suffer such punishment as a court-martial shall judge proper to inflict,

according to the nature of his offence.

All nuirder shall be punished with death.

All robbery and theft shall be punished at the discretion of a court-

martial.

Any master at arms who shall refuse to receive such prisoner or

prisoners, as shall be committed to his charge, or having received

them, shall suffer him or them to escape, or dismiss them without

orders for so doing, shall suffer in his or their stead, as a court-martial

shall order and direct.

The Captain, officer, and others, shall use their utmost endeavours

to detect, apprehend, and bring to punishment, all offenders, and shall

at all times I'eadily assist the officers appointed for that pui-pose in the

discharge of their duty, on pain of being proceeded against, and pun-

ished by a court-martial at discretion.

All other faults, disorders, and misdemeanors, which shall be com-

mitted on board any ship belonging to the thirteen United Colonies,

and which are not herein mentioned, shall be punished according to

the laws and customs in such cases at sea.

A court-martial shall consist of at least three Captains and three first

lieutenants, with three Captains and three first lieutenants of Marines,
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if there shall be so many of the Marines then present, and the eldest

Captain shall preside.

All sea officers of the same denomination shall take rank of the offi-

cers of the marines.

Every Member of a court-martial shall take the following oath, viz:

"You swear that you will well and truly try,

and impartially determine the cause of the prisoner now to be tried,

according to the rules of the Navy of the United Colonies. So help

you God:" which oath shall be administered by the president to the

other members, and the president shall himself be sworn by the officer

in said court next in rank.

All witnesses, before they may be axlmitted to give evidence, shall

take the following oath:

"You swear the evidence you shall give, in the cause now in hear-

ing, shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.

So help you God."

The sentence of a court-martial for any capital offence, shall not be

put in execution, until it be confirmed by the Commander in chief of

the fleet; and it shall be the duty of the president of every court-

martial, to transmit to the Commander in chief of the fleet, every

sentence which shall be given, with a summary of the evidence and

proceedings thereon, by the first opportunity.

The Cbmmander in chiof of the fleet, for the time being, shall have

power to pardon and remit any sentence of death, that shall be given

in conse(iuonce of any of the afore mentioned Articles.

There shall be allowed to ea«;h man serving on board the ships in the

service of the thirteen United Colonies, a daily proportion of provi-

sions, according as is expressed in the following table, viz.

Sunday, I 11). bread, 1 lb. beef, 1 lb. potatoes or turnips.

Monday, I lb. bread, 1 lb. pork, 12 pint peas, and four oz. cheese.

Tuesday, 1 lb. l)n'iul, 1 lb. beef, 1 lb. potatoes or tuinips, and

piidiling.

VVedne.sday, 1 lb. l)read, two oz. butter, four oz. cheese, and 1/2

jiiiit of rice.

Thursday, 1 lb. broad, I lb. pork, and 12 pint of peas.

Friday, 1 lb. bread, 1 lb. beef, 1 lb. potatoes or turnips, and pudding.

Saturday, 1 lb. bread, 1 lb. pork, 12 pint peas, and four oz. cheeso.

1 lalf pint of rum per man every day, and discretionary allowance on

extra duty, and in time of engagement.

A pint and half of vinegar for six men per week.
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The pay of the oflBccrs and men .shall he as follows:

'

Captain or commander,
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or any of us offer to desert our quarters, or not obe_y the comnuinds

of the said or his successors in command, in givinjj

chase to any ship or ships, vessel or vessels, or otherwise, and if upon

a scrutiny of our said or his said oificers, we or a^ny of

us should be found guilty of any breach contrary to the tenor of this

agreement, or any act of cowardice, wc do hereby severally submit

and agree to allow and forfeit our several and respective shares of and

in an}' prize or prizes, we shall then have taken, to be divided amongst

the said ship's company.

TJiirdhj^ We do also severally agree and oblige ourselves, that when
any prize or prizes have been taken, to follow the express directions of

the said or his successors, in boarding the said prize, and be

under the command of any officer whom the said shall ap-

point, and be assisting to him to carry the said prize to whatever port

or ports such prize or prizes shall be assigned by the said

And we do hereby further severally agree and covenant in that case,

to be true and faithful in discharge of our duty and trust, and will not.

in any shape, embezzle, defraud, or plunder anj' thing on board such

prize or prizes; and in case any or cither of us shall be found guilty

of any breach contrary to the true meaning of this agreement, we.

and such of us being guilty thei-eof , do hereby sevei'ally submit and

agree to allow so much of all and ever\' of our shares, and parts of our

shares of and in the said prize or prizes then or thence after to be

taken, and of all our respective wages, that then shall be due and com-

ing to us, in respect to our services, as shall make good such plunder

or embezzlement, we shall have been found guilty of.

Fourthly, And it is also further agreed to be the true intent and

moaning of all parties hereto, that the officer or officers, or any of the

shijj's company sent on board any prize, shall have as good a share and

interest of an}' prize that shall be thereafter taken, during his or their

absence, as if he or they had been on board the said vessel, at the time

of taking thereof, any thing herein contained to the contrary not-

withstanding. Provided always, and it is hereby agreed t« be the

meaning of the said last above mentioned clause, that if the said offi-

cer or officers, and such of the said ship's company, to whom the con-

duct and management of any prize has been entrusted, do not (first

having accepted the commands of the said conunandor concerning the

said prize under his or their custody) in\mediately repair to the

respective port or liarbour where the said or his successors in

65'Jl—vol, •-•—05 25
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command shall order, or do not proceed with the said prize or prizes

so taken, to the respective port or ports to be assigned by the said

for the time being, that then, and in failure of any or either

of the agreements aforesaid, contained on our parts, we and each and

every of us so offending, do herebj' severally submit and agree to be

cashiered, not only for our several and respective interests and shares

of and in the captures of prize-nionev, but totally to be excluded and

divested from the payment of any wages then due to us, for and in

respect of our several services on board the said ship and the

interest and shares of such delinquents, that otherwise would have

accrued to us.

Fifthly, And the said for and in behalf of himself and the

said thirteen United Colonies of North America, doth horeb}' covenant

and agree to and with the said officers, seamen, and marines, whose

names or marks are hereto set or subscribed, to pay them in consider-

ation of such services, so much money per month, as in a schedule

here-under mentioned, is set opposite to their names or marks of each

I'espective officer, seaman, or landsman; and likwise to advance unto

each and every of them, one month's pay at entrance, (due security

for the same being first given) the receipt whereof they do hereby

acknowledge.

Sixthly^ And as an encouragement to exert the valour of the seamen

and marines in defending the said ship, and in subduing and distress-

ing the said enemy, the said for and on behalf of the said

thirteen United Colonies of North America, doth further covenant,

promise, and agree to and with all and every the officers, seamen and

marines, parties hereto, that in case any prize or prizes shall be taken

by the said ship, during the intended cruize, that the same shall be

proceeded against, and distributed according to the resolutions of the

Congress, passed the 26th day of November, 1776.

Seiienthhj, And it is by these presents mutualh* agreed and con-

sented to, by, and between the said and every the officers,

seamen, and marines, parties thereto, that in case the Commander, for

the time being, lose a limb, in an engagement, or be otherwise dis-

abled, so as to be rendered incapable afterwards of getting a livelihood

to subsist upon, he shall receive out of the nett profits of such prize

or prizes, and prize-goods, if so much arise, before a dividend or

distribution lie declared, the sum of four hundred dollars; or if he lose

his life, his widow or children (if anj') shall receive the said bounty of

four hundred dollars, together with all prize money to him belonging
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at the time of his decease. And if the Captain of the marines, or any
other commission or warrant OflBcer lose a limb, or be otherwise dis-

abled, so as to be rendered inciapable afterwards of getting a subsist-

ence, he or they so disabled, shall receive a bounty of three hundred
dollars, if so much arise from the nett profits as aforesaid; and in case

of death, the widow or children, (if any) is, and shall be iutitled to

the same, together with their Siiare of prize money due at the time of

their decease. And if an inferior officer, marine, or sailor, lose a

limb, or be otherwise disabled, so as to be rendered incapable after-

wards of getting a subsistence, he or they shall receive a bounty of

200 dollars, to be deducted as aforesaid; and in case of death, his

widow or children, (if any) is, are, and shall be entitled to the same,

together with his share of prize money due at the time of iiis decease.

He who first discovers a ship or other vessel which shall afterwards

become a prize, shall be entitled to a double share of such prize.

There shall be ten shares of every prize, which shall be taken and

condemned, set apart to be given to such inferior officers, seamen and

marines, as shall be adjudged best to deserve them by the superior

oflEicers, who shall be appointed to make such determination.

He who shall first board a ship or other vessel, making resistance,

which shall become a prize, shall be entitled to a triple share.

Provided alwaj's, and it is hereby declared to be the true intent and

meaning of the parties to the aforementioned orders and ai'ticles, that

any of the officers, seamen, and marines, shall be liable to he removed

by the Congress or committee of the Congress, during the recess

thereof, or by the Commander in chief of the American fleet, for the

time being, from the aforesaid vessel to any other armed vessel in the

service of the United Colonies, any thing contained in the foregoing

orders and articles notwithstanding.

The Conp-ess then took into consideration the report

of the Committee on Nortli Carolina, which being read

and debated l)y paragraphs, the Congress came to the fol-

lowing resolutions

:

Resolved, That the two battalions which the Congress

directed to be raised in the province of Noi-th Carolina, be

increased to the continental establishment, and kept in

pay at the expence of the United Colonies for one j'ear

from this lime, or until the further order of Congress, as
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well for the purpose of defending the good people of that

colony against the attacks of ministerial oppression, as

assisting the adjacent colonies.

That application be made to the councils of safety of

the provinces of Pensylvania and South Carolina, for so

much gun powder as can be spared for the immediate

supply of North Carolina.

Resolved, That the delegates of the colony of North
Carolina be directed to purchase a number of drums, fifes

and colours, suitable to the said battalions, and that the

president be directed to draw on the continental treasur-

ers for a sum not exceeding three hundred Dollars for the

payment thereof.

That the convention or committee of safety of North
Carolina be desired to employ, immediately, all the gun-
smiths in that colony, in the making of Musquets and
bayonets, of the size and in the manner recommended by
Congi-ess the 4th of this Instant November.
That two Ministers of the Gospel be applied to, to go

immediately amongst the regulators and highlanders in

the colony of North Carolina, for the pui-pose of inform-

ing them of the nature of the present dispute between
Great Britain and the colonies ; that the gentlemen to be
employed be allowed each forty dollars a month for their

services, and that the delegates of the said colony be em-
powered to apply to and procure persons proper for this

business.

That it be recommended to the convention or committee
of safety of North Carolina, in case the method of defend-

ing the said colony by minute men be inadequate to the

purpose, to substitute such other mode as to them shall

appear most likely to effect the security of that Colony.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congress took

into consideration the report of the Committee on the
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memorials of the tea holders, and the same being read and
debated, on the question put to agree to it, carried in the

negative.

1
1The several matters to this day referred, being

postponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to Morrow.
||

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1775

An express arriving with a letter from General Schuy-
ler, containing an account of the continental troops, under
[Brigadier] General Montgomery, having taken posses-

sion of Montreal on the 12th Inst., which was read.'

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of

Downham Newton, of the Island of New Providence,

setting forth the distress of the inhabitants of that island,

and offering, if the Congi-ess will permit him, to export

1,000 barrels of ilour for the said distressed inhabitants,

he will give any reasonable security to bring back such a

quantity of muskets as can be procured for the money
arising from the sale of the said cargo, brought in theii-

report, which being taken into consideration, was agi-eed

to as follows

:

The Committee to whom the petition of Downham
Newton was referred, have had the same under theu* con-

sideration, and come to the following resolutions:

Reiiob'Pfl, That the said Downham Newton should be

permitted to export on board his vessel, on the terms

proposed in his i)etition, such provisions of flour and pork

as he shall think proper.

Resolved, That tbe said Downham Newton should give

bond with two sufficient sureties in a ])enHlty equal to

double the value of the cargo which shall bo laden on

'This letter, dated November 18, is in Papertof the ConthietUat Congrfxi, No. l.W,

I, fuliu 'JtM. The articles of capitulation were i88ue<l by CongresB as a broad!<i<le.
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board the said vessel, the condition of which bond shall

be that the said Downham Newton shall on or before

the 15th day of February next import into the port of

Newbern in the province of N Carolina and then and

there deliver to the commanding officer of the continental

troops in that [province] good miisquets and bayonets or

gunpowder to the full amount of the proceeds of such

cargo and that ou giving such bond he shall receive from

this Congress a permit to be signed by the president allow-

ing him to export said cargo.

On Motion made, Resolved, That the executingthe above

business and taking the bond from Downham Newton be

referred to the Committee who brought in the foregoing

report

Information being given to Congress that there is a

large quantity of powder in the Island of Providence,

Ordered, That the foregoing Committee take measures

for securing and bring[ing] away the said powder and

that it [be] an instruction to said Committee in case they

can secure said powder to have it brought to the port of

Philadelphia or to some other port as near Philadelphia

as can with safety.'

On Motion made, Resolved, That Mr. R[obert] Morris

be added to the foregoing Committee.

The Congress then took into consideration the report

of the Committee on the state of the treasury, and came

to the following resolutions thereon

:

Resolved, That a quantity of bills of Credit be emitted

by Congress amounting to 3,000,000 of Dollars.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee to con-

sult with the printer, and report the number and denom-

ination of the bills to be emitted, and that they contract

for proper paper for this piu-pose.

' Against this paragraph in the " Corrected .fournal.s " ia written the word "Secret."
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The Committee appointed to prepare a draught of a

letter to the Agents, brought in the same, which was read

and agi-eed to as follows

:

Gentlemen,

The manner in which the last dutiful petition to his Majesty was
received and the subsequent proclamation are considered by Congress

as further proofs of those malignant councils, that surround the sov-

ereign and distract the British Empire. It is however happy for man-
kind that ministers can form destructive plans with much more facility

than they can execute them. The enclosed printed detail of the opera-

tions in Canada this campaign will suiBciently evince what little suc-

cess is likelj' to attend ministerial exertions for bringing the Catholics

of Canada and the savages of the wilderness to war on the defenceless

women and children of unotfending America. The Canadians are much
too liberal to be made instruments in the black design of enslaving

their brethren and the Indians with their usual sagacity have by the

firmest treaties accepted and pledged themselves to observe the neu-

tralit}' which Congress desired.

Neither General Gage nor his successor has yet been able to pene-

trate into the Country. The British Men of War, indeed, that form-

erly with so much glory supported the interest and the honor of the

nation, have with a wanton barbarity and inhumanity that would dis-

grace savages, have burned the flourishing but defenceless town of Fal-

mouth in the Colony of Massachusetts bay and have frightened man3'

of the weaker .sex with their children from other places on the sea coast.

It grieves us exceedingly to sec the British arms employed in such a

manner and for such purposes; but we hope the spirit and virtue of a

sensible nation will soon be exerted to procure justice for the innocent

oppressed colonies and to restore harmony and peace to the British

Empire. There is nothing more ardently desired by North America
than a lasting union with Great Britain on terms of just and e(|ual

liberty; but as men and as descendants of Britons the good people of

these colonies will rely to the last on heaven, and their own virtuous

efforts for security against the abusive system pressed by adniinistia-

tion for the ruin of America and which if pursued must end in the

destruction of a great Empire.

The intelligence now .sent is, (Jentlemen, to prevent the nation's

being imposed upon by misrepresentations and to guard agsiinst mis

takes that may jirobably arise from wanting a true sUite of facts. We
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cannot suppose that a brave and sensible people will ))e prevented by

proclamation from furnishing North America with such advice and

assistance as the laws permit and justice to an oppressed people

demands.

N. B. This and the former letter to the agente in England are in Mr. Hancock's

(the president's) letter Book.

Ordered^ That a fair copy of the above be made, signed

by the president and forwarded to the Agents.

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed for the

sole purpose of corresponding with our friends in Great

Britain, Ireland, and other parts of the world, and that

they lay their correspondence before Congress when
directed.

Resolved, That this Congress will make provision to

defray all such expences as may arise by carrying on such

correspondence, and for the payment of such agents as

the said Committee may send on this service.

The members chosen, Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison, Dr.

[Benjamin] Franklin, Mr. [Thomas] Johnson, Mr. [John]

Dickinson, and Mr. [John] Jay.'

The Committee appointed to take into their considera-

tion the proclamations, which lately appeared in the

papers, brought in their report, which was read, and
ordered to lie on the table for the perusal of the members.
The several matters to this day ||referred, being

postponed,

Adjoui-ned to ten o'clock to Morrow. ||

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1775

On motion made, Resolved, That the Committee ap-

pointed for fitting out ships of war be directed to engage

seamen on the best terms in their power not exceeding

' Bancroft {History of the United States, IV, 361 ) speaks of a motion made by Samuel

Chase to send envoys to France with conditional instructions. See John Adams's

Writings, I, 199.
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six dollars and two thirds for the best able bodied sea-

men per month.
Resolred, That the regulations and articles for govern-

,

ing and manning the ships now fitting out as they have
1

1

been settled by Congress be immediately printed.

On motion made, Resolved., That the Committee ap-

pointed to revise the journal of last session be directed to

revise the journal of the present session, and prepare

them for the press ; and also to examine whether it will

be proper yet to publish any of those parts omitted in the

journal of last session. And as Mr. J[ohn] Rutledge,

one of the Committee, is absent, that another member be

chosen in his room.

The member chosen Mr. [George] Wythe.
Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to

report a letter of thanks to the three general Officers

employed in the northern Department for their services.

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr. W[il-
liam] Livingston, and Mr. [John] Jay.

The Congress then resumed the consideration of Gen-
eral Washington's letter of the 19th;

Resolved, Tliat the General be directed to suspend the

raising two battalions of Marines out of his present army.

Resolved, That the two battalions of marines be raised,

independent of the army already ordered for the service

in Massachusetts bay.

On a motion made and question put. Resolved, That no
bounty be allowed to the army on re-inlistment.

Suiidiy letters from General Schuyler, W. Livingston,

and the Committee [sent] to the northward, being re-

ceived, were read.'

• Schuyler's letters, dated November 1 1 and 20, are in the Papers of the Ootitiinitial

Conyreim. No. 15:}, I, ioVioa '-'.'>(} and '.i'20. A letter from the (.•ominittce to the north-

ward date<l November 2:5, is in tlif siiine collection. No. 78, XIV, folio .SI. That

from Walter Livingston is iji the sanii' iiuimIkt, folio :«l. It is datetl November 2-1.
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Resolved^ That the further eousideration of the Gen-

eral's letter aud the other matters to this day referred,

be postponed till to Morrow.

Adjourned to ten o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER i, 1775

The Congress resumed the consideration of the letter

from General Washington, and after debate, came to the

following resolutions

:

Resolved, That the money [500,000 dollars] lately or-

dered, be forwarded, with all possible expedition, to Gen-
eral Washington, that he may be enabled to pay such

soldiers as will re-inlist, for the succeeding year, their

wages for the months of October, November and De-

cember, and also advance to them one month's pay.

Resolved, That the governments of New England be

informed of the resolutions of Congress relative to the pay

ordered to be made and advanced to the army, and be de-

sired to promote the recruiting service in the present

army, as well as in their several colonies.

A letter from the Committee of Frederic County, in

Maryland, being received was read, containing an account

of the seizui-e of Major [John] Connolly and others, and

desiring the advice of Congress with regard to the pi'is -

oners.

On motion. Resolved, That the said letters, with the

papers enclosed, be referred to the delegates of Virginia,

who are desired to take the same into consideration, and

report to Congress.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1775

A letter from the Committee of Northami)ton, in Vir-

ginia, with sundry papers containing matters of impor-

tance being received was read/

On motion made, Resolved, That the same be referred

to the Committee appointed to take into consideration the

state of Virginia.

As one of the members of that Committee is absent,^

Resolved, That another member be chosen, and added to

the Committee in the room of the member absent.

The member chosen, Mr. [William] Paca.

Resolved, That the Committee for fitting out armed
vessels be instructed and directed to confer with Cap-
tain Stone, and engage him and his vessel, on the most
reasonable terms, in the service of the Continent, for the

purpose of taking or destroying the cutters and armed
vessels in Chesapeake Bay, under Lord Dunmore.

Resolved, That Colonel Harrison do immediately pro-

ceed to Maryland, and be empowered in conjunction with
the delegates of that colony to this Congress, or any one
or more of them, [to] take such measures, as appear to

them most etfectualto procure, with all possiljle despatch,

on continental charge, two or three armed vessels to pro-

ceed immediately to cruize on, take or destroy as many of

the armed vessels, cutters, and shi])s of war of the enemy
as possible, that may be found in the bay of Chesapeake,

or any of its dependencies, ||or coasts of Virginia and
Maryland. II

Whereas, designs are formed by certain ministerial

partizans in the counties of Norfolk and Princess Ann,

'TluH li'tter JH in I'aprrs of the Contiunilal Congress, No. 71, I, (oliiis 13-19.

• Thomas Johnson.
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and some other parts of Virginia, on Chesapeake bay,

under the influence of Lord Dunmore, to contravene the

non -exportation agi-eement, by exporting provisions and

other produce of that Country to the West India Islands,

and thereby injure the interest and weaken the efforts of

the United Colonies, in opposing the present oppressive

system of the British ministry.

Resolved, therefore, That the said armed vessels be au-

thorised and directed to seize and detain, until the further

order of this Congress, all such ships and vessels as they

may find employed in such exportations from the places

afoi-esaid.

Resolved, That the committee for fitting out armed ves-

sels be directed to employ the armed sloop, commanded
by Captain [Abraham] Whipple, of Rhode Island, now on

a voyage to this port, and despatch her forthwith to aid

the marine business to the southward.

Resolved, That the committee for fitting out armed ves-

sels be directed to prepare a proper commission for the

Captains or Commanders of the ships of war in the service

of the United Colonies.

On motion made. Resolved, That orders issue to the

Colonel of the Pensylvania Battalion, now in the Bar-

racks at Philadelphia, to send a detachment of his regi-

ment and keep a regular guard on the wharves of Messrs.

Willing and Morris, and Mr. Cuthbert, to take care of the

ships and stores belonging to the United Colonies.

The house of Assembly of New Jersey having, by a res-

olution of their house, passed the 22d of November last,

accepted the resignation of two of their delegates, and

confirmed the remaining three, and, by another resolu-

tion passed the 30th of said month, enlarged their power,

the same were read as follows:
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New Jerset, House of Assembly.

November 22, 1776

The house took into consideration the request of James Kinsey and

John De Hart,' Esqrs. two of the delegates appointed by this house to

attend the Continental Congress, for leave to resign their said

appointment,

Resolved, That the reasons given by those gentlemen for their resig-

nation, appear to this house to be satisfactory, and that their resigna-

tion therefore be accepted; thereupon,

Rpnoloed^ That the three remaining delegates, or an}' two of them,

represent the Colony during the present continental Congress.

Thursday, November 30, 1775

The house, taking into consideration the inconvenience arising from

requiring the Attendance of two of the delegates to represent the

Colony in the Continental Congress,

Resolved, That any one of the three delegates appointed to attend

the Congress be, and such delegate is hereby fuUj' authorised to repre-

sent this colony during Congress.

A true copy from the votes,

KicHARD Smith, Clerk of Assembly.

The Committee api)ointed to prepare the form of a

commission, &c. reported the same, which was read and
agi'eed to.

Ordered, That 300 be immediately printed, liwith proper

blanks.
II

Application being made that Captain Jenkins be per-

mitted to take a qnuntity of provisions foi- the internal

consumption of the inhabitants of Nantucket, the reason

'"The Peculiar circumstances of my family hath Prevented me from attending

the Coiiprcss for gome tiiiii- pawt, and the siiine yet continuing renders it uncertain

when 1 shall I>e alile to attend. ThJH ami other rea.si>ns needless to he inentioneii

induces me earnestly to <lesire and reijuest that the Ilonorahle House, will now l>e

pleased to appoint Another to Attend the Continental Congress in my atead." John

De Ilarl to Ihe General Astembly of the Colony of New Jersey, 13 November, 1776.
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to be set forth of this application from the papers pro-

duced and read.^

Ordered, That permission be gi-anted to Captain Jen-

kins, to carry the provisions specified in the Certificate of

the Committee of Falmouth, for the internal consumption

of the Inhabitants of Nantucket, the Captain giving bond

and taking oath to the committee of inspection of this

city, to pursue their instructions in his voyage, and to use

his utmost endeavour not to fall into the power of the

cutters or armed vessels of the enemy.

The Committee on the treasury brought in their report

;

Resolved, That the Number and denominations of the

bills ordered to be emitted, be as follows

:

83, 334 of 8 dollars=666, 672

83, 333 of 7 do. 583,331

83, 333 of 6 do. 499, 998

83. 333 of 5 do. 416, 665

63. 334 of 4 do. 333, 336

83, 333 of 3 dollars= L'49, 999

83, 333 of 2 do. 166,666

83, 333 of 1 do. 83, 333

3, 000, 000

Resolved, That the plates used in the late emission, be

used for striking off and printing the above bills.

Resolved, That the gentlemen who superintended the

press at the last emission, be empowered to superintend

the printing these bills.

Resolved, That the Committee on the treasury, be

directed to think of proper persons for signing and num-
bering said bills, and report to Congress.

The Congi'ess then resumed the Consideration of the

General's letters, and the repoi"t of the Committee of Con-

ference, who went to Cambridge

:

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the Committee

appointed to contract for the supplying the prisoners, that

' In the printed Journals, this paragraph read: "and it being represented that he

liad applied to the assembly or general court of Jlassachusetts-Bay, and that the

committee of Falmouth, to whom he was by them referred, not having it in their

power to furnish the provisions wanted, liad recommended hinv to Congress to be

supplied with the same at some port m the middle or southern colonies."
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Mr. D. Franks, of this city, be permitted to supply the

troops, who are prisoners in this Colony, with provisions

and other necessaries, at the expence of the crown, and

to sell his bills for such sums of money as are necessary

for that purpose, and that the committee confer with Mr.

Franks, and know of him whether he will also under-

take, on the same terms, to supply the prisoners in the

other colonies.

Resolved, That the regiment of artillery consist of one

Colonel, two lieutenant Colonels, two Majors and twelve

companies.

That the president inform the General that two Gentle-

men, viz: Thomas Crafts, jun. and George Trott, Esqrs.

have been recommended to Congress as proper persons

for field officers in said regiment, and that the General

enquire into their characters and abilities ; and if, upon
enquiry, he shall judge them proper, and that the ap-

pointment of them will occasion no disturbance and dis-

gust in the regiment, that he appoint them, and acquaint

Congress thereof.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the report

of the Committee of conference ; and thereupon came to

the following resolutions

:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assembly, or

general Court of Massachusetts bay, to use all the means
in their power, that the army before Boston be supplied

with wood and hay, on the most reasonable terms.

Resolved, That in the new establishment of the arm5\
the general officers be not allowed regiments, nor the field

officers companies.

Resolved, That all persons taken in arms on board any
prize, be deemed ])risoners at the disposal of the General,

whether prizes be taken by vessels fitted out in the pay
of the Continent or by others.
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Resolved, That such as are taken be treated as prison-

ers of war, but with humanity, and allowed the same
rations as the troops in the service of the Continent ; that

the officers being in pay should supply themselves with

cloaths, their bills to be taken therefor, that the soldiers

be fui-nished as they now are.

Resolved., That as the number of men in the new army
in Massachusetts bay is calculated to oppose the army at

Boston, it is not expected that the General should detach

any part of it to New York or elsewhere, unless it appears

to him necessary so to do, for the common safety.

Resolved, That the troops in the new army be paid

monthly.

Resolved, That an exchange of prisoners will be proper,

citizens for citizens, officers for officers of equal rank, and
soldier for soldier.

Resolved, That Ensign Moland be detained in the place

where he now is, until exchanged.

Resolved, That this Congress approve the terms on

which the artificers of different sorts have been employed
in the Ai-my; and that the General go on upon the pres-

ent Agreement, as being the best that can probably be

made.
Resolved, That the Genei'al be directed to pick out from

each of the riffle companies, such as are not marksmen,
and dismiss them in such manner as will be safest, with

an allowance of pay to go home, if they do not chuse to

enlist in other battalions, and, in the mean time, that all

receive their pay.

Resolved, That what artillery of different kinds can be

spared from New York and Crown Point, be procured

and forwarded to the army before Boston.

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence be

directed to use their endeavours to find out and engage
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in the service of the united colonies skilful engineers not

exceeding four, on the best terms they can, and that the

said Committee be authorised to assure such able and
skilful engineers as will engage in this service, that they

shall receive such pay and appointments as shall be equal

to what they have received in any former service.

Resolved, That the Indians of St. Francis, Penobscot,

Stockbridge, and St. John's, and other tribes, may be

called on in case of real necessity, and that the giving

them presents is both suitable and proper.

Resolved, That it be referred to a Committee of three

members to devise the best mode of having expresses

(persons of character) posted along the roads at different

distances, for the purpose of conveying early and frequent

intelligence.

The members chosen, Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin, Mr.

[Francis] Lewis, and Mr. [Silas] Deane.

Resolved, That as much lead as can be spared from the

northern department, and is wanted at Cambridge, be

sent down from Ticonderoga to Cambridge, and that other

supplies of lead and flints be attended to.

Resolved, That the Congress approve the General's fit-

ting out armed vessels to intercept the enemy's supplies.

Resolved, That when the army receives such supplies of

powder as to be enabled to spare some to the country,

that it be sold to them at a reasonable price.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to en-

quire what articles are necessary for the use of the army,

and how they may be procured, and make report to Con-
gress.

Ordered, That a eoi'titicd copy f>f the resolutions passed

on the General's letters, and on the report of the Com-
mittee of Conference, and such other resolutions as relate

6621—VOL 2—()5 26
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to the establishment of the new army, not abeady for-

warded, be immediately sent by express to the General.

The Congress being informed that Mr. Ethan Allen,

who was taken prisoner near Montreal, is confined in

irons on board a vessel in the river St. Lawrence,
Ordered., That General Washington be directed to ap-

ply to General Howe on this matter, and desire he may
be exchanged.

The several matters to this day referred being post-

poned.

Adjourned to ten o'Clock on Monday next.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1775

Information being given to Congi-ess that Major Pres-

ton who was taken prisoner at St Johns is now in town.

Ordered^ That Mr. [James] Duane call upon him and
obtain a representation of facts how he came here and
whether he and the other officei-s have any liberty granted

him with regard to the place of their confinement.

Information being given to Congi"ess that Major Stop-

ford notwithstanding his parole is endeavouring to debauch
the minds of the people.

Resolved, That the delegates of New Jersey be directed

to write to the Committee of Trenton and desire them to

enquire into the conduct and behaviour of Major Stopford

and the officers there and report to Congress.

On application of the Committee to be discharged,

Resolved, That the Committee, to whom the accounts

and application from the colony of Massachusetts for a

sum of money, be upon their request discharged from
farther service on that account.^

' The reafjon given was the want of proper vouchers, which prevented action.
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Application being made in behalf of the Colony of New
Hampshire for a sum of money, on account of their ad-

vances in behalf of the Continent,

Resolved, That the sum of 40,000 dollars be paid to the

Colony of New Hampshii-e, they to be accountable for the

same.

Resolved, That the sum of 443,333J Dollars be paid to

the Colony of Massachusetts, in part of their account, the

said colony to be accountable for the same.

Resolved.! That both the above sums be paid out of the

emission last ordered.

The Committee appointed on the state of Virginia, to

whom were referred the letters received on Saturday,

brought in a report, which was read, on which the Con-
gi'ess came to the following resolutions

:

Resolved., That three companies of the battalions raised

in the colony of Pensylvania, immediately march under

the command of lieutenant colonel Irvine, into Northamp-
ton county, in Virginia, for the protection of the Associ-

ation in those parts, and for the defence thereof against

the designs of the enemies of America.

Resolved, That it be and it is hereby recommended to

the Inhabitants of the colony of Virginia, to resist to the

utmost the ai'bitrary government intended to be estab-

lished therein, by theii* Governor Lord Dunmoro, as

manifestly appears by the whole tenor of his Lordsliip's

conduct for some months past.

Whereas Lord Diuimore, by his proclamation lately

published, has declared hi^ intention to execute martial

law, thereby tearing up the foundations of civil authority

and government within the said colony:

Resolved, Therefore, that if the convention of Virginia'

shall find it necessary to establish a form of government
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in that colony, it be recommended to that Convention to

call a full and free representation of the people, and that

the said representatives, if they think it necessary, es-

tablish such form of government as in then- judgment
will best produce the happiness of the people, and most
effectually secui'e peace and good order in the colony,

during the continuance of the pi'esent dispute between

Great Britain and these colonies.

Resolved, That the Committee on the state of Virginia

have leave, at then- request, to sit again.

On motion, Resolved., unanimously. That in the present

situation of affairs, it will be very dangerous to the lib-

erties and welfare of America, if any Colony should sepa-

rately petition the King or either house of Parliament.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to

confer with the Assembly of New Jersey.

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Di(;kinson, Mr.

[George] Wythe, and Mr. [John] Jay.

On motion made, Resolved, That Carlisle, ||in the col-

ony of Pennsylvania,
II
be assigned as well as the three

towns of Reading, Lancaster and York, for the disposi-

tion of the prisoners taken at St. John's.

Resolved, That a letter be written to Mr. [Henry]

Knox, liby the first express to Albany, || desiring him, in

case he be at Albany on the arrival of the express, and

the service he is upon will admit, to repair to ||the for-

tresses on Hudson's river, in|| the highlands, and inspect

the state of the works carrying on there, and the situa-

tion of the places adjacent, and transmit an account

thereof to Congress.

The delegates of Massachusetts bay produced to Con -

gress a resolution of the General court of that Colony,

of the 10th and 11th of November last, extending the
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commission of their delegates to the last day of January

;

which was read.'

||The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to ten o'clock to Morrow.
||

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1775

On motion made. Resolved, That the seamen and ma-
rines be engaged for the first of January, 1777, unless

sooner discharged by Congress.

' Ik thr House ok Rkpresentatives, Kur. lOlh, 1775.

Whereas the Honorable John Hancock, Tho* Gushing, Samuel Adanif(, John

Adams, anil Kob' Treat Paine P-sq" have been duly appointed to represent this Col-

ony at the American Congress now held at Philadelphia, and by their Commission

are appointed to represent tliia Colony in said Congress until the last day of Decem-

ber next.

And whereas the important Business of the Colony has hitherto prevented this

Court from proceeding to a choice of Delegates to rejiresent this Colony in the said

Anieriian Congress after the last day of December. And whereas this Court is ne^ir

adjourning for a short space,

Therefore, Rfxnlreil, that the Time limited in the said Commission of the present

Delegates of this Colony, now attending the American Congress for their represent-

ing thin Colony therein be further extended unto the last day of January next; and

the said John Hancock, Tho* Gushing, Samuel Adams, John Adams, and Robert

Treat Paine Esquires, are hereby fully inipowered to Act for and represent this Col-

ony in the said .American Congress agreeable to their former Commissions, until the

said last Day of January next.

Sent up fur Concurrence

In Council Novr ll"-, l"?."".

liead and Concurred

J. Warrkn Spkr

Perez Morton Dpv Secv

Consented to
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It being suggested that the resolution of Congi'ess,

llpassed the 2d instant, || relating to Captain Jenkins, was
grounded on a mistake with regard to facts.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to

take the matter into consideration, ||enquire into facts,
||

and make report thereon to Congress.

The members chosen, Mr. J[ohn] Adams, Mr. [Thomas]
Cushing, and Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean.
The Committee of claims applying for instructions on

the Accounts laid before them from the Colony of Rhode
Island,

On motion made, and question put, Resolved, That the

charge for purchase of arms be not allowed.

That the charge for repairing arms be not allowed.

That the expenee of removing the stock from Block

Island and other places agi*eeable to the request of the

General, be at the continental expenee.

Resolved, That the twelve cannon furnished to the army
in the camp at Cambridge, by the government of Rhode
Island, be allowed in the foregoing account.

On motion. Resolved, That the farther consideration of

this matter be deferred till to Morrow.
Resolved, That those who supply the three companies

ordered to Northampton with arms, shall either have the

same returned in kind as soon as they can be procured,

or their value paid for by the United Colonies, the value

of which is to be deducted from the pay of the soldiers.

A letter from Lord Stirling, dated 3 December,' with

some enclosures, was received and read.

On motion, Resolved, That the committee for fitting out

armed vessels have liberty consulting with the committee

of inspection of this City, to purchase duck and such arti-

cles as they may want.

'Thia letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 162, folio 329.
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On motion made, Resolved, That the form of the bills

ordered to be emitted be as follows

:

CONTINENTAL CURRENCY
No. Dollar.

THIS bill intitles the bearer to receive

Spanish milled dollars,

or the value thereof in gold or silver, according to a reso-

lution of Congress passed at Philadelphia, November 29,

1775.

Resolved, That the said bills be numbered, as the treas-

urers shall direct, provided the number shall be different

from the former emission ||beginuing with one, upwards,

in ink of a different color from the last emitted bills.
||

The Committee on re -captures brought in their report

which being read was taken into consideration, and thereon

the Congress came to the following resolution :

Resolved, That, in cases of recaptures, the re -captors

ought to have and retain, in lieu of salvage, one -eighth

part of the true value of the vessel and cargo, or either of

them, if the same have or hath been in possession of the

enemy twenty-four hours; one-fifth part, if more than

twenty -four, and less than forty -eight hours; one-third

part, if more than forty -eight and less than ninety -six

hours; and one half, if more than ninety-six hours, iniless

the vessel shall, after the capture, have been legally con-

demned as prize by some court of admiralty, in which

case the re -captors ought to have the whole; in all which
cases the share detained, or prize to be divided between

the owners of the vessel making the re -capture, the colony

or the Continent, as the case may be, and the captors,

agi'eeable to a former resolution.

On motion. Resolved, As the army to the northward are

likely to be supplied with Clothing at Montreal, that the
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cloathing purchased for the northeru army, and sent to

Albany, be forwarded by land to Mr. [Thomas] Mifiiin,

quarter master general, for the use of the Ai-my before

Boston.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to ten o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1775

The Committee of Claims reported that there is due to

Robert Erwin for wagon hire, £133 . 7 . 10 =: 355.7 dollars.

Ordered, That the said account be paid.

Upon motion made Resolved, That the three prisoners

taken by Captain A[braham] Whipple, and ||in his pas-

sage to Philadelphia,
II
who are now on board his vessel,

be delivered to the committee of safety of the Colony of

Peusylvania, who are directed to secure them in safe

custody in some gaols in said Colony.

A return being laid before Congress of the number of

flints in this city, amounting to upwards of 200,000,

On motion made. Resolved, That the committee of in-

spection of this city Ijand liberties of Philadelphia || be

desired to purchase said flints for the use of the Conti-

nent, and that in making the purchase, attention be paid

to the resolution of Congress against raising the price of

goods.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the instnic -

tions to be given to the Committee of Claims,

On motion made, and question put. Resolved, That the

charge for bounty in the account exhibited by Rhode
Island against the Continent be not allowed.

The Committee, to whom the petition of Captain Dou-
gal McGregor ||was referred, || brought in their report,

which being read, was agreed to as follows, viz.
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Resolved., That it is the opinion of the Committee that

the circumstances stated in the said petition will not

justify a license to export the said lumber and naval

stores, contrary to the rules of American Association.

Resolved, That if the said Dougal McGregor will give

bond, with sufficient security, in a penalty of double the

value of the said Lumber and Naval stores, to the Presi-

dent of the provincial council of North Carolina, with

condition that he will not carry the said cargo to Great

Britain, Ireland, Guernsey, Jersey, Sark, Aldernay, or

Man, or any European Island or settlement within the

British Dominions, nor to the British West Indies; and
that he shall, within six months after exporting the

same, import into Edenton, Newbern, or Bogue Inlet, in

the colony of North Carolina; and there deliver to the

commander of the continental troops in the said colony,

such quantity of muskets, or gunpowder, as shall be

equal to the value of the said lumber and naval stores,

the public interest requires that he be permitted to export

the same, and that a permit for that purpose, signed by

the said President, be given him on his executing such

bond as aforesaid.

The Congi-ess resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee on proclamations, which being debated

by paragraphs, was agi-eod to as follows:

Ordered, That it be i)ublished.

Here insert it'

We, the Delefjiites of the thirteen United Colonies in North Aniericii,

have taken info our most serious considemtion, ii Proelaniiition issued

from tlie Court of !St. James's on the Twenty-Third day of August

last. The name of Majesty is used to give it a siimtion and inllueme;

and, on that account, it becomes a matter of importance to wipe otf,

in the name of the, people of these United Colonies, the aspersions

'The text of the report in not ciiterwl in the MS. Jouriiuls.
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which it is calculated to throw upon our cause: and to prevent, as far

as possible, the undeserved punishments, which it is designed to pre-

pare for our friends. We are accused of " forgetting the allegiance

which we owe to the power that has protected and sustained us."

Why all this ambiguity and obscurity in what ought to be so plain and

obvious, as that he who runs may read it? What allegiance is it that

we forget? Allegiance to Parliament? We never owed—we never

owned it. Allegiance to our King? Our words have ever avowed
it,—our conduct has ever been consistent with it. We condemn, and

with arms in our hands, —a resource which Freemen will never part

with,—we oppose the claim and exercise of unconstitutional powers,

to which neither the Crown nor Pai'liament were ever entitled. By
the British Constitution, our best inheritance, rights, as well as duties,

descend upon us: We cannot violate the latter by defending the

former: We should act in diametrical opposition to both, if we per-

mitted the claims of the British Parliament to be established, and

the measures pursued in consequence of those claims to bo carried

into execution among us. Our sagacious ancestors provided mounds
against the inundation of tyranny and lawless power on one side, as

well as against that of faction and licentiousness on the other. On
which side has the breach been made? Is it objected against us by

the most inveterate and the most uncandid of our enemies, that we
have opposed any of the just prerogatives of the Crown, or any legal

exertion of those prerogatives? Why then are we accused of forget-

ting our allegiance? We have performed our duty: We have resisted

in those cases, in which the right to resist is stipulated as expressly on

our part, as the right to govern is, in other cases, stipulated on the

part of the Crown. The breach of allegiance is removed from our

resistance as far as t3'ranny is removed from legal government. It is

alledged, that " we have proceeded to an open and avowed rebellion."

In what does this rebellion consist. It is thus described—"Arraying

ourselves in hostile manner, to withstand the execution of the law,

and traiterously pi'eparing, ordering, and lev3'ing war against the

King." We know of no laws binding upon us, but such as have been

transmitted to us by our ancestors, and such as have been consented

to by ourselves, or our representatives elected for that purpose. What
laws, stampt with these characters, have we withstood? We have

indeed defended them; and we will risque every thing, do every

thing, and suifer every thing in their defence. To support our law.s,

and our liberties established by our laws, we have prepared, ordered.
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and levied war: But is this traiterously, or against the King? We
view him as the Constitution represents him. That tells us he

can do no wrong. The cruel and illegal attacks, which we oppose,

have no foundation in the royal authority. We will not, on our part,

lose the distinction between the King and his Ministers: happy would

it have been for some former Princes, had it been alwaj's preserved

on that part of the Crown.

Besides all this, we observe, on this part of the proclamation, that

"rebellion" is a term undefined and unknown in the law; it might

have been expected that a proclamation, which by the British consti-

tution has no other operation than merely that of enforcing what is

already law, would have had a known legal basis to have rested upon.

A correspondence between the inhabitants of Great Britain and their

brethren in America, produced, in better times, much satisfaction to

individuals, and much advantage to the public. By what criterion

shall one, who is unwilling to break off this correspondence, and is, at

the same time, anxious not to expose himself to the dreadful conse-

quences tlireatened in this proclamation—by what criterion shall he

regulate his conduct? He is admonished not to carry on correspond-

ence with the persons now in rebellion in the colonies. How shall he

ascertain who are in rebellion, and who are not^ He consults the law

to learn the nature of the supposed crime: the law is silent upon the

subject. This, in a country where it has l)ecn often said, and formerly

with justice, thtit the government is l)y law, and not t)}' men, might

render him perfectly easy. But proclamations have been sometimes

dangerous engines in the hands of those in power; Information is

commanded to be given to one of the Secretaries of iStjite, of all per-

sons " who shall be found carrying on correspondence with the persons

in rebellion, in order to bring to condign punishment the authors,

perpetrators, or abettors, of such dangerous designs.'' Let us sup-

pose, for a moment, that some persons in the colonies are in rebellion,

and that tiiose who carry on correspondence with them, might learn

by some rule, which Britons are bound to know, how to discriminate

them; Does it follow that all correspondence with them deserves to be

punished? It might have been intended to apprize them of their

danger, and to ret'laim them from their crimes. By what law does a

correspondence with a criminal transfer or communicate his guilt?

We know that those who aid and adhere to the King's enemies, and

th.ose wluicorri'spond with them in oi'der to enable them to carry tlifii-

designs into effect, arc criminal in the eye of the law. I'ut the law
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goes no farther. Can proclamations, according to the principles of

reason and justice, and the constitution, go farther than the law?

But, perhaps the principles of reason and justice, and the constitu-

tion will not prevail: Experience suggests to us the doubt: If they

should not, we must resort to arguments drawn from a very different

source. We, therefore, in the name of the people of these United

Colonies, and by authority, according to the purest maxims of repre-

sentation, derived from them, declare, that whatever punishment shall

be inflicted upon an}' persons in the power of our enemies for favour-

ing, aiding, or abetting the cause of American liberty, shall be retali-

ated in the same kind, and the same degree upon those in our power,

who have favoured, aided, or abetted, or shall favour, aid, or abet the

system of ministerial oppression. The essential difference between

our cause, and that of our enemies, might justifv a severer punish-

ment: The law of retaliation will unquestionably warrant one equally

severe.

We mean not, however, oy this declaration, to occasion or to multi-

ply punishments: Our sole view is to prevent them. In this unhappy

and unnatural controversy, in which Britons fight against Britons,

and the descendants of Britons, let the calamities immediately incident

to a civil war suffice. We hope additions will not from wantonness be

made to them on one side: We shall regret the necessity, if laid under

the necessity', of making them on the other.

Extractfrom the MinuttM,
Charles Thomson, Sec.

A petition and memorial from Colonel J. Bnll, was
llpresented to Congress and|| read.

Resolved, That the same be taken into consideration

on Friday next.

On Motion made. Resolved, That Lieutenant Jocelyn

Feltham, have leave to join the officers of the 26th Regi-

ment, and reside with them in the places destined for

theii" reception.

On Motion made. Resolved, That Major Preston, and

the officer with him, remain in Philadelphia until farther

orders from this Congress.

That the president inform Major Preston of the fore-

going resolution.
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A letter from General Washington, dated 28th Novem-
ber, being received, was read.'

Resolved,, That the same be taken into consideration

to MoiTow morning.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1775

The Congress took into consideration the General's

letter received yesterday. During their deliberation, ad-

vice being received that the women and children taken at

St. John's, were arrived, with their baggage,

On motion, Resolved, That it be recommended to the

committee of safety of this Colony, to have them removed
to the places assigned them in the cheapest manner, at

the expence of the Continent.

On motion. Resolved, That Mr. George Cuppaidge, lieu-

tenant of the 26th Regiment, be permitted to go to New
York for a week upon his parole of honor, that he will

neither speak nor write to any person upon any political

subject, or give any intelligence whatsoever upon such
topic, and will i-etin-n ||to Philadelphia!! at the end of the

week.

The Congress then resumed the Consideration of the

General's letter. During debate, an exi)ress arrived with
a letter from Lord Stirling, dated Amboy, 6th Decem-
ber, wliich was read, containing an account that Colonel

Arnold has taken possession of Quebec.^

'This lotter is in I'apn-s of the Conlinnilal Congrem, No. 152, 1, folio 291, and is

printed in H'n7i?i.iiHi 0/ George WMhiiigton (Ford), III, 2-11. It is inilor8e<l "Con-
eidorpd Decern. 7."

'This letter is in the Papers of the Omiinental Congresi, No. 162, folio 344.
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The Congress then resumed the consideration of the

General's letter ||of the 28th nit. came to the following

resolntions:||

On motion, Whereas donbts may arise respecting the

true intent and construction of a certain resolution of this

Congress, passed the 4th day of November last, empow-
ering the General, in ease the necessity of the service

should require it, to call forth the minute men and Militia

of the New England colonies,

Resolved, That the said resolution shall not extend or

be construed to authorize the General to call forth the

said minute men or Militia, without having applied to

and obtained the consent of those Officers, in whom the

executive powers of government in those colonies may be

vested

.

Resolved, That the president write letters to the council

of Massachusetts bay, the Convention of New Hampshire,
and the Governors of Rhode Island and Connecticut,

acquainting them with the present state of the Army,
and enclosing copies of the resolutions of this Congi-ess,

relative to the General's being empowered to call forth

the Militia of those governments, on any emergency, and
requesting those colonies to exert themselves in defence

of our common liberties, by affording the General all the

aid in their power, and comply with his request for the

assistance of the Militia whenever he may find it neces-

sary to apply for it.

A letter from General Schuyler, of the 22d November,
inclosing a copy of a letter from General Montgomery,
dated 17th November, and one from Colonel Arnold, 14th

||of the same month, || being received, were read.^

• This letter is in Papers of the CkmtinentcU Congrea, No. 153, I, folio 342. A copy

of the Arnold letter is with it.
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The several matters to this day referred being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 9 o'Cloek to Morrow.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1775

The Committee, to whom the petition of Captain Jen-

kins was referred, brought in their report, which was
read.

The Committee to whom the letter from the committee

of inspection of the county of Frederic, in the Colony of

Maryland, relative to Allen Cameron, John Smith, and
John Connolly, with the papers inclosed, was referred,

brought in their report, which being taken into consider-

ation.

Resolved, That the said Allen Cameron, John Smith,

and John Connolly, be confined in Prison in Philadeljihia

until the further order of Congress, at the continental

Expence.

Ordered, That the president transmit a c()])y of the

aV)ove to the comuiittee of Inspection of Frederic, and
desire them, in pursuance of the above resolution, to send

the prisoners under gxiard to Philadel{)hia.

On motion made, Resolved, That the petition of Jona-
than Hudson, be referred to a Committee of three.

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr.
[John] Pcnn, and Mr. R[obert] Morris.

The Congress, taking into consideration the letters from
Lord Stirling, ||came to the following resolutions :||

Rf'so/rt'd, That Mr. Thomas Lowry be ap))ointed to

sujiply the New Jersey l)attalions with the rations and
other necessaries allowed the Soldiers at said 7''

J|= [31-360

of a dollar] per ration.
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On motion, Resolved., That Mr. Crane be directed to give

Mr. Lowry the proper order for securing, for the use of

the Jersey battalions, the blankets in the barracks in that

colony.

Resolved, That each company of the two battalions

raised in New Jersey, not already ordered to the fort

on Hudson's River, in the highlands, in the Colony of

New York, be, and they are hereby ordered to inarch, as

soon as they can be furnished with barrack necessaries

and arms, to the city of New York, and ||there || remain

till farther orders ; and that four of the companies ordered

to the fort in the highlands, be likewise stationed in the

city of New York, till Barracks can be fitted up for them
in that fort.

Ordered, That a copy of the above be transmitted to

Lord Stirling.

On motion. Resolved., That a surgeon be allowed to each

regiment, ||in the service of the United Colonies ;||

That the pay of a regimental Surgeon be 25 Dollars per

llcalendarll month.
William Barnet, jun. was unanimously elected surgeon

of the first or eastern battalion raised in New Jersey.

On motion, Resolved, That a standing committee, to

consist of one member from each Colony, be appointed to

take into consideration the application of the several per-

sons applying to be officers in the American army, to

examine into their qualifications, and report to Congress.

N. Hampshire J Bartlett

Massachusetts Sam' Adams
Rhode Island S. Ward
Connecticut E. Dyer
N. York J. Jay
New Jersey W Livingston

Pensylvania A Allen

Delaware C. Rodney
Maryland
Virginia F. L. Lee
N Carolina J. Penn
S. Carolina T. Lynch
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On motion, Resolved, That Mr. G[\nining] Bedford, the

deputy muster master general, ||who is now iu town, || be

directed to muster the battalion raised in this Colony, and
make return to Congress as soon as possible.

Resolved, That the farther consideration of Lord Ster-

ling's letter,
|

[which respects the arresting and imprison-

ing soldiers for small sums,|| be referred to a committee

of Mr. [John] Jay, Mr. [James] Wilson, and Mr. W[il-

liam] Livingston.

The Committee on frauds report that they have made
some proficiency, but meet'

The committee appointed to consider of ways and

means for establishing expresses, brought in their report,

which was read.

On motion, Ordered, That the letters from General

Schuj'ler, General Montgomery and Colonel Arnold, be

published.^

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1775

On motion from the Committee appointed to fit out

armed vessels.

Resolved, That the said Committee be empowered to

employ the following officers, and that their pay be as

follows, viz:

HIdsbtpmao, \l rtollan per csleDdar month,

Armourer, 15 do. do.

Sallmaker, 12 do. do.

Yoemsn, » do. do.

Quartermaster. 9 dollam per ralendar month.
Quarter fiunncr, 8 do. do.

Cook. 12 do. do.

Coxswain, 9 do. do.

' .\n unfinished entry.

' IVinUid it) the I'liirtsylmnia Piickel, 11 Dfiwiil^r, 1775.
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Pilot according to the usual rates ; when absolutely nec-

essary, the commander to give such further gratuity as

may be necessary for the good of the service.

On motion, Resolved, That an order issue for raising

four battalions in the colony of Pensylvania, on the same
terms as that already raised.

Resolved y That a like order issue for raising one battal-

ion in the lower counties on Delaware, on the same terms

as those ordered to be raised in Pensylvania.

The Congress took into consideration the letters from

General Schuyler, from 11th November inclusive, and
thereupon came to the following resolutions

:

Resolved, That the orders given to General Montgom-
ery, to purchase cloathing at Montreal, for the troops

llunder his command, || be and are approved.

Resolved, That the officers, who are prisoners, be al-

lowed to sell their bills for their subsistence.

Resolved, That Major Preston, Captain Kinnear, Cap-
tain Goodwin, and Major Stopford, pay to the continental

treasui^ers, the simis advanced them by General Schuy-
ler, and that General Schuyler be informed of this reso-

lution, and desired to send their obligations to the

treasurers.

Resolved, That General Montgomery be appointed a

Major General in the army of the United Colonies.

Resolved, That the sum of 166 dollars per month, be

allowed to the commander for the time being, in the prov-

ince of Canada, and residing there, for the expence of his

table, over and above the pay, to which he may be intitled

by his Commission.

Resolved, That the several letters from General Schuy-
ler, with the enclosures, except what refers to Mr. Phelps,

be committed to a committee of three, who are to take
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the same iuto consideration, and report thereon to Con-

gress.

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Dickinson, Mr.

[Thomas] M'Kean, and Mr. [George] Wythe.

On motion, Resolved, That the sum of 3,000 dollars be

advanced to Mr. C[arpenter] Wharton, who has contracted

to supply the battalion raised in Pensylvauia, at 1\=
7.90 of a dollar] per ration, and that the same to be paid

him on his signing the contract, and giving proper secur-

ity for the performance thereof.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there [is] due

to William Chew, for riding express to the salt petre rock

in Virginia, and bringing samples of the mineral, the sum
of 84.3 Dollars.

Ordered, To be paid.

Resolved, That an order be drawn on the treasurer for

the sum of 1,956 dollars in favour of Colonel E[liphalet]

Dyer for medicines by him purchased agreeable to the

order of the Congi-ess for the use of the Army.
The Commissioners for Indian affairs in the middle de -

])artment, brought in their report.

Ordered, That the same be considered on Wednesday
next.

Resolved, That Monday next be assigned for taking into

consideration the instructions to the delegates of Rhode
Island

.

The several other matters to this day referred, being

postponed,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.
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MONDAY, DECEMBER ii, 1775

A letter from General Washington, dated 30th Novem-
ber, being received, was read,^ enclosing an Invoice of

Stores on board the Nancy transport, taken by the schooner

Lee, Captain Manly; also a letter fi'om the Convention

of New York, dated 7th December.

The Committee to whom that part of Lord Stirling's

letter, respecting the arresting and imprisoning soldiers

for small sums, was referred, brought in their report.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congi-ess took

into consideration the instructions given to the delegates

of Rhode Island, and ||after debate thereon, || come to the

following resolution

:

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to devise

ways and means for furnishing these colonies with a naval

armament, and report with all convenient speed.

That the committee consist of a member from each

Colony. The members are Mr. [Josiah] Bartlett, Mr.

S[amiiel] Adams, Mr. [Stephen] Hopkins, Mr. [Silas]

Deane, Mr. [Francis] Lewis, Mr. [Stephen] Crane, Mr.

R[obert] Morris, Mr. [George] Read, Mr. [William] Paca,

Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, Mr. [Joseph] Hewes, and
Mr. [Christopher] Gadsden.

The Congi'ess then took into Consideration the report

of the Committee on Captain [Thomas] Jenkins's petition,

which was agreed to as follows

:

The Committee appointed to consider the Application

of Captain Thomas Jenkins of the island of Nantucket,

for license to sell his cargo of oil in this city, and to pur-

chase a cargo of provisions and fuel for the necessary use

'Thia letter is in Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, I, folio 301. In the

Library of Congress arc also to be found various vouchers relating to the disposition

of the cargo on this vessel.
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of the inhabitants of said island, have taken the same

into consideration, and come to the following resolutions:

Resolved, That the vigilance and zeal of the committee

of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, in preventing

the said Jenkins's cargo from being sold, contrary to the

resolutions of Congress, be highly approved.

Resolved, That it appears to this Committee, that the

inhabitants of said island are at present in great distress

for want of the necessaries of life.

Resolved, That humanity requires that some speedy

measures be taken by the Congress, to enable the said

inhabitants to supply themselves with necessary fuel and

provisions.

Resolved, That the select men of the town of Sher-

bourne, in Nantucket, prepare an estimate of the quantity

of fuel, and provisions necessary for the lase of said In-

habitants, and lay it before three or more justices of the

peace, for the county of Barnstable, in the Colony of

Massachusetts bay, attested by the oath or affirmation of

the said select men; and that the said justices be em-
powered to gi-ant licenses under their hands to any master

or owner of vessels in the said island, to import fuel and

provisions from the colonies of Massachusetts bay, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pensylvania,

Lower Counties on Delaware, or Maryland, not exceeding

the quantities specifyed in said estimate.

Resolved, Whereas it appears that the said inhabitants

are in innnediate danger of suffering for want of the nec-

essaries of life, that the said Ca])tain Jenkins be permitted,

under the inspection of tlie committee of the city of Phila-

delphia, to unload and sell his present cargo, and to pur-

chase a cargo of fuel or provisions, provided he shall first

make oath or affirmation before a magistrate, and give

bond, that the same is, bona fidr, intended for the internal
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consumption of the said inhabitants, and that he will use

his utmost endeavours, that it shall not fall into the hands

of the enemies of the United Colonies.

The Committee to whom the petition of Jonathan

Hudson was referred, reported theu* opinion in certain

resolutions, which being read, were agreed to as follows:

Resolved, That so much of the said petition as prays

for permission to export said cargo to any place other than

the islands of Great Britain, Ireland, Jersey, Guernsey,

Sark, Aldernay, or Man, or the West India Islands, is

reasonable.

Resolved, That so much of the said petition as prays for

any further pei*mission is unreasonable.

Resolved, That the said petitioner give bond, with suf-

ficient security, to the chairman of the committee of the

town of Baltimore, under a penalty of double the value of

the said cargo, to export the said cargo to some place

other than the islands of Great Britain, Ireland, Jersey,

Guernsey, Sark, Alderney, Man, and the islands of the

West Indies; and within six months after the said expor-

tation, to produce to the said chairman a certificate of

the port, to which the said cargo shall have been shipped,

authenticated under the hands of two Merchants of known
character and reputation, residing in the same port; and

that on executing such bond, the said chairman sign a

permit to the said petitioner, allowing him to export the

said cargo.

The Congi'ess resumed the Consideration of a resolu-

tion of Congi'ess respecting the numbering of the bills

ordered to be emitted.

Resolved, that the Numbers commence from No. 1, and

that the said numbers be in different ink from the former.

Resolved, That the following gentlemen be appointed to

sign and number the bills ordered to be emitted, viz.
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Samuel Morris, Frederick Kuhl, Stephen Collins, Nicholas

Garrison, Matthew Clarkson, Samuel C. Morris, Thomas
Barclay, Anthony Morris, juu. James Wharton, Benjamin
Fuller, Joel Evans, Andrew Bunner, John Mease, Thomas
Coombe, John Bayard, Robert Tuckniss, Isaac Hazle-

hurst, Thomas Morris, Samuel Caldwell, John Purviance,

Mordecai Lewis, George Campbell, Joseph Parker, Daniel

Clymer, JosephWatkins, jun., John Shee, Phiueas Bond,
James Read, Robei-t Roberts, John Ord, Isaac Howell,

William Webb, Jonathan B. Smith, Cornelius Barnes,

Thomas Smith, and William Crispin,

Resolved, That each bill be signed, and numbered by
two of the foregoing gentlemen.

A petition from Mr. Phelps, was presented and read.

Ordered, To be taken into consideration to Morrow.
The Committee appointed to receive the applications

and examine the qualifications of persons applying for

offices, &c. reported Dr. Boyd as proper to be surgeon to

the regiment raised in Pensylvania, and Mr. Patterson to

be adjutant to said Regiment: Whereupon,
The Congress concurred in the choice of Doctor Boyd.
A petition from D[avid] Beveridge, was laid before

Congi-ess and read.

Resolved, That the same be referred to a Committee of

three.

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Jay, Mr. [George]
Read, and Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson.

Resolved, That an order be drawn on the treasurer in

favour of the Committee of Correspondence, for the sum
of 3,000 dollars.

Resolved, That to Morrow Morning be assigned to take

into consideration that part of the report of the Commit-
tee of Conference respecting Boston.

A letter from the commissioners for Indian Affairs in



424 Journals of Conyress

the southern district with sundry enclosures, being re-

ceived were read.

The Committee on the credit of the paper currency,

brought iu their report.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to ten o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER i2, 1775
I

On motion. Resolved, That the
1

1intercepted || letters of

Brooke Watson, and the invoice of the Cargo of the brig

Nancy transport, taken by the schooner Lee, Captain

Manly, be published.

A letter from Christopher Leffingwell, with sundry en-

closures respecting a cargo of molasses, taken out of the

Brig Nancy, was received and read;^ Also a letter from
the Committee of Trenton, with the parole of the officers

there, ||were laid before Congress and read.||

The Committee appointed to prepare letters of thanks

to the three general officers in the northern department,

brought in draughts, which were read and approved, and
Ordered, ||That they be signed by the president and||

to be transmitted.

The Committee on General Schuyler's letters, brought

in their report, which was read.

On motion. Resolved, That the allowance for a table,

made to the commander for the time being in Canada, be

alloM^ed to General Montgomery, from the time he en-

tered Canada.

On motion, Resolved, That this Congress will make a

present of a sword of the value of one hundred dollars, to

'The letter from Christopher Leffingwell, dated Norwich, November 29, ia in

J'apers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIV, folio 43.
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Captain Henry B. Livingston, as a testimony of their

sense of his services to this country, and that they will

embrace the first opportunity of promoting him in the

army.

Resolved, That the sum of 120,000 dollars be advanced

to the colony of Rhode Island, in part of their accounts

against the United Colonies, to be paid out of the emis-

sion last ordered, the said colony to be accountable for the

same.

The Congress agreeable to Order, took into considera-

tion the report of the Committee of Conference, respect-

ing Boston, and after debate,

Resolved, That the Congress will, to Morrow, resolve

itself into a committee of the whole, to take this matter

into consideration.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1775

A letter from General Washington dated 4 December,

with sundry enclosures, being received, were read.'

The Committee api)<)inted to devise ways and means
for fitting out a naval ai-mament, brought in their report,

wliich l)cing taken into consideration, was agreed to as

follows

:

That five ships of thirty -two guns, five of twenty -eight

guns, three of twenty -lour guns, making in the wbole

thirteen, can be fitted for the sea probably by the last of

March next, viz. in New Hampshire one, in Massachu-
setts bay two, in Rhode Island two, in Connecticut one,

' This letter is in I'ajxm ofthe i 'ontinmial Congren*, No. 162, 1, folio 305, and is printed

in Writings nf f3(or<j< Wiisliiiiiiloii (Knrill, III, 2r>6. The eutlosurcs aro with it.
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in New York two, in Pensylvauia four, and in Maryland

one.

That the cost of these ships, so fitted, will not be more

than 66,066 2/3 dollars each, on an average, allowing two

complete suits of sails for each ship, equal in the whole

to 866,666 2/3 dollars.

That the materials for fitting them may be all furnished

in these colonies, except the articles of canvas and gun

powder ; and that therefore it will be proper the Congress

direct the most speedy and effectual means of importing

the said articles of canvas and powder; that of the for-

mer, 7,500 pieces will be wanted, and of the latter, one

hundred tons.*

Resolved., That a committee be appointed with full

powers to carry the above report into execution, with all

possible expedition, (except what relates to canvas and

powder) at the expence of the United Colonies.

Resolved, That the appointment of the committee be

deferred till to Morrow.
Resolved, That it be an instruction to the Secret Com-

mittee to embrace the best and earliest opportunities to

procure the quantity of duck and powder in the above

report.

Mr. [Thomas] Willing, a member of the Secret Com-
mittee, desiring to be excused on account of his living

out of town, which rendered it impracticable for him to

attend the committee, that usually met in the Evening:

Resolved, That he be excused, and that another be

elected in his room.

The member chosen, Mr. R[obert] Morris.

On motion. Resolved, That when this Congress shall

adjoiu'n, it will be necessary to appoint a committee to

' Against these three paragraphs in the "corrected Journals " is written the word

"Secret."
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sit during the adjournment, for the purpose of superin-

tending the treasury, carrying on necessary correspond-

ence, and such other services as shall be directed by

Congress.

Resolved., that a Committee of five be appointed to

consider and prepare instructions for the committee

above -mentioned

.

The members ||chosen,|| Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr.

[William] Hooper, Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin, Mr. [John]

Jay, and Mr. [Silas] Deane.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to fit out

armed vessels, be authorised to give able-bodied seamen

.that may be willing to enter on board the ships of war of

the United Colonies, eight dollars per calendar month.

Information being given that sundry persons in this

city have lately sold tea,

Resolved, That the (consideration of this matter be re-

ferred to Friday next.

The several matters to this day referred, postponed,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1775

On motion, Resotrrd, That on the meeting of Congress,

half an hour every morning be employed in reading the

corrected copy of the journal, till the whole is gone

through.

lit'solved. That every morning the minutes of the pre-

ceding day be read, before the Congress enter upon new
business.

A \n\vX t>f the forvcctcd iToiii 'iiul being I
'c tul,

Ordered, That the journal, as corrected, after being

read, be transcribed, in order to be sent to the press.

The Congi'ess, agreeable to the order of the day, pro-
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ceeded to the appointment of the committee, for carrying

into execution the resolutions of Congress, for fitting out

armed vessels.

Resolved, That the said Committee consist of one from

each colony.

Resolved, That the choice be by ballot.

The members chosen, Mr. [Josiah] Bartlett, Mr. [John]

Hancock, Mr. [Stephen] Hopkins, Mr. [Silas] Deane, Mr.

[Francis] Lewis, Mr. [Stephen] Crane, Mr. R[obert]

Morris, Mr. McKcau, Mr. [George] Read, Mr. [Samuel]

Chase, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, Mr. [Joseph] Hewes,
Mr. [Christopher] Gadsden, and Mr. [John] Houston.

The Congress took into consideration a letter received

yesterday from General Washington ||of the 4th : || Where-
upon,

Resolved, That the second resolution in the report of

the committee on General Washington's letter, relative

to transports, be recommitted.

On motion. Resolved, That Lieutenant Hay, of the 7th

Regiment, who is now a prisoner, have liberty to return

to Great Britain, on his parole, not to take up arms
against America, during the present dispute between

Great Britain and these colonies.

A petition from Peter Berton, was laid before Congress

and read.

Resolved, That the said petition, with the papers accom-
panying it, be referred to a committee of three.

The members chosen, Mr. E[dward] Rutledge, Mr.
[Thomas] Lynch, and Mr. [Richard] Smith.

Resolved, That the farther consideration of the Gen-
eral's letter be referred till to Morrow.
The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1775

Infonnation being given to Congress, that Captain

Motte, who was entrusted with conducting the prisoners

to Reading, and other towns in Pensylvania, having per-

formed that ser\'ice, was returned to this city.

Resolved, That the committee appointed to distribute

the prisoners, confer with Captain Motte, and report to

Congi-ess.

Resolved, That the committee of safety for the colony

of Pensylvania, be requested to recommend proper per-

sons for field officers of the four battalions to be raised in

the said colony.

Resolved, That the said committee appoint proper per-

sons for officers in the said battalions, under the rank of

Majors.'

Resolved, That similar orders be given ||to the commit-

tee of safety of|| the lower counties on Delaware, for

recommending the field officers, and appointing inferior

officers, of the battalion to l)e raised in that colony.

Resolved, That Messrs. George Meade and com])auy,

merchants, of the city of Philadelphia, be permitted to

export from the colony of Virginia, so much of the prod-

uce of that country, as shall be equal in value to any

quantity of salt, not exceeding six thousand bushels,

which they shall carry and safely deliver there to the

committee of safety or their order, who are empowered
to regulate the prices of the said produce and salt ; and

that the said George Meade and company, having given

to the delegates of the said colony, in this city, bond with

sufficient surety, under a penalty of double the value of

the said salt, that they will not carry any produce of the

said colony, whicb they may receive in i-eturn for their

' I'rinteil in llio rmiutylinnia Packrl, J."> DocfiiilH^r, ITTS.
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salt, to the islands of Great Britain, Ireland, Jersey,

Guernsey, Sark, Alderney, or Man, or to the West Indian

islands, and producing to the committee of safety of the

said colony a certificate thereof, signed by the said dele-

gates here, shall have a permit under the hand of the

chairman of the said committee of safety, to export the

said produce, the said permit being to be endorsed on, or

annexed to a manifest of the cargo exported.

The Committee appointed to prepare instructions for

the Committee who are to sit during the recess of Con-

gress, brought in then- report, which was read.

The Committee appointed to consider and prepare instructions for a

committee during who are to sit during the recess of Congress have

agreed to the following Resolutions:

Jie-wlveff. that it is the opinion of this committee that the said Com-
mittee during the Recess of Congress should be authorised and

instructed

To receive and open all letters directed to the Congress and to give

auch answcrr; to the same as thcj' nhall be authorized to give.

To correspond with the several Conventions, Assemblies, or Com-
mittees of safety, with the Committee of Congress sent to Canada, the

Commissioners for Indian affairs; and the Commanding officers of the

Continental forces in the several departments.

To give counsel to the said commanding officers whenever applied

to by them.

To supply the Continental forces by sea and land with all neces-

saries from time to time.

To expedite the striking monies ordered b}' the Congress to be

struck.

To transmit to the several Commanding officers, Paymasters and

Commissaries from time to time such sums of money as may be neces-

sary for the pay and subsistence of the Continental forces, and to

draw on order paiment by the Treasurers for such contracts as the

said committee may make in pursuance of the authorities and instruc-

tions given them.

To take charge of all Military stores belonging to the United colo-

nies, to procure such further quantities as may probably be wanted,
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aud to order an}' part thereof wheresover it may be most i-equisite lor

the Common service.

To direct the safe keeping and comfortable accommodation of all

Prisoners of war.

To contribute their counsel and authority towards raising recruits

ordered by Congress.

To procure intelligence of the condition and designs of the enemy.

To direct militarj- operations by sea aud land; not changing any
objects or expeditions determined on by ("ongress.

To attend to the defence and preservation of forts and strong posts

and to prevent the enemy from acquiring now holds.

To apply to such officers in the sevei'al colonies as are entrusted

with the executive powers of government for the aid of their occa-

sional aid of Minute-men and militia whenever and wherever necessarj'.

In case of the death of anj* officer within the appointment of Con-
gress, to employ a person to fulfil his duties, if until the meeting of

Congress, i# imless the office be of such a nature as to admit a delay of

appointment until such meeting.

To examine public claims and accounts and report the same to the

next Congress.

To pul)lish and disperse authentic accounts of military operations.

To expedite the printing of the Journals of Congress as by them
directed to be published.

To sunuiion a meeting of Congress at an earlier day than that to

which it may stand adjourned, if any great and unexpected emergence
shall render it necessary for the safety or good of the United colonies.

To proeuro intelligence of the (Condition and donigno of the enemy.
And to lay before the Congress at theii- meeting all letters received

by them with a report of their proceedings.

RexdiiwiJ, that the said Conunittee be authorized to appoint their

own clerk who shall take an oath of sccrecj' before he enters on the
exercise of his office.

Jiimlvid, that in ca.se of the death of any member of the said Com-
mittee, they immediately apply to t4»e his surviving dologatco of the
coUegues to appoint some one of themselves to be a memlier of the
said Committee.

Resolved, that the Treasurers be directed to pay out of the Conti-
nental Monies in their hands, all Draughts made on them bv the said

Committee'

'The original is in Paper» of the Continental Cnitgrriui, No. 23, folio 5. All but the

last paragraph is in the writing of Thomas Jefferson.
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The Committee of Claims reported,

That there is due to Robert Erwin, waggon master, for

the carriage of cloathing to Dobb's ferry, the sum of 40

dollars.

That there is diie to Philip Livingston, Esq. for print

-

mg, &e. the sum of £21. 2 = 56.2 dollars.

That there is due for provisions, &c. furnished to the

several companies of rifflemen, by sundry persons the sum
of £84. 16. 9 New York currency -= 212 dollars, to be paid

to Henry Wisner, Esq.

That there is due to the Committee of Observation at

Princetown, for sundry expences, and for provisions

fiu-nished to several riffle companies, the sum of 74.3 dol-

lars, and that the same ought to be paid to Thomas
Higgins.

Ordered,, That the said accounts be paid.

The Committee to whom the second resolution, in the

report on General Washington's letter ||relative to trans-

ports, |1 was referred, brought in their report, which was
read.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjom-ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER i6, 1775

A letter from General Washington, dated 7 December,
1775, was read.'

A letter from the Convention of New York, dated 9th

Instant, being laid before Congi-ess and read,

Ordered,, That the same be referred to the committee

on the continental currency.

Resolved, That the committee appointed to carry into

' This letter is in Papers of the Continental Congrea, No. 162, 1, folio 329.
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execution the resolutions of Congi-ess relative to a naval

armament, be empowered to draw on the Treasurers,

fi-om time to time, for any sums not exceeding 500,000

dollars, for cariying into execution the resolutions of

Congi-ess.

Resolved, That the Delegates for Maryland and Virginia

be a committee to prepare instructions for Col. Irvine.

The Committee appointed to confer with Captain Motte,

brought in a report, which was read.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due

to Josiah Fessenden, for riding express three times to the

Camp at Cambridge, and once to Rhode Island, and for

expences and horse hire, &c. a balance the sum 126 dollars.

To Daniel King, for ||36 days' || hire of a sulky for said

Fessenden, ||the sum of|| 18 dollars.

Ordered, That the same be paid.

Capt. White Eyes, a Delaware chief, who came down
with the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the middle

department, being introduced to Congi-ess, the President

addressed him in the following manner:

Brother Captain White Eyes,

We are {i^lad to see you, and we hid you welcome to this council

lire, kindled for all the United Colonics.

We have heard of your friendship for your Brethren, the white

people, and how useful ^-ou have been in preserving peace and har-

mony between your nation and us, and we thank you for those services.

We are pleased that the Dclawares intend to embrace Christianity.

We will send you, accordinp to vour desire, a minister and a school-

master to instruct you in the principles of religion, and other parts of

useful knowledge.

We shall he happy in improving every opportunity that shall offer

for convincing your nation, and all the other nations of Indians, of

our friendly dispositions towards them.

Before you leave this city, wo will give you some particular testi-

mony of our regard for you.

6621—VOL 2—05 28
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The Congress took into consideration the report of the

Committee who conferred with Capt. Motte.

Resolved^ That the offic-ers be distributed in such places

as are most agreeable to themselves, observing always the

former resolutions of Congi-ess on this subject, and that

the officers and privates be not stationed in the same
places, until the further orders of Congress.

Resolved, That a committee ||of three|| be appointed to

confer with Major Preston, and, with him, fix on an
agent to negotiate his bills, and, with the money arising

from the sale of said bills, to supply the prisoners taken

at St. John's with cloathing and other necessaries.

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean, Mr.
R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, and Mr. S[amuel] Adams.

Resolved, That the privates who are prisoners, and
have been left by Captain Motte at Lancaster, be allowed

to remain in that place till the farther orders of Congress.

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding £30 = 80 dollars be

paid to Capt. Motte, being so much advanced and paid

by him for necessaries to his men in conducting the

prisoners.

Resolved, That the distribution of the prisoners made
by Captain Motte is approved.

Resolved, That it be a standing rule of Congress, that

no person be allowed to make any motion after twelve

o'clock, without special leave, until the orders of the

day are either determined or put off to another day.

A petition from sundry merchants of Philadelphia, was
presented and read

:

Resolved, That the same be referred to a committee of

three.

The members chosen, Mr. [Robert] Morris, Mr.
[Thomas] Jefferson, and Mr. [William] Hooper.
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The Committee to whom the petition of D[avid] Bev-
eridge was referred, brought in their report, which was
read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, DECEMBER i8, 1775

The Committee appointed to confer with Major Pres-

ton, made report of their proceedings, and that they had

not come to a conclusion with Major Preston on the mat-

ter referred to them.

Resolved, That Major Preston have leave to go with

Captain Motte to Lancaster, and there to remain ten

days, if he chuse to remain there so long.

Resolved, That a copy of the resolutions of Congi'ess,

relative to the disposal of the prisoners, and of the parole

to be signed by the officei's, be sent to the committee of

inspection of Lancaster ; and that an order issue to the

said committee to take the parole of the officers there,

and transmit the same to Congi-ess.

Resolved, That an order be drawn on the treasurers in

favor of Captain Edward Motte, for the farther sxmi of

80 dollars, ho to be accountable foj- the same.

Sundry affidavits from Wyoming, relative to distuib-

ances there, between the ]ieople of Connecticut and Pen-
sylvania, being laid before Congress and read,'

After debate, Resolved, That the consideration of this

matter be referred till to Morrow.

'These alliilavibi are in PapirKu/ the (oiitiufutdl Cuugrens, No. 69, 1, folios :U—*;t

and 111. With them Ih a ntjitement in the writing of Silaa Dwine, but not cigiinl,

giving information on the subject.
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Letters from General Schuyler, dated 19,20,24 Novem-
ber and 8 December with sundry enclosed papers, being

received, vrere read.'

Resolved^ That they be referred to a committee of three.

The members chosen, Mr. [William] Hooper, Mr.
[Thomas] M'Kean, and Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1775

Eesolved, That the committee of safety for Pennsyl-

vania be requested to supply the armed vessels, nearly

ready for sailing, with four tons of gun iiowder, at the

continental expence.

That the said committee be requested to procure and
lend the said vessels as many stand of small arms as they

can spare, not exceeding 400, to be repaid by the Congress

either in kind or value, as the committee may desire.

Resolved, That if the powder and arms that may be

supplied and lent to the Continent for the use of the said

armed vessels, shall not be replaced on or before the first

day of February next, the Congress engages that their

whole influence and authority shall then be exerted im-

mediately, to replace the same, by procuring powder and
arms from some other part of the continent.

Resolved, That if the powder supplied and lent to the

Continent by the city of New York, shall not be replaced

on or before the first day of February next, the Congi-ess

engages that their whole influence and authority shall

' A letter dated December 8, is in Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 153, I, folio

358. The letterof November 20 is endorsed as received on November 30, and ia noted

imder that date. The other letters are not foimd.
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then be exerted immediately to replace the same, by pro-

viding powder from some other part of the Continent.

Agreeable to the order of the day, Congress resumed
the consideration of the General's letter, and the report

of the committee to whom the 2^ article in the report of

the Committee on the General's letters was referred, and
thereupon came to the following resolution, which is to

be substituted in place of the said 2*? resolution.

Resolved, That all transport vessels in the same service,

having on board any troops, arms, ammunition, cloath-

ing, provisions, or miUtary or naval stores of what kind

soever, and all vessels to whomsoever belonging, that

shall be employed in carrying provisions or other neces-

saries to the British Army or armies, or navy, that now are

or shall hereafter be within any of the United Colonies,

or any goods, wares, or merchandizes, for the use of such

fleet and army, shall be liable to seizure, and, with their

cargoes, shall be confiscated.'

The committee on the qualifications of officers applying,

&c. made a report, which was read; and

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The committee on the state of Virginia, brought in a

report, which being read,

Ordered, To lie on the table.

A letter from General Washington dated was laid

before Congress and read."

The sundiy papers to this day referred, being postponed.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

' See p. 428 aule.

• A letter (infe«l Decemljer 1 1 is in Paprrt of the Continental Congrett, No. 152, 1, folio

336. It it) prmt«(i iu Writings of (Jeorge Wcuhingtwt, (Ford) III, 270.
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1775

The Committee of Claims report, that there is due to

sundry persons for necessaries furnished to the riffle com-
panies in Virginia, the sum of £240.4.1^=640.5 dollars,

and that the same ought to be paid to Mr. Thomas
Rutherford.

To Rebecca Reynolds, for horse hire, 6.9 dollars, and
.hat the same be paid to Henry Wisner, Esq.

Ordered^ That the above be paid.

Resolved, An order be drawn on the treasurers, in favor

of the reverend Mr. Elihu Spencer, for the sum of 120

dollars, and in favour of the reverend Mr. Alexander
M'Whorter, for the like sum, ||who have undertaken to

go to North -Carolina,
II

being three mouths' advance,

they to be accountable.

The Cougi-ess took into consideration the report of the

committee on the petition of David Beveridge, which was
agreed to as follows :

Resolved, That the said petition is unreasonable

:

Resolved, nevertheless, that for the more si^eedy arming
these colonies, the said David Beveridge be permitted

to export a cargo of the produce of America (live stock

and lumber excepted) to any part of the world, except

Great Britain, the British Island, Ireland, or the British

West Indies, on his giving bond, with sufficient security,

in double the amount of the said cargo, to the chaii'man

of the committee of inspection of Philadeli)hia, or to such
persons as said committee shall appoint, that he will im-
port, into these colonies, by the first day of June next,

the amount of the proceeds of the said cargo, in arms,

ammunition, or salt petre, and shall dispose of the same
to the Congress, for the use of the United Colonies, at

such reasonable prices, as hy the committee of inspection
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of the place in which the vessel shall arrive, shall be as-

certained and determined.

Agi'eeable to the order of the day, the Congi*ess re-

sumed the consideration of the General's letters, and
thereupon came to the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the several vessels heretofore taken and

carried into Massachusetts bay, by the armed vessels in

the service of the United Colonies, be proceeded against

by the rules of the law of Nations, and libelled in the

courts of admiralty erected in said colony.

Certain instructions given to the president to be ob-

served in answering the General's letters

The order of the day with regard to rci3olving itaclf into

a conimittoc of the whole, to take into consideration the

report of the Committee of Conference, respecting Boa -

ton, postponed.

The Congi-ess, taking into consideration the disputes

between the people of Pensylvania and Connecticut, on
tlie waters of Susquehanuah, came to the following reso-

lution :

Whereas a dispute subsists between some of the inhab-

itants of the colony of Connecticut, settled under the

claim of said colony, on the lands near Wyoming, on the

Susquehanuah river, and in the Delaware country, and
the inhabitants settled under the claim of the proprieta-

ries of Pensylvania, which dispute, it is apprehended,
will, if not suspended during the present troubles in these

colonies, be ]»roductive of pernicious consequences, whicli

may be very prejudicial to the commun interest of the

United Colonies; therefore,

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, and

it is accordingly recommended, that the contending jtar-

ties immediately cease all hostilities, and avoid evt'ry ap-

pearance of force, until the dispute can be legally decided
;
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that all property taken and detained, be restored to the

original owners ; that no interruption be given by either

party to the free passing and repassing of persons behav-

ing themselves peaceably through said disputed territory,

as well by land as water, without molestation of either of

person or property; that all persons seized on and de-

tained on account of said dispute, on either side, be dis-

missed and permitted to go to their respective homes ; and
that, things being put in the situation they were before

the late unhappy contest, they continue to behave them-
selves peaceably on their respective possessions and im-

provements, until a legal decision can be had on said

dispute, or this Congi-ess shall take further order thereon

;

and nothing herein done shall be construed in prejudice

of the claims of either party/

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Mori'ow.

THURSDAY, DFXEMBER 21, 1775

Ordered.! That an authentic copy of the resolution passed

yesterday, relative to the disputes between the people of

Connecticut and Pensylvania, be transmitted to the con-

tending parties.

The Convention of Maryland having added two new
members to their delegates, one of them attending, pro-

duced the credentials of their appointment, which were
read, and are as follows

:

siaryland.

Annapolis, Maryland,
In Provinclal Convention, December 9, 1775.

Resol/ved, That Robert Alexander and John Rogers, Esquires,

together with those already appointed, he Deputies to represent this

' Printed in the Pennsyhania Packet, 8 January, 1776.
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Province in the Continental Congress, and that the said Deputies, or

any three or more of them, have full and ample Power to consent and

agree to all Measures, which such Congress shall deem necessary and

effectual to obtain a redress of American Grievances; and be author-

ized to represent and act for this Province in any Continental Con-

gress, which may be held before the 25th Day of March next.

Extract from the Minutes,
C DuvALL, Clerk.

The Congi'ess took into consideration the report of the

Committee on the applications for offices, &c. and the

same being debated,

Resolved, That 40 iron pots be provided for the soldiers,

while in the barracks near Philadelphia.

Resolved, That the commissioned officers of each com -

pany be allowed, every week, a quarter of a cord of hick-

ory, or other wood in proportion.

Resolved, That there be provided for the battalion raised

in Pensylvania, one hundred haversacks, a camp kettle

for every six mini, a tomhawk, canteen, cartouch box,

knapsack, and two belts for each man.
Resolved, That a coat of uniform be provided for each

soldier, and that what the coat costs more than the Imnt-

ing shirt, that was to be given them, be deducted from

their wages.

Resolved, That the said battalion be paid one month's

pay as soon as may be, that afterwards they receive

monthly half a month's pay only, until so nuich is re-

tained, as will amount to the money advanced for their

fire arms, eloathing, &c. after which they shall receive

their full ])ay monthly.

Resolred, That it be reconinicnded to the committee of

Safety of Pensylvania, to provide arms, for the three

companies that are ordei-ed to march; and also to provide

the articles ordered above for the use of the said battalion.
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and likewise to furnish the said battalion with drums,

colom'S and fifes.

Doctor James Holmes was chosen surgeon to Colonel

Maxwell's regiment.

Matthias Halsted was elected quarter master to Lord
Stirling's regiment.

Resolved, That the foi^egoiug committee be directed to

procure proper medicine chests for the battalions raised

in Pensylvania and New Jersey.

The Congress then resolved itself into a committee of

the whole, to take into consideration that part of the re-

port of the Committee of Conference, relative to Boston,

and after some time spent thereon, the president resumed
the chair, and Mr. [Samuel] Ward reported, that the

Committee had taken into consideration the matter re-

ferred to them, but not having come to any resolution,

desu-ed leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, as soon as they meet,

unless public despatches prevent, ||to Morrow morning,
||

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

their consideration, the report of the Committee of Con-
ference, llrelative to the attack on Boston.

||

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to confer with
Major Preston, ||Mr. [Thomas] M'Koan, Mr. [Richard

Henry] Lee, and Mr. S[amuel] Adams, || be a committee

to consider what allowance should be made to the officers

who are prisoners, for their support.

Resolved, That Mons"^ Regonville, a Canadian prisoner

at Trenton, be permitted to come to Philadelphia, and
there wait the orders of Congress.

The order of the day being renewed,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1775

A letter from General Schviyler, 14th December, 1775;"

a letter from Lord Stirling dated, Trenton, 14 December,
also a letter from Captain Livingston,^ being received,

were read.

The Committee appointed to fit out armed vessels, laid

before Congress a list of the officers by them appointed,

agi-eeable to the resolutions of Congress, viz.

Ezek Hopkins, Esq' commander in chief of the fleet.

Captains

Dudley Saltonstall, Esq":, of the Alfred.

Abraham Whipple, Esq', of the Columbus.

Nicholas Biddle, Esq', of the Andrew Doria.

John BuiTOWs Hopkins, Esq', of the Cabot.

1" lieutenants

John Paul Jones, Hersted [Hoysted] Hacker,

Rhodes Arnold, Jonathan Pitcher.

Stansbury,

2^ lieutenants

Benjamin Seabury, Thomas Weaver,
Joseph Olney, M'Dougall.

Elisha Warner,

3 lieutenants

John Fanning, Danirl Vaughan.
Ezekiel Burroughs,

Reaolved, That the pay of the commandci- in chief of

the Fleet be 12;') dollars per calendar month.
Resolved, That commissions be granted to the above

officers agreeable to their rank in the above appointniont.

'Tills letter is in I'aprrt of llu' (hntinfnini Cougresf, No. 153, I, folio 301'.

'Till' letter from Henry KrocklntlHt l.ivinkcston, without date, is in I'aprrn u( Ihe

Omtin.htiil tV»ij7rf*(, No. 7S, MV. foli.i .M
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Resolved^ That the Committee for fitting out armed
vessels, issue warrants to all officers employed in the fleet

under the rank of 3" lieutenants.

Resolved, That the Committee for fitting out armed ves-

sels be directed (as a secret committee) to give such in-

structions to the commander of the fleet, toiiching the

operations of the ships under his command, as shall

appear to the said committee most conducive to the

defence of the United Colonies, and [to] the distress of

the enemy's naval forces and vessels bringing supplies to

their fleets and armies, and lay such instructions before

the Congress when called for.

Resolved, That the said Committee be directed to con-
sider how the share of the prizes allotted to the captors

ought to be divided between the officers and men, and
report to Congress.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

confer with the Indians lately arrived, and report to Con-
gi'ess.

The members chosen, Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr.
[Thomas] Lynch, and Mr. S[amuel] Adams.
Agi'eeable to the orders of the day, the Congress

resolved itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

farther consideration the report of the Committee of

Conference relative to an attack on Boston, and after

debate, the president resumed the chair, and Mr. [Samuel]
Ward reported, that the Committee had taken into their

farther consideration the matter to them referred, and
had come to a resolution, which he was ready to report.

The report of the committee being read, the same was
agreed to as follows

:

Resolved, That if General Washington and his council

of war should be of opinion, that a successful attack may
be made on the troops in Boston, he do it in any manner
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he may think expedient, notwithstanding the town and
the property in it may thereby be destroyed.'

Resolved., That the quarter master general have the rank

of a colonel in the Army of the United Colonies

The Committee of Claims reported that there is due,

To Benjamin Harrison, Esq^ for his expences ||in his

late journey
II

to Maryland, amounting to £27. 3. 2==72.

4

dollars.

Ordered., That the above be paid.

Ordered., That the papers found with J. Connolly and
the examination of said Connolly and the others taken

with him, be printed.

Resolved, That Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr. [William]

Hooper, Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin, Mr. [John] Jay, and
Mr. [Silas] Deane, be a committee to examine the jour-

nals, and lay before Congress a list of the matters that are

therein unfinished, and which are proper to be acted

upon.

The orders of the day being renewed,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1775

A letterfrom Lord Stirling 19 December, being received,

was read.^

A petition from Seth Paddock, master of the sloop

Miiyflower, and Sylvanus Coffin, master of the schooner

Dollji, of the island of Nantucket, being laid before Con-
gress, was read

:

Resolved, That the said petition be referred to a com -

mittee of three, and that it be an instruction to said com-
mittee, to enquire what quantity of provisions and fuel is

'Against theee paragrapliH in thi- " corrected Journals," was written the word
"Secret."

'This letter is in the Papen of the ContinenUxl Congrttf, N<». 162, folio 356.

/I
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necessaiy for the internal eonsumption of the inhabitants

of said Island of Nantucket for one year, and what quan-
tity has been exported to said island from different ports

of the United Colonies, during the month of December.
The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean, Mr.

[Benjamin] Harrison, and Mr. [Roger] Sherman.
Mr. Langdon, one of the committee appointed to repair

to Ticonderoga, and confer with General Schuyler, being

returned, laid before Congress a report of theh- proceed-

ings, which was read.

Report of the CommltU'c diricted to repair to Tieorideroya and Con-

fer loith General Schuyl^' about Several Matters relative to the puhlick

Service, To take a Survey of and Report the state of the Fortification

in the high lands and to use their endeavours to jyrocurc an accession

of the Canadians to a Union with these Colonies.

Your Committee beg leave to Report, that Agreeable to the direc-

tions of the Congress thej' repair'd to the fortress in the highlands on

the 17th day of November; for the state in which they found it, and
their observations there upon, the}- refer the Congress to their letter

of the 22"* day of the sau^e month, but they cannot help, again recom-

mending, with the utmost earnestness, the sending some persons well

Awjuainted with fortifications, to take a Survey not only of the works,

but of the whole river, from Tellers point, to the North end of the

highlands, as your Committee are perswaded that the fortress now
erecting will by no means be sufficient to secure Hudson's River, if it

should be attacked bj' any Considerable force. Your Committee beg
leave farther to hint, at the propriety of Obstructing the Channel at

least lessening the depth of water since they have been Credibly

informed, that the River carries twenty five feet of water, to within

Twelve Miles of Albany, and tho it is out of their Department they

cannot but wish to turn the Attention of Congress to such Obstruc-

tions in the Narrows, dureing the winter season when our enemies

ships will be out of our ports, as will effectuallv secure the whole
Province of New York; tho' they are by no means Satisfied of its

practicability, yet they would Submit it to the Congress, whether it

may not be worth their enquiry. Your Committee farther Report,
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that they met with General Sohu5'ler, on the 28'" day of November at

Ticonderoga, and spent .some days with him, in Conferring on the

Subjects, about which they were directed to cncjuirc, that they learned

from him the folknving facts, that General Montgomery in order to

over come the Scruples of the Troops, and to induce them to follow

him to Montreal, about which they hesitated, on Account of the

Advanced season, was under a Necessaty of cngageing, that after the

Reduction of that place, those who chose it should be at liberty' to

return, That in Consequence of this promise. Colonel Warner with

his green mountain Boys Returned, tho' the time of their enlistment

did not expire, till the first of January, That about one Regiment of

the York Troops have been and are still employed at Crown point, at

Ticonderoga, at the different posts between that and New York, and

as batteau-men on the lakes, that the remaining three Regiments,

together with Capt. Lamt)s Comp^ of Artillery, did not at the begin-

ning of the Campaign exceed Eighteen hundred men that their num-

ber had been considerably lessened, by death sickness Desertion and

escorts for Prisoners, and that tho' few of the remainder had accepted

of the permission to return, yet there were not left above one thou-

sand men in Canada, who from the best information, your Committee

could receive from the General, or otherwise, have for the most part

Reiiilisted; that of the Troops from the several New England Govern-

ments who went into Canada, all had Returned, before your Commit-

tee Arrived at Ticonderoga, except about two hundred who had

rcinlisted; Their departure before the expiration of their Term, was

Occasioned, by their fear of being detain'd in Canada, by the Severity

of the weather, and the reasonableness of allowing them to return to

their respective homes, before the}' were disdmrged, That Colonel

Ai'nold, had with him ab' five hundred and tifty men, the rest of his

party liavcing left him on iiis way, into ('anada, so that the whole

number of Troops now in tliat Province, may be ab' Seventeen lum-

dred men, without niakeing any deduction for non effectives; but of

these facts, we are by no means fully Certified, as General Schuyler

has no returns of the Numbers; we assert them us Reports, Colloitcd

from such Officers, who have returned, and we hope however, shortly

to have a more Accurate Account, as the General has wrote for it to

General MontgomeiT.

As absolute Necessity has obliged General Schu^der to direct tlic

reinlistment of tho Troops, in Canada lieforo he received any other
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direction on this head than what was Contained in your general orders,

your Committee found that work in a great measure Concluded, by

General Montgomery tho not in such a manner as to be strictly Con-

formable to the intentions of the Congress the Generals having Con-

strued your Promise in your first letter on that Subject "that you
would see the Troops furnished with Cloathing" in its literal Sense;

procured Cloathing at Montreal, which they delivered as a bounty,

without makeing any deduction for it from their wages, whether with-

out this, they could have been rcinlisted, your Committee have not

been able to learn, but are Convinced, of the impossahilit^' of their

Remaineing any longer in that Country in the Situation they then

were, some of them being half riackcd, and those of the New York
Troops, who are best Clad, havcing only a Coat, nearly- woin out, and

linnen under Cloaths. Your Committee would also farther Submit it

to the Congress, whether it would be ([uite equitable, that in a Coun-

try where the Soldiers require a IXnihle quantit}' of Cloathing, they

should be obliged to pay for it, especially when we Consider, that

their duty has been and still is inconceiveablj' more Severe, than tho

rest of the Continental Arni}^ have experienced, your Committee have

however endeavoured, as far as lay in their power to remedy this Mis-

take, tho' they fear their endeavours will prove ineffectual; they have

directed General Montgomery, not to publish the resolution of the

Congress relative to the two months pa}', which was pi'oposed as a

Bounty to those Soldiers who reinlisted, but to apply the Same toward

Cloathing the Troops. Your Committee are apprehensive, however,

that their direction will come too late as General Schuyler had sent a

Copy of that part of the instructions to general Montgomery some

time before your Committee arrived. If this should unhappil}- be the

case, your Committee are of Opinion that the promises made to the

Troops bj' the General should be litterall}' complied with, with which

Opinion they have taken the liberty to Acquaint General Montgom-
ery, by a letter, the Copy of which is inclosed.'

Your directions with respect to raiseing a Canadian Regiment had

been Complied with before the Arrival of your Committee, and the

Command given to Colonel James Livingston; it is however much
doubted whether he will be able to compleat it early, as the bulk of

the Canadians are farmers and tho' prompt at a short disultory war,

yet have some reluctance to more permanent engagements.

' A copy of this letter, in tlie writing of John I^ngdon, is in Papers of the Conti-

nenlal Congress, No. 166, folio 13.
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Your Committee have endeavoured to learu the inclination of tliose

Troops who are employed upon the lakes, at Ticonderoga and fort

George, with respcft to their reinlistnient. But from what they can

learn of their Sentements Few of tiieni will enter into the Army
again. At least not immediately, and express a Disgust at the

Service, which Arises chiefly from their haveing been employed

rather as labourers than Soldiers. Yuur Committee cannot but

Observe that a number of batteau men hired for that purpose, and

Consisting of persons Acquainted with the Service, would have saved

the Continent a Considerable sum of money and greatly expedite[d]

business, and would Recommend, if our opperations in Canada con-

tinue another Year, the empowering the General or quarter master to

hire so many a.s they may deem necessary.

Your Committee found that the directions of Congress with respect

to provisions were already Complied with, and have the pleasure of

Assuit'' them, that the quantity taken in Canada will be sufficient for

the subsistance of our Troops there, till spring, after which they must
be sui)plied from the Province of New York or the adjacent Colonies,

with every article except bread, which may be procured in Canada.

Your Committee have directed the immediate Transportation of the

Cannon from St Johns and Ticonderoga, which are not wanted for the

defence of those places, and the boats on lake George are now
employed in bringing over, those that lay at the landing, it being

impracticable to move the rest till there is snow enough to admitt of

their being Carried on Sla3's. Mr Knox is gone to Ticonderoga, to

Chuse such Cannon as will be wanted at Cambridge, and your Com-
mittee have directed those that remain to be Tran-sported to Albany

as soon as the snow shall render it practicable. There arc a number
of Iron wheels for Carriages at Ticonderoga such as arc not wanted

there, your Committee have directed to be sent to Albany.

Tho' General Schuyler, had l)cfore he received the direction of

Congress endeavoured to purchase the Arms, of such as quitted the

Service, j-et he has been able to procure but few. Those obtained of

the New York forces are the property of that Province and nuist be

Accounted for to them, such as are at Ticonderoga which may bo

between four and five hundred are ordered down to Albany in order

to be refitted.

Your Committee beg leave to (>l>serve, that much would be saved to

the Continent, by tho Appointment of some i^erson in each Army, who

O-VJl—VOL 1'—05 29
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should have the inspection of the Arms, take a list of them when sent

to Armorers and see that no more, was charged as done than what
thoy really wanted; and have Accordingly Recommended the nomina-

tion of a Conductor of Artillerj' to the General till the pleasure of the

Congress was known. Your Committee would further Observe, that

their inspection of the Barracks, and the Complaints of the men have

Convinced them, that the}' have suffered greatly for want of beding,

the small blankets they have received, being insufficient to keep them
warm in this Severe Climate. They have therefore recommended that

the damaged Tents at Ticonderoga, should be cut up and sacks made
for the cribs in the barracks one for every two men, and would fur-

ther propose to the Congress that all the rest of the Tents, which are

nearly worn out (which is the case of most of those used at St. Johns,

where the Soldiers were under a necessity of slitting and makeing
fires in them) be immediatel}" made up into Sacks for the different gar-

ri.sons; and Canvas purchased in Canada for Replacing the Tents.

Your Committee and the General see in a Strong point of view, the

Necessity of a Barrack Master and Store keeper to each Garrison, and
would Recommend their Appointment.

Your Committee Observe with Concern that infinite Mischief has

Arisen from the want of Regimental paymasters, which has induced a

necessity of Trusting large sums of money with Captains and other

Officers, some of whom are incapible of keeping Ace", and some others,

ought not perhaps to be trusted, and it frequently happens, that tho'

the Colonies are in Advance to the Captains, yet the}' are gi'catly in

Arrears to the men, who are from hence disgusted with the Service,

and Clamorous against their Superior Officers, besides that it Confuses

the Accounts, and imposes a Duty on the Captains for which no Allow-

ance is made them, your Committee therefore Recommend the imme-
diate appointment of a Gentleman properly quallified for this Office in

ever}' Regiment with a Salary which shall induce men of Character to

undertake it.

Your Committee upon Confering with General Schuyler are inclined

to believe, that the repairing of the fortification of Crown point, would
be very expensive, and at the same time of very little use; they would
therefore Recommend, that the whole labour, which can be afforded,

be imployed on Ticonderoga, but imagine very little can be done this

winter, unless a pait of the new levies should be stationed there, in

which Case they might prepare the wood, and have it ready against
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the Spring; but as the preservation of that post will depend more
upon it's recciveing early Reinforcements, than on any Strength of it's

own, and as Supplies by way of lake George, may be very easily inter-

cepted, if the Army of the enemy is much Superiour to the Garrison,

Your Committee would Keconuuend, that a Communication, be opened

between Skeensborough and fort Ann, which last is distant from fort

Edward ab' Twelve miles, this we are informed may bo done without

any Considerable expence, by Clearing wood Creek, that empties itself

into the lake at Skeensborough in which case the earliest Assistance,

may be Received from New York, and the Adjacent Colonies, and that

too in a way which the enimy cannot easel}' prevent; j'our Committee
have given no directions on this head, as there is Sufficient time, to

take the Sense of the Congress before any thing need be done.

General Schuyler is of opinion that four Companies are Necessary

to Garrison the post^s of Ticonderoga, and Fort George, and that not

less than Three Thousand men be kept up in Canada dureing the Win-
ter, as well in order to be prepaired for a Spring Campaign, as to

erect such works, as may be Necessary for the defence of that Prov-

ince in this Opinion Your Committee Concur, and would recommend,
the immediate raiseing three regiments including four Companies for

which Warrants are alreadj- granted, and sending them up in differ-

ent Detachments, when they are properly equiped in order to be for-

warded over the ice, as soon a.s the lake takes [some wordj* oiuitted]

which may be about the Beginning of February. Your Committee
finding that all Matters relative to the Army in Canada had been set-

tied before their Arrival, and Concluding from the hurr)' of Military

Operations in that Province and the little A.ssistauce thej* coidd

receive from (ienoral Montgomery while he was imployed in a siege,

that their Journey there, would be of little use to the publick, declined

going into Canada, especially as at this Season they could not have

proceeded without the greatest difficulty and hazard, they therefore

concluded by a letter to General Montgomery to inform the Canadians

of the Sentements of Congress, when he should find a proper Op[M)r-

tunity to Conununicate them and to pave the way, for the Reception

of any Committee, that the Congress might think proper to send,

when the ice should render the Journey more practicable, and when
it may jjrobabl}- be attended with Salutary effects. A Copy of which

letter Marked No. 1 is annexed.

General Schuyler informs your Committee that he has made a
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Return to Congros'' of tho Cannon and other stores at St. Johns,

Crown point, Ticouderoga and Fort George they think it therefore

unnecessary to Trouble the Congress with them.

RoB^ Treat Paine

John Langdon '

The Committee of Claims reported that there is due,

To Ephraim Blaine, for expenses incurred by the

Treaty with the Western Indians, and paid by him, the

sum of £533. 19. 4i = dollars ; that there is due to

Ephraim Steel, for sundries furnished two riffle com-

panies, the simi of £14.8.0 = dollars, which ought to

be paid to the said Blaine; and also 4s 8, due to John

M'Kee, of which two last sums there ought to be charged

to the continent, the sum of £5 [= 13.3 dollars,] for the

two cwt. of lead, and the remainder to the companies

respectively, the whole being equal 1,462.9 dollars.

Ordered, That the above be paid.

The Committee to whom the application from the Con -

vention of the colony of New York, for the loan of

£45,000 was referred, brought in their report, which be-

ing read, was agreed to as follows:

That notwithstanding it appears to this committee that

the credit of the colony of New York is unquestionable,

and their application for the loan of £45,000 was sug-

gested by disinterested principles, yet, that it would not

be advisable, in the opinion of this Committee, for the

Congress to make the loan proposed.

The Committee appointed to confer with the Indians,

made report of their proceedings, which was read.

Whereas the colony of Connecticut has, by a certain

act of their assembly, resolved that no further settlements

be made on the lands disputed between them and Pen-

sylvania, without license from the said assembly,

' This report is in the writing of John Langdon. It is in Papers of tlu Continentcd

Congress, No. 166, folio 1.
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Resolved, That it be recommeucled to the colony of Con-
necticut not to introduce any settlers on the said lands

till the further order of this Congress, or until the said

dispute shall be settled.*

The Committee on the state of the treasury brought in

a report, which being read, and in part debated,

The farther consideration thereof postponed.

The Committee appointed to consider what articles are

necessary for the army, brought in their report, which
was read.

The Committee appointed to enquire what Articles are necessary for

the Armj' beg Leave to report tliat in their Opinion the following

Goods and Stores are absolutely necessary and ought to be imported

as soon as possible, viz'

Sterling.

60, 000 striped Blankets, suppose 5' £15, 000

120,000 y"." of 6 4 Broadcloth, the Col? to be brown and

blue from 3' to 6 per y'^ average 4' 24, 000

10,000 y" Ditto of different Colours for facing at 4/ 2, 000

3, OOU p» Duffield or some such Cloth at 90 p" 13, 500

100 m sorted Needles 5/ 25

50 m Do none very fine 5/ 12.10

10 Do for sail cloth 10/ 5

3, 000 p" Ravens Duck 25/ 3,750

3, 000 p" Ticklenburgh 65/ 9,750

1, 500 p" Osnabrugs 55 4, 125

1 , 000 p" V itrey (u fnnich manu^ 55/ 2, 750

4, 0( M
I p" hamburgh Dowless 20/ 4, 000

20,000 Stands of Arms 25' 25,000
300 tons Lead £18 5,400

1,000, 000 Flints 5' p' m 250

1,500 Boxes Tin 40 3,000

iron wire properly sorted for it 500

medicines, Surgeons Instrunicnts,lintand bandages. 2,000

500 Sheets Copper of different sizes aver'' at 80 900

Sterling £116, 467. 10

'Printed in the Petmgylvania Packet, 8 January, 177(J.
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Your Com" having also tiiken into (.'onsideiation tiu', best Ways and

Means for suppl3'ing the continental Treasury with Silver and Gold

beg Leave to report that the Sum of 160,000 Dollars be laid out in the

Produce of these Colonies and exported agreeable to the Resolves of

this Congress to proper Ports in Europe and the West Indies and there

disposed of for Gold and Silver to be Imported into the Continental

Treasury as soon as may be.'

The Committee appointed to examine the Journals,

(fee., brought in their report, which was read.

The Committee appointed to consider the petition of

Peter Berton brought in their report, which being read,

was agreed to, as follows

:

That they have taken the petition into consideration,

and after mature deliberation had thereon, they are of

opinion that it is not advisable or proper for the Congress

to grant the prayer of the said petition.

Ordered, That the delegates of Pensylvania call on the

treasurers, and enquire what sum of hard money they

have collected, and report thereon to Congi'ess.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to confer with

the Indians conclude their conference with them with a

friendly answer, and make them a small present.

1
1The committee appointed to examine the journal, &c.

laid before Congress a list of the several matters therein,

which are yet iTnfinished.P
The Committee appointed to examine the journals and state what

business is remains still before Congress untinished, have agreed to

the following report.

Report of the proposed Articlca of Confederation (adjd from Augst

The Report of the Committee appointed to draw instructions for a

Committee during Recess of Congress is on the table.

' Endorsed: '

' Report of the com''.* appointed to consider what articles are necessary

for the army. Deer 23, 1775, in part agreed to, the last paragraph postponed." The
original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 21, 1, folio 1. See Journals,

3 January, 1776, post.

* As in the "Corrected Journal," but is a paraplirase of the section printed above.
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The Comniittep was appointed to draw an answer to some ministe-

rial proclamations have w4*e reported an answer to one of them only.

The Committee was appointed to draw inatructiona to Colo Irwin who
have not yet reported.

Part of tlie report of the Committee appointed to take into their

consideration the [state of the Cojlony of Virginia is on the table,

a report of the committee appointed to consider the information

against persons refusing Continental currency is on the table.

a report from the aamc committee who were alijo instructed to con

sider an application from the Convention of N. York
the Connnittee ¥«*» appointed to consider a petition from ijundry in

for supplying the island of Grenada with lumber w4«* have made no

report.

part of a report from the Committee of the whole on the trade of the

United colonies is still on the table and the Committee has leave to ait

again have not dosed their report.

the report of a Committee appointed Nov. 23 to consider certain let-

ters from General Schuyler is on the table

the Committee w«h apjiointed to consider the petition of Berton wh«
have made no report have laid in their Report

the report of the Conmiittee appointed to confer with the Indians now
in this citj' have made no report is on the table

the report from a of the committee appointed Dec. 18 to consider certain

other letters from General Schuyler is on the table

A report from the Committee appointed to prepare a plan for estab-

lishing expresses is on the table.'

part of a report from the Committee appointed to confer with mr
Kirkland is still on the table.

A Conmiittee appointed Nov. 23 to enquire into certain frauds have

not made a final report.

the report of the Committee appointed to consider Dow's letter and
the Indian treaty, and the subject of Indi is still on the table.

two Brigadier-generals remain to be appointed

an Information against persons selling tea is yet to be considered.'

the report of the Conmiissioners for Indian Atiairs in Middle depart-

ment is on the table

'Postponed till Dr. F can make Enq'
'To this point the roport in in the writiiiR of Tlionias Jefferson. The five follow-

ing paragraplis lire in the writiuj; of Chiirloa Thomson.
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the report of the Commissioners for Indian affairs in Southern depart-

ment is on the table

the report of the Committee on Lord Sterlings letter is on the table

the report of the Committee on the vessel taken in New Hampshire is

on the table

the report of the Committee appointed to repair to Ticonderoga and

confer with gen Schuylor is on the table.

Report of the Secret Committee of [ ] of Articlci Nee
caaary for supplying The Army (lies on the table)

Committee for devising WavN and Means for Supplying the Indian

Nations with Goods—(Not yet Reported)

Committee for enquiring after Virgin Lead and Leaden Oar also of

the Cihcapcst Method of Making Salt—appointed before the Adjourn
ment (not yet reported)

In Addition to the above there is the following Business unfinished

Report of the proposed Articles of Confederation—(Reported before

the last Adjournment)

Report of Secret Committee of Articles Necessary for supplying the

Army— (lies on the Table)

Committee for devising Ways and Means for supplying the Indian

Nations with Goods (not yet reported)

Committee for inquiring after Virgin Lead, and Leaden Oar also after

the cheapest method of making Salt (appointed before the Adjourn-

ment not yet reported)

Ordered, That the several committees to whom any
matters are referred, conclude their business with all con-

venient despatch, and report to Congress.

Ordered^ That the 2'' paragraph in General Schuyler's

letter, of the 14 December, || relative to the measures taken
by the ministerial agents, to engage the Indians in a war
with these colonies, || be published.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Tuesday next.
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1775

Two letters from General Washington, dated the 14

and 16 December, 1775," with an enclosed letter from Dr.

Morgan, a letter from Governor Trumbull, dated 20 De-
cember, with a resolution of the Assembly of that colony

||of Connecticut,
II

also a letter from sundry masters of

vessels, dated Guadaloupe, September 19, 1775, were laid

before Congress and read.

The Deputy muster master general sent to Congress

sundry Muster rolls of the Pensylvania Battalion and

others.

Ordered., That the Deputy muster master General be

du-ected to ||repair to New -Jersey, and|| muster the bat-

talions raised in New Jersey, and return the rolls to

Congi-ess.

Resolved, That Friday next be assigned for taking into

consideration the propriety of opening the ports of the

United Colonies after the 1st day of March next.

IIThe Congress took into consideration the report of the

committee on the state of the treasury, and thereupon

came to the following resolutions :||

Whereas an estimate hath lately been formed of the

public expence already arisen, and which may accrue in

the defence of America, to the 10 day of June next, in

pursuance whereof this Congress, on the 29 day of No-
vember, resolved that a farther sum of three millions of

dollars be emitted in bills of credit,

liesolrrd. Therefore that the thirteen United Colonies

be pledged fur the redemption of the bills of credit so

directed to be emitted.

' These letters are in Papers of (he Conlinental Qmgrets, No. 152, 1, folios :139 ami 347.

Tlie former is priiiteil in Wrilingii of Oeorge Waihingtom, (Ford) III, 274. The Icttvr

of .Morgan is in No. 152, I, folio 343.
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That each colony provide ways and means to sink its

proportion of the said bills, in snch manner as may be

most effectual, and best adapted to the condition, circum-

stances, and equal mode of levying taxes in each colony.

That the proportion or quota of each respective colony

be determined according to the number of inhabitants, of

all ages, including negroes and mulattoes in each colony.

That it be recommended to the several assemblies, con -

ventions, or councils, or committees of safety of the re-

spective colonies, to ascertain, by the most impartial and
effectual means in their power, the number of inhabi-

tants in each respective colony, taking care that the lists

be authenticated by the oaths of the several persons who
shall be entrusted with this service; and that the said

assemblies, conventions, councils, and committees of

safety, do respectively lay before this Congress a return

of the number of inhabitants of their respective colonies,

as soon as the same shall be procured.

That each colony pay its respective quota in four equal

payments ; the first to be made on or before the last day
of November, 1783; the second, on or before the last

day of November, 1784 ; the third, on or before the last day
of November, 1785 ; and the fourth or last, on or before

the last day of November, 1786 ; and that, for this end,

the several assemblies or conventions provide for laying

and levying taxes in their respective colonies, towards
sinking the continental bills ; that the said bills be received

by the collectors in payment of such taxes, and be by the

collectors paid into the hands of the provincial treasurers,

with all such other monies as they may receive in lieu of

the continental bills ; which other monies the provincial

treasurers shall endeavour to get exchanged for conti-

nental bills; and when that cannot be done, shall send to

the continental treasurers the deficiency in gold and silver,
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with the bills, making up the quota to be sunk in that

year; taking care to cut, by a circular punch of an inch

diameter, an hole in such bills, and to cross the same,

thereby to render them unpassable, tho the sum or value

is to remain fairly legible ; and the continental treasurers,

as fast as thej^ receive the said quotas, shall, with the

assistance of a committee of five persons, to be appointed

by the Congress, if sitting, or by the assembly or conven-

tion of the province of Pensylvania, examine and count

the continental l)ills, and, in the presence of the said com-
mittee, biu-n and destroy them; and the silver and gold

sent them to make up the deficiencies of quotas, they shall

retain in their hands, until demanded in redemption of

continental bills, that may be brought to them for that

purpose; which bills, so redeemed, they shall also burn

and destroy in the presence of the said committee ; and

the treasurers, whenever they have silver or gold in their

hands for the redemption of continental bills, shall ad-

vertise the same, signifying that they are ready to give

gold or silver for such bills, to all persons requiring it in

exchange.

The reports of the committees on General Schuyler's

letters, and the report of the Committee sent to Ticon-

deroga, being read,

Resolved, That the same be recommitted to Mr. [John]
Dickinson, Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean, Mr. [George] Wythe,
Mr. [William] Hooper, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, and Mr.
[John] Langdon.

The report of the committee, to whom was referred a

])aragraph of Lord Stirling's letter to the Congress, com-
jjlainiug that several of his recioiits had been arrested and
imprisoned for triffling debts, being taken into considera-

tion, was agreed to as t\)llows:

This Committee hath reason to believe, that divers
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persons, either from iuatteutiou to the public good, or

with design to retard the recruiting service, have arrested

and imprisoned, for very triffling debts, many soldiers,

who had engaged to risque their lives in defence of the

rights and liberties of America ; and, as it has always been

found necessary, in time of war, to regulate and restrain

a practice of such pernicious tendency, and in such cases,

to abate the rigors of the law

:

Resolved, therefore. That it be recommended to the

several legislatures in these colonies, whether assemblies

or conventions, to pass acts or ordinances, prohibiting the

arrest of continental soldiers for small debts ; and in order

that the same rule may pervade all the colonies, that no
such soldier be ai*rested at the suit of any of his creditors,

unless the said creditor makes oath, that the said soldier

is justly indebted to him in the sum of thu'ty five dollars

over and above all discounts ; and that the estate of no
such soldier be liable to attachment at the suit of, or for

the benefit of all his creditors, unless their debts in the

whole, on being ascertained by their oaths, shall amount
to more than one hundred and fifty dollai's.

Resolved., That the several letters received from Lord
Stirling, be referred to a committee of three, who having
taken the same into consideration, are directed to report

an answer.

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Mr. W[il-
liam] Livingston and Mr. [John] Jay.

Resolved, That the battalion raised in Pensylvania, be

supplied with gun brushes, |n'ickers, double worms, screw

drivers, and oil ; and that it be recommended to the com-
mittee of safety of the said colony to provide the same.

Whereas this Congress, by a resolution passed the 15th

day of July last, did direct that every vessel importing

into these colonies, gun powder, salt petre, sulphur, and
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other military stores therein specified, within nine months
from the date thereof, should be permitted to load and
export the produce of these colonies, to the value of such

powder and stores aforesaid, the non -exportation agree-

ment notwithstanding, by permits from the committees

of the several colonies; to the end, therefore, that this

Congress may be the better informed of the quantity of

military stores, which are or shall be so imported, and of

the produce exported in consequence of the resolution

aforesaid.

Resolved, That it be recommended to all committees hy
whom any permits, under the said resolution, have been

or may be granted, to transmit to this Congi'ess, from time

to time, a true account of the military stores, &c. im-

ported, and of the produce exported, with the price and

value of both.

Ordered, That the foregoing resolution be published.'

The Committee appointed to prepare instructions to

[lieut.] Col. Irvine brought in a draught, which being

read, was agreed [to].

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27. 1775

A letter from the committee of inspection of the town
of Lancaster, dated 21 December, 1775, enclosing parole

of the officers there, being received, was read.^

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

confer with Captain Motte, and consult with him on the

best method of providing the guard under his command
with provisions on their return home.

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Cushing, Mr.

[Silas] Deane, and Mr. [Thomas] Lynch.

'This resolution was prinU-d in tlio Pmnrnjlrama Packet, 1 January. 1776.

•This letter is in Pupent of the Cnntinenlal Congreu, No. 69, 1, folio 45.
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The Congress then took into consideration the report

of the committee on the state of Virginia, and after de-

bate, at the request of a colony, the farther consideration

thereof was postponed till to Morrow.
The committee appointed to confer with Captain Motte,

bronght in their report, which being read, was agreed

[to] as follows

:

That they find some of said guard have upwards of 240

miles to march : that they will be content with 8 dollars

each, and bear their own expences to their respective

homes, or to be si;pplied by a commissary, or [any] other

ways as the Congress shall judge best.

It is therefore the opinion of the Committee, that the

said guard receive a sum not exceeding 8 dollars each, in

lieu of all other provision for their return

:

^fso/*'e(7. That Captain Motte be empowered to pay to his

guard for the purpose aforesaid, a sum not exceeding 8

dollars to any one, according to the respective distances

they have to go, and that he return to the Committee of

Claims, a list of his men, and an account of the payments
to them made.
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1775

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due

to Sacheveral Wood, the sum of £34.9.0=91 9/10 dollars,

for the support [of] 17 men to the 21st December, [who
are] confined in the gaol of Philadelphia, by order of

Congress.

Ordered, That the same be paid.

Resolved, That an order be drawn on the treasurers in

favor of Mr. [George] Wythe, ||one of the committee

appointed to confer with the Indians, || for the sum of

j£5[=13 1/3 dollars,] as a present to the Indians.
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Resolved, That an order be drawn on the treasurers for

the sum of 8,000 dollars, in favor of the committee of

safety of Pennsylvania, for the use of the battalion raised

in the said colony, the said committee to be accountable

lifor the same. II

The Congress resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee on the state of Virginia; and after

debate, the Congress came to the following resolution

:

Resolved, That six battalions are necessary to be im-
mediately raised in Virginia, and that they be raised

accordingly, upon the same terms, and paid as the con-

tinental forces in the camp at Cambridge, unless the con-

vention of that colony can raise them on better terms.

The Congress took into consideration the report of the

Secret Committee, and after debate, the farther consider-

ation thereof was postponed till to Morrow.
Resolved, That a committee of 5 be appointed to take

into consideration the state of New York, and report to

Congress.

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Lynch, Mr. [Silas]

Deane, Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr. W[illiam] Livingston,

and Mr. [John] Jay.

The committee to whom the petition of Captain Pad-
dock and Captain Coffin was referred, brought in theii'

report, whi(.'h was read.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY. DECEMBER 29, 1775

A petition of Captain Sellick was presented to Con-
gress and read

:

Resolved, That the said petition, with the papers ac-

companying it, be referred to a committee of three.

The members chosen, Mr. [Richard] Smith, Mr.
[William] Floyd, and Mr. F[rancis Lightfoot] Lee.
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A petition from a number of the Inhabitants of Pen-
sylvania, being read,

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Information being given ||to Congress|| of a quantity of

arms and ammunition which may be procured,

Resolved, That a committee ||of three || be appointed to

enquire farther into this matter.

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean, Mr.

[John] Jay, and Mr. [Thomas] Lynch.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congress resolved

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into consid-

eration the trade of the United Colonies, and after some
time spent thereon, the president resumed the chair, and
Mr. [Samuel] Ward reported, that the committee had
taken into consideration, the matter to them referred,

and had come to certain resolutions, which he was ready

to report.

The report of the committee being read, the Congress

took the same into consideration, and, thereupon, came
to the folloMdng resolutions

:

Resolved, That the colonies of Virginia, Maryland, and
North Carolina, be permitted to export produce from
their respective colonies, to any part of the world, except

Great Britain, Ii'eland, the islands of Jersey, Guernsey,

Sark, Alderney and Man, and the British West India

islands, and in return to import so much salt from any
part of the world, not prohibited by the Association, as

the conventions or councils of safety of the two former

colonies, and the provincial council of the other shall

judge necessary, for the use of the inhabitants thereof,

now suffering great distress by the scarcity of that neces-

sary article, proper caution being taken to prevent any
abuse of this indulgence, by exceeding in the quantities

exported or imported, and that no provisions, staves, or
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naval stores be exported, if other commodities may an-

swer the purpose.

Resolved, That as the importation of any universally

necessary commodity, and the exportation of our prodiice,

to purchase the same, must give a proportionably greater

opportunity to our enemies of making depredations on
the property of the inhabitants of these colonies, and of

occasionally distressing them by intercepting such com-
modities, it is earnestly recommended to the several As-
semblies or conventions immediately to promote, by
sufficient public encouragements, the making of salt in

their respective colonies.^

Ordered, That the foregoing resolution be immediately

published.

The Committee on Indian trade, brought in their

report.

The Committee on Lord Stirling's letters, also brought

in their repoi"t.

A letter, from the committee of correspondence, in

Virginia, dated the 16 December, was laid before Con-
gress, and read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The order of the day being renewed, and the several

other matters to this day referred, being farther postponed.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1775

Two letters from General Washington, 19 [18] and 21

December, enclosed a copy rif a letter to general Howe,
ami accompanied with a number of intercepted letters,

being received and read,"

'Thifl paragraph was printed in the Pnxntylvania Packet, 1 January, 1776.

'Tho«> loiters arc in Paprrt of the OantinnUal Congresn, No. 152, I, folios 351-367.

The tin^t i.i printi'il in Wriling» nf tleorge Wathinglon (Ford), ill, ^S.^.
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Resolved, That they be referred to a committee of five.

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Lynch, Mr.

[William] Hooper, Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr. Silas

Deane, and Mr. S[amuel] Adams.
A letter from General Schuyler 21 December, being

received, was read.'

A letter from General Washington, dated 14th Decem-
ber, being delivered by two strangers, was read.

Resolved, That the same be refei-red to the Secret Com-
mittee, who are directed to confer with the bearers, and

pursue such measiires as they may think proper for the

interest of the United Colonies.^

Resolved, That Major Preston have leave to go to Am-
boy to visit his uncle who lives there, and to remain in

that place one week, and then return to Philadelphia, and
wait the orders of Congress.

The Committee appointed to enquire into the grounds

of the information, respecting a quantity of arms and
ammunition being to be procured, report, that they have

examined into the same, and have received intelligence

that a quantity of arms and ammunition, and other arti-

cles are concealed in Tryon county, in which also there

are several tories armed and inlisted in the enemy's serv-

ice: Whereupon,
Resolved, That the said committee be directed to com-

municate the said intelligence to General Schuyler, and
in the name of the Congress, desire him to take the most
speedy and effectual measures for secui-ing the said arms

' This letter is in Papers of the Continental Congresn, No. 153, I, folio 366.

'The two strangers were Penet and Pliame, from France, who were desirous of

obtaining arms and ammunition for the Continent. The vouchers for the expenses

of their journey from the camp at Cambridge to Philadelphia are in the Library of

Congress.
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and military stores, and disarming the said tories, and
apprehending their chiefs.'

Resolved, That an order be drawn on the treasurers in

favour of the said committee, for the sum of 40 dollars,

for expediting the said business.

Ordered, That the delegates of Pennsylvania do imme-
diately count the silver and gold in the treasury, and for-

ward the same, with all convenient speed, under a guard

of five men, to General Schuyler; and that the persons

sent by the above committee, accompany said guard.

Resolved, That the treasurers be empowered to employ
a broker to collect gold and silver, for paper bills of credit.

Resolved, That the contents of the intercepted letters

this day read, and the steps which Congress may take in

consequence of the said intelligence thereby given, be

kept secret until further oi-ders, excepting only that the

delegates of Virginia and [South] Carolina have leave to

send to their conventions, extracts of such parts of the

letters, as they may think necessary for the welfare of

their colonies.

The Committee on Captain Sellick's petitioii, brought

in their report, which was read.

The Committee on the petition of sundry merchants in

Philadelphia, also brought in their report, which was
read

.

IIAdjourned to ten o'clock on Monday next.||

' Againet theee two paragrHphs in the "Corrected Journal" is written the word
"Secret."
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NOTES OF DEBATES

SEPTEMBER 23, 1775

Saturday. Samuel Adams moved, upon Mifflin's letter, that a sum
be advanced from the treasury for Mifflin and Barrell.

Mr. E. Rnthdijt wished the money might lie advanced upon the

credit of the Quarter-Master-Geueral; wished that an inijuiry mif^ht

be made, whether ^oods had been advanced. If so, it was against tiie

association. Lynch wished the letter read. *S'. Adu/ius read it. Jay
seconded the motion of E. Kutledge that a committee be appointed to

inquire if goods are raised against the association. Gadsden wished

the motion jnit off. We had other matters of more importance. Wd-
l/'/iy thought that goods might be purchased upon four months' credit.

We should not intermi.x our accounts.

Pahw. We have not agreed to clothe the soldiers, and the Quarter-

Master-General lias no right to keep a slop-shop, any more; than any-

body else. It is ;i private matter; very indigested applications are

made here for money.

Dtane. The army nuist be clothed, or perish. No preaching against

a snow-storm. We ought to look out that they be kept warm, and

that the means of doing it be secuiod.

LyiK-h. We nnist see that tlie army bf [jiovidcd with clothing. 1

intended to have moved, this very day, that a conmiittee be appointed

to purchase woollen goods in this city and New York foi- the use of the

army. E. RuUediji-. 1 have no objection to the committee. 1 meant

only that the poor soldiers should be supplied with goods and clothing

as clieai) as possible.

I^irls. Hrown, of Boston, bought goods at New York, and sent them

up the North River, to be conveyed by land to Cambridge.

Dyt-r wanted to know whether tiie soldiers would be obliged to take

these goods. (loods cheaper in New York than here.

ShiTinan. The sutlers, liust war, sold to the soldiers, who were not

obliged to take any thing. Many will tie supjilietl by families with

theii- own manufacture, 'i'he (^warterMaster-Cienenil did not apply

to Congress, liut to hi-- dwh iiri\ale correspondents.

171
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Deane. The soldiers were imposed on by sutlers last war; the soldiers

had no pay to receive.

Lynch. A soldier without clothing is not fit for service; but he ought

to be clothed, as well as armed, and we ought to provide, as well as it

can be done, that he may be clothed.

Nelson moved that live thousand pounds sterling be advanced to the

Quarter-Master-General, to be laid out in clothing for the urmj'.

Langdon hoped a committee would be appointed. Shei-nuuL liked Nel-

son's motion, with an addition that every soldier should be at liberty

to supply himself in any other v/ay.

Read understood that Massachusetts Committee of Supplies had a

large store that was very full. Sherman, for a committee to inquire

what goods would be wanted for the army, and at what prices they

may be had, and report. Gadsdm liked that best. Johnson moved
that the sum might be limited to five thousand pounds sterling. We
don't know what has been supplied by Massachusetts, what from
Rhode Island, what from New York, and what from Connecticut.

S. Adanifi liked Nelson's motion. Ward objected to it, and preferred

the motion for a committee. Welson. The Quarter-Mastei- is ordered,

by the General, to suppl}' the soldiers, &.c. Paine. It is the duty of

this Congress to see that the army be supplied with clothing at a
reasonable rate. I am for a committee. Quarter-Master has his

hands full. Zuhh/. Would it not be best to publish proposals in the

papers for any man who was willing to supply the army with clothing

to make his offers?

//a/vvwH. The money ought to be advanced in all events; content

with a committee.

R. R. Livingston. . . WlUlmj proposed that we should desire the

committee of this city to inquire after these goods, and this will lead

them to an inquiry that will be beneticial to America.

Chase. The city of Philadelphia has broken the association, by
raising the price of goods fifty per cent. It would not be proper to

purchase goods here. The breach of the association here is general in

the price of goods, as it is in New York with respect to tea. If we
lay out five thousand pounds here, we shall give a sanction to the

breaches of the association; the breach is too general to be jjunished.

Willing. If the association is broken in this city don't let us put
the burden of examinijig into it upon a few, but the whole committee.

New York have broken it entirely; ninety-nine in a hundred drink

tea. 1 am not for screening the people of Philadelphia.
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Shemia?!. I am not an importer, but have bought of New York
merchants, for twenty years, at a certain advance on the sterling cost.

H. R. Livingston thought we ought to buy the goods where they

were dearest, because if we bought them at New York, where they

were cheapest. New York would soon be obliged to purchase in Phila-

delphia, where they are dearest, and then the loss would fall upon

New York; whereas, in the other way the loss would be general.

Jay. We had best desire the committee of this city to purchase the

quantity of goods, at the price stated by the association, and see if

thej' were to be had here at that price.

This debate terminated in a manner that I did not foresee. A com-

mittee was appointed to pun-ha-se live thousand pounds sterling's

worth of goods, to be sent to the Quarter-Master-General, and h)' him

to be sold to the soldiers at first cost and charges. Quarter-Master to

be allowed live per cent, for his trouble.

Mr. Lynch and Colonel Harrison and Colonel Nelson indulged their

complaisance and private friendship for Mifflin and Washington, so

far as to carry this.

It is almost impossible to move any thing but yon instantly see pri-

vate friendships and enmities, and provincial views and prejudices,

intermingle in the consultation. Tliese are degrees of corruption.

They are deviations from the pul)lic interest and frotn rectitude. By
this vote however, perhaps the poor soldiers may be benetitod, which

was all 1 wished, the interest of Mr. Mifflin being nothing to me.

SEPTEMBER 25, 1775

Monday. An uneasiness among some of the nionibers, concerning

a contract with \\'i!ling and Morris for powder,' by which the House,

without any risk at all, will make a clear profit of twelve thousand

pounds at least. Dyer and Deane spoke in publii-; Lewis, to me, in

private, about it. All think it exorbitant.

<S'. Adaiiiis desired that tlic Resolve of Congress, upon which the

contract was founded tnigiit be read: he did not recollect it.

De Ifart. One of tlio contractors. Willing, declared to this Con-

gress, that he looked upon the contiiict to lie, that the lirst cost should

be insured to them, not the fourteen jjounds a barrel foi- the powder.

R. R. LiviiKjutoii. 1 never will vote to ratify the contnict in the

.sense that Morris understands it.

' See /u«r»i<(/.', 18 SeptPiiilMT, \77!i, uii/c.
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Willing. I am, as a member of the House, a party to that contract,

but was not privy to the bargain. I never .saw the contract, until I

saw it in Dr. Franklin's hand. I thinli it insures only the tirst cost;

my partner thinks it insures the whole. He says that Mr. Kutledge

said, at the time, that Congress should have nothing to do with .sea

risk. The comiuittee of this city offered nineteen pounds. I would

wish to have nothing to do with the contract, but to leave it to my
partner, who is a man of reason and generosity, to explain the con-

tract with the gentlemen who made it with him.

J. Rutledge. Congress was to run no risk, only agsiinst men-of-war

and custom-house officers. I was .surprised, this morning, to hear

that Mr. Morris understood it otherwise. If he won't execute a bond,

such as we shall draw, I shall not be at a loss what to do.

Johimon. A hundred tons of powder was wanted. lioss. In case of

its arrival. Congress was to pay fourteen pounds; if men-of-war or

cu.stom-house oflBcers should get it. Congress was to pay tirst cost

only, as I understood it. Zuhiy. We are highly favored; fourteen

pounds we are to give, if we get the powder, and fourteen pounds, if

we don't get it. I understand, persons enough will contract to supply

powder at fifteen pounds and run all risks.

Willing. Sorrj' any gentleman should l)e severe. Mr. Morris's

character is such that he cannot deserve it.

Lynch. If Morris will execute the bond, well; if not, the conunittee

will re])ort.

Di'une. It is very well that this matter has been moved, and that .so

much has been .said upon it.

I}yer. There arc not ten men, in the Colony I came from, who are

woi'th so nuich money as will be made, clear, by this contract. Rohk.

What has this matter to (do with) the present debate, whether Con-

necticut men are worth much or no; it proves there are no men there

whose capital or credit is equal to such contracts; that is all. Harrison.

The contract is made, and the money paid. How can we get it back?

Johnson. Let us consider the prudence of this contract. If it had

not been made, Morris would have got nineteen pounds, and not have

set forward a second adventure. GadMltn understands the contract

as Morris does, and yet thinks it a prudent one, because Morris would

have got nineteen pounds.

J. Adattiit. &c. <Scc. &c.

Cnshing. I move that we take into consideration a method of keep-

ing up an army in the winter.
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Gadsden seconds the motion, and desires that a motion made in

writing some days ago, and postponed, may be read as it was. as also

passages of G. Washington's letter.

S. Adam^. The General has promised another letter, in which we
shall have his sentiments. AVe shall have it to Morrow, perhaps.

Lynch. If we have, we shall only lose the writing of a letter.

J. Adams moved that the General's advice should be asked concern-

ing barracks, &c. and that a committee be appointed to draught a

letter. Lynch seconded the motion.

A committee was appointed. Lynch, J. Adams, and Colonel Lee,

the men.

Sherma/n moved that a committee be appointed, of one member from

each Colony, to receive and examine all accounts. S. Adams seconded

the motion.'

Harnmn a.sked, " Is this the way of giving thanks?

"

S. Adams was decent to the Committee for Riflemen's Accounts;

meant no reflections upon them; was sorry that the worthy gentleman

from Virginia conceived that any was intended; he was surethei-e was

no foundation for it.

Paiiw thought that justice and honor required that we should care-

fully examine all accounts and see to the expenditure of all public

moneys; that the minister would find out our weakness, and would

foment divisions among our people; he was sorry that gentlemen

could not heai' methods proposed to settle and pay accounts, in a man-

ner that would give satisfaction to the people, without seeming to

resent thoui. Ilarrition. Now the gentlemen have exjilained them-

selves, he had no objection; but when it was proposed to appoint a

new committee, in the place of the formerone, it im|)lied a reflection.

Willing. These accounts are for tents, arras, clothing, &c. as well

as expenses of the riflemen, &c.

Nel-Kim moved that twenty thousand dollars be voted into the hands

of the other committee to settle the accounts. .S'. Adai/is seconded

the motion, but still hoped that some time or other a committee would

be appointed, of one nieiuher from each Colony, toexanune all accounts,

because he thought it reasonable.

^tkx Juuriiub, 25 .September, 177.'i, antr.
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SEPTEMBER 27, 1775

Wednesday. Willing, in favor of Mr. Purviance's petition. Harri-

son against it.

Willing thinks the non-exportation sufficiently hard upon the farmer,

the merchant, and the tradesman, hut will not arraign the propriety

of the measure.

Nelson. If we give these indulgences, I know not where they will

end. Sees not why the merchant should be indulged more than the

farmer. Ilarrison. It is the merchant in England that is to suffer.

Lyveh. They meant gain, and they ought to bear the loss.

Sherman. Another reason, the cargo is provisions, and will prob-

ably fall into the hands of the enemy.

R. R. Lhnngston. There is no resolve of Congress against export-

ing to foreign ports. We shall not give license to deceit by clearing

out for England.

Lynch moves that the committee of this city be desired to inquire

whether Dean"s vessel, taken at Block Island, and another at Cape

Cod, were not sent on purpose to supply the enemy.

Read. The committee of this city have inquired of the owners of

one vessel. The owners produced their letter books, and were ready

to swear; the conduct of the captain is yet suspicious. Thinks the

other inquirj' ver}' proper.

Lee thinks Lynch's motion proper; thinks the conduct detestable

parricide, to supply those who have arms in their hands to deprive us

of the best rights of human nature. The honest seamen ought to be

examined, and they may give evidence against the guilty.

Hancock. Dean belongs to Boston; he came from West Indies, and

was seized hei'e and i-eleased; loaded with flour and went out.

OCTOBER 4, 1775

John.%on. I should be for the resolutions about imports and exports

standing till further order. I should be agaiiLst giving up the carriage.

The grower, the farmer, gets the same, let who will be the exporter,

but the community does not. The shipwright, rope-maker, hemp-

grower, all shipbuilders, the profits of the merchant, are all lost, if

foreigners are our sole carriers, as well as seamen, &,q. 1 am for the

veport standing; the association standing.
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J. Rutledge. The question is, whether we shall shut ourport^ entirely,

or adhere to the association. The resolutions we come to ought to be

final.

Lee. North Carolina is absent; they are expected every hour; we

had better suspend a final determination. I fear our determination to

stop trade will not be effectual.

Willing. North Carolina promised to put themselves in the same

situation with other Colonies. New York have done the same. Our
gold is locked up at present; we ought to be decisive; interest is near

and dear to men. The Committee of Secrecy find difficulties; mer-

chants dare not trade.

Deaiie. Sumptuary laws, or a non-importation, were necessary, if

we had not been oppressed; a non-export wa-s attended with difficulty;

m}' Colony could do as well as others. We should have acquiesced in

an immediate non-export, or a partial one. Manj' voted for it as an

object i» tt'rrorem. Merchants, mechanics, farmers, all call for an

establishment.

Whether we are to trade with all nations, except Britain, Ireland,

and West Indies, or with one or two particular nations, we cannot get

ammunition without allowing some exports; for the merchant has

neither money nor bills, and our bills will not pass abroad.

7?. R. Liviugxioii. We should go into a full discussion of the sub-

ject; every gentleman ought to express his sentiments. The first ques-

tion is, how far we shall adhere to our association; what advantages

we gain, what disadvantages we suffer by it. An immediate stoppage

last year would have had a great effect, but at that time the countrj-

could not bear it. Wo are now out of debt nearly; the high price of

grain, in Boston, will be an advantage to the farmer. The price of labor

is nearly equal in Europe; the trade will bo continued, and Great Britain,

will learn to look upon America as insignificant. If we export to

Britain, and don't import, they must pay us in money; of great impor-

tanio that we should import. Wo employ our ships and seamen; we

have nothing to fear butdisunion among ourselves. What will disunite

us more than the decay of all business? The people will feel, and will

say, that Congress tax them and oppress them worse than Parliament.

Ammunition cannot bo had, unless wo open our ports. I am for

doing away our non-exportation agreement entirely. I see many

advantjiges in leaving open the ports, none in shutting them up. I

should think the best way would bo to open all our ports. Lot us
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declare all those bonds illcfjal and void. What is to become of our

inerchants, farmers, seamen, tradesmen? VVhat an accession of

strength should we throw into the hands of our enemies if we drive

all our seamen to them!

Lee. Is it proper the non-exportation agreement should continue?

For the interest of Americans to open our ports to foreign nations,

that thej' should become our carriers, and protect their own vessels.

Johnxmi never had an idea that we should shut our export agree-

ment closer than it is at present. If we leave it as it is, we shall get

powder by way of New York, the lower counties, and North Carolina.

In winter, our merchants will venture out to foreign nations. If

Parliament should order our ships to be seized, we may begin a force

in part to protect our own vessels, and invite foreigners to come here

and protect their own trade.

J. Rutledge. We ought to postpone it, rather than not come to a

decisive resolution.

Lee. We shall be prevented from exporting, if British power can

do it. We ought to stop our own exports, and invite foreign nations

to come and export our goods for us. I am for opening our cxporta-

tions, to foreigners, further than we have.

WtlZing. The gentlemen's favorite plan is to induce foreigners to

come here. Shall we act like the dog in the manger, not suffer New
York and the lower counties and North Carolina to export, because

we can't? We maj' get salt and ammunition by those ports. Can't

be for inviting foreigners to become our cai-riers; carriage is an

amazing revenue. Holland and England have derived their maritime

power from their carriage. The circulation of our paper will stop,

and lose its credit, without trade. Seven millions of dollars have

been struck by the continent and by the separate Colonies. Lee. The
end of administration will be answered by the gentleman's plan; jeal-

ousies and dissensions will arise, and disunion and division. We shall

become a rope of sand. Zuhly. The question should be, whether the

expoit should be kept or not.

Chase. I am for adhering to the association, and think that we
ought not to determine these questions this day. Differ fi'om R.

Livingston that our exports are to be relaxed, except as to tobacco

and lumber. This will produce a disunion of the Colonies. The
advantage of cultivating tobacco is very great; the planters would

complain; their negro females would be useless without raising
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tobacco; the country must grow rich that exports more than they

import. There ouglit not to he a partial cxixirt to Great Britain.

We affect the revenue and the remittance hy stopping our exports;

we have given a dcadl}- blow to Britain and Ireland b}- our non-export;

their people must nuirmur, must starve. The nation must have become

bankrupt before this day if we had ceased exports at first. I look

upon Britain, Ireland, and West Indies, as our enemies, and would

not trade with them while at war. We can't support the war and our

taxes without trade. Emissions of paper cannot continue. I dread

an emission for another campaign. We can't stand it without trade.

1 can't agree that New Yorl<. the lower counties, and North Carolina,

should carrj' on trade; upon giving a bond, and making oath, they

ma\' export. I am against these Colonics trading according to the

restraining act. It will produce division. A few weeks will put us

all on a footing; New York, &c. are now all in rebellion, as the min-

istry call it, as much as Massachusetts Bay.

We must trade with foreign nations, at the risk indeed, but we may
export our tobacco to France, Spain, or any other foreign nation. If

we treat with foreign nations, we should send to them as well as they

to us. What nation or countries shall we trade with? Shall we go

to their ports and pa}' duties, and let them come here and pay none?

To say you will trade with all the world deserves consideration.

I have not absolutely discarded every glimpse of a hope of a recon

ciliation; our prospect is gloomy. I can't agree that we shall not

export our own produce. We must treat with foreign nations upon

trade. They nuist protect and support us with their fleets. When
you once offer your trade to foreign nations, away with all hopes of

reconciliation.

E. Riith'dijc differs with all who think the non-exportation should

be broke, or that any trade at all should be carried on. When a com-

modity is out of port, the master may carry it where he pleases. My
Colony will receive j-our determination upon a general non-exporta-

tion; the people will not be restless. Proposes a general non-exjwr-

tation until next Congress. Our people will go into manufactures,

which is a source of riches to a country. We can take our men from

agriculture and employ them in manufactures. Agriculture and

manufactures caiuiot bo lost; trade is precarious.

R. R. Limngston not convinced by any argument; thinks the excep-

tion of tobacco and lumber would not produce disunion. The Colo-
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nies affected can see the principles, and their virtue is such that they

would not be disunited. The Americans are their own carriers now
chiefly; a few British ships will be out of employ. I am against

exporting lumber. I grant that if we trade with other nations, some

of our vessels will be seized, and some taken. Carolina is cultivated

by rich planters; not so in the northern Colonies; the planters can

bear a loss, and see the reason of it; the northern Colonies can't bear

it. Not in our power to draw people from the plough to manu-

factures. We can't make contracts for powder without opening our

ports. I am for exporting where Britain will allow us, to Britain

itself. If we shut up our ports, we drive our sailors to Britain; the

army will be supplied, in all events. Lei' makes a motion for two

resolutions. The trade of Virginia and Maryland may be stopped by

a very small naval force. North Carolina is badly otf. The northern

Colonies are more fortunate. The force of Great Britain on the water

being exceedingly great, that of America almost nothing, thej- may
prevent almost all our trade in our own bottoms. Great Britiiin may
exert every nerve next year to send fifteen, twenty, or even thirty

thousand men to come here. The provisions of America are become

necessarj' to several nations. France is in distress for them. Tumults

and attempts to destroy the grain in the ear. England has turned

arable into grass; France into vines. Grain cannot be got from

Poland, nor across the Mediterranean. The dissensions in Poland

continue. Spain is at war with the Algerines, and must have provi-

sions; it would be much safer for them to carry our provisions than

for us. We shall get necessary manufactures, and money, and pow-

der. This is only a temporary expedient, at the present time and for

a short duration, to end when the war ends. I agree we must sell our

produce; foreigners must come in three or four months; the risk

we must pay in the price of our produce. The insurance must be

deducted. Insurance would not be high to foreigners on account of

the novelty; it is no new thing; the British cruisers will be the danger.

OCTOBER 5, 1775

Thursday. Gadsden. I wish we may confine ourselves to one point.

Let the point be, whether we shall shut up all our ports, and be all

on a footing. The ministrj^ will answer their end, if we let the

custom-houses be open in New York, North Carolina, and the lower

counties, and Georgia; they will divide us. One Colony will envy
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another, and be jealous. Mankind art hy their feelings. Rice sold

for three pounds; it wont sell now for thirty shillings. We have ricii

and poor there as well as in other Colonies; we know that the excepted

Colonies don't want to take advantage of the others.

ZiMi/. Q. Whether the custom-houses be stopped, and the trade

opened to all the world ? The object is so great, that I would not dis-

cuss it, on horseback, riding post haste; it requires the debate of a

week. We are lifting up a rod; if you don't repeal the acts, we will

open our ports. Nations, as well as individuals are sometimes intox-

icated. It is fair to give them notice. If we give them warning, they

will take warning; they will send ships out. Whether the}' can stop

our trade is the question. New England, I leave out of the question;

New York is stopped by one ship; Philadelphia says her trade is in

the power of the fleet; Virginia and Maryland are within the capes of

Virginia; North Carolina fs accessible; only one good harbor. Cape

Fear. In Georgia, we have several harbors; but a small naval force

may oppose or destroy all the naval force of Georgia. The navy can

stop our harbors and distress our trade; therefore it is impracticable

to open our ports. The question is, whether we must have trade or

not. We can't do without trade; wo must have trade; it is prudent

not to put virtue to too serious a test. I would use American virtue

a.s sparingly as possible, lest we wear it out. Are we sure one canoe

will come to trade? Has any merchant received a letter from abroad

that they will come? Very doubtful and precarious whether any

French or Spanish vessel would be cleared out to America; it is a

breach of the Treaty of Peace. The Spaniards may be too laz}' to

come to America; they may be supplied from Sicily. It is precarious

and dilatory; extremely dangerous and pernicious. I am clearly

against any proposition to open our ports to all the world; it is not

prudent to threaten; the people of P^ngland will take it we design to

break off, to separate. We have friends, in Knglund, who have taken

this up, upon virtuous principles.

Lie: I will follow Mr. (rndsdcn, and simplify the proposition, and

confine it to the question, whether the custom-houses shall be shut.

If they are open, the excepted Colonies may trade, others not, which

will 1)0 unecjual; the conse(iuence, jealou.s}-, division, and ruin. I

would have all sutt'er oiiually. But we should have some offices set

up, where bonds shoulil be given that supplies shall not go to our

enemies.
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OCTOBER 6, 1775

Friday. Chase. I don't think the rcsohition goes far enoiiph. Lord

Dunmore has been many months committing hostilities against Vir-

ginia, and has extended his piracies to Marj'land. I wish he had been

seized by the Colon\- months ago. They would have received the

thanks of all North America. Is it practicable now? Have the Com-

mittee any naval force? This order will be a mere piece of paper.

Is there a power in the Committee to raise and pay a naval force? Is

it to be done at the expense of the Continent? Have they ships or

men?
Lee. I wish Congress would advise Virginia and Maryland to raise

a force by sea to destroy Lord Dunmore's power. He is fond of his

bottle, and may be taken by land, but ought to be taken at all events.

Znhly. I am sorry to see the vevj threatening condition that Virginia

is likely to be in. I look on the plan we heard of yesterday, to be

vile, abominable, and infernal; but I am afraid it is practicable. Will

these mischiefs be prevented by seizing Dunmore I Seizing the King's

representatives will make a great impression in England, and probablj'

things will be carried on afterwards with greater rage. I came here

with two views; one, to secure the rights of America; second, a recon-

ciliation with Great Britain.

Dyer. They can't be more irritated at home than they are; they arc

bent upon our destruction; therefore, that is no argument against seiz-

ing them. Dunmore can do no mischief in Virginia; his connections

in England are such that he may be exchanged to advantage. Went-

worth is gone to Boston; Franklin is not dangerous, Penn is not, Eden

is not.

Johnson. Dunmore a very bad man. A defensive conduct was

determined on in the Convention of Virginia. I am for leaving it to

Virginia. We ought not to lay down a rule in a passion. I see less

and less prospect of a reconciliation every day; but I would not render

it impossible; if we should render it impossible, our Colony would

take it into their own hands, and make concessions inconsistent with

the rights of America. North Carolina, Virginia. Pennsylvania, New
York, at least, have strong parties in each of them of that mind. This

would make a disunion. Five or six weeks will give us the final deter-

mination of the people of Great Britain. Not a Governor on the

Continent has the real power, but some have the shadow of it. A
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renunciation of all connection with Great Britain will be understood

b}' a step of this kind. Thirteen Colonies connected with Great Britain

in sixteen months have been brought to an armed opposition to the

claims of Great Britain. The line we have pursued has been the line

we ought to have pursued; if what we have done had been proposed

two years ago, four Colonies would not have been for it. Suppose we
had a dozen Crown officers in our possession, have we determined what

to do with them? Shall we hang them?

Lee. Those who apply general reasons to this particular case will

draw improper conclusions. Those Crown officers who have advised

his Lordship against his violent measures, have been quarelled with

by him. Virginia is pierced in all parts with navigable waters. His

Lordship knows all these waters, and the plantations on them. Shuld-

ham is coming to assist him in destroying these plantations. We see

his influence with an abandoned administration is sufficient to obtain

what he pleasas. If six weeks maj' furnish decisive information,

the same time may produce decisive destruction to Maryland and Vir-

ginia. Did we go fast enough when we suffered the troops at Boston

to fortify?

Z>ihl)j. This a sudden motion; the motion was yesterday to appre-

hend (rovernor Trjon. Wc have not yet conquered the army or navy

of Great Britain; a navy, consisting of a cutter, rides triumphant in

Virginia. There are persons in America who wish to break off' with

Great Britain; a propo.sal has been made to apply to France and Spain;

before I agree to it, I will inform my constituents. I apprehend the

man who should propose it would he torn to pieces like Dc Witt.

Wytlii. It was from a reverence for tiiis Congress that the Couven-

vention of Virginia neglected to arrest Lord Dunmore; it was not

intended suddenly to form a precedent for Governor Tryon. If

Maryland have a desire to have a share in the glory of seizing this

nobleman, let them have it. The first objection is the impracticability

of it. I don't .say that it is practicable; but the attemjit can do no

harm. From .seizing clotiiing in nelawure, .seizing the transports

&c., the Battles of Lexington, Ciiarlestown, &c., every man in Groat

Britain will 1h' convinced by ministry and Parliament, that we are aim-

ing at an indepeiuicncy on (ireat Britain; tlicrcforc, wc need not fear

from this step di.satfcctingour friends in England. i\j3 to a defection

in the Colonies, I can't answer for Maryland. Pennsylvania, &<•.: but

I can for Virginia.
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Johnsnti. I am not agairiHt allowing liberty to arrest Lord Dnnmorc;
there is evidence that the scheme he is executing was recommended by

himself. Maryland does not regard the connection with Groat

Britain as the first good.

Stone. If we signify to Virginia that it will not be disagreeable to

us if they secure Lord Dunraore, that will be sufficient.

Leiinft moves an amendment, that it be recommended to the Council

of Virginia, that thev take such measures to secure themselves from
the practices of Lord Diinmore, either by seizing his person, or other-

wi,se, as thej' think proper.

Hall. A material distinction between a peremptory order to the

Council of Virginia, to seize his Lordship, and a recommendation to

take such measures as they shall judge necessary to defend themselves

against his measures.

Motion to Expoi't Producefm' Powder

Sherma7}. I think we must have powder, and we may send out prod-

uce for powder. But upon some gentleman's principles we must have

a general exportation.

Panic. From the observations some gentlemen have made, I think

this proposition of more importance than it appeared at first. In

theory, I could carry it further, even to exportation and importation

to Great Britain. A large continent can't act upon speculative princi-

ples, but must be governed by rules. Medicines we must have, some
clothing, &c. I wish we could enter upon the question at large, and
agree upon some system.

Chaxc. By that resolution we may send to Great Britain, Ireland,

and West Indies.

Lee. Suppose provisions should be sold in Spain for money, and

cash sent to England for powder.

Duane. We must have powder; I would send for powder to London
or anywhere. We are undone if we have not powder.

Deane. I hope the words, "agreeable to the Association" will be

inserted, butl would import from Great Britain powder.

R. B. Llvhujston. We are between hawk and buzzard; we puzzle

ourselves between the commercial and warlike opposition.

Rutledgc. If ammunition was to be had from England only, there

would bo weight in the gentleman's argument. The Captain, Reed,

told us yesterday that he might have brought one thousand barrels
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of powder. Whj'^ because he was not searched. But if he had

attempted to bring powder, he would have been searched. I would

let the Association stand as it is, and order the Committee to export

our provisions consistent with it.

Lee. When a vessel comes to England against our Association, she

must be observed and watched; they would keep the provisions, but

not let us have the powder.

Deane. I have not tLe most distant idea of infringing the Association.

Duane. The resolution with the amendment amounts to nothing.

The Committee may import now consistent with the Association. 1

apprehend that, by breaking the Association, we may import powder,

without it, not. We must have powder. We must fight our battles,

in two or three months, in every Colony.

J. Rutledye. They maj* export to any other place, and thence send

money to England.

New York Letter concerning afortification on the Highlands considered.

Dye)'. Can't say how far it would have been proper to have gone

upon Roman's plan in the Spring, but thinks it too late now. There

are places upon that river that might be thrown up in a few days, that

would do. We must go upon some plan that will be expeditious.

Lee. Roman says a less or more imperfect plan would only be begin-

ning a strong-hold for an enemj'.

Deane. An order went to New York; they have employed an engi-

neer. The people and he agree in the spot and the plan. Unless we
rescind the whole we should go on; it ought to be done.

OCTOBER 7, I77S

Saturday. Chase. It is the maddest idea in the world to think of

building an American fleet; its latitude is wonderful; we should mort-

gage the whole Continent. Recollect the intelligence on j'our tjiblc

—

defend New York—fortify upon Hudson's River. We should provide,

for gaining intelligence, two swift sailing vessels.

Dyer. The affair of powder from New York should be referred to

the Committee.

IFopkin.t. No objection to putting otF the instruction from Rhode

Island, provided it is to a future day.

Paine. Seconds Chase's motion that it be put off to a future day,

sine die.
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Chase. The gentleman from Maryland never made such a motion.

I never used the copulative; the gentleman is vorj- sarcastic, and
thinks himself very sensi})le.

Ziiblij. If the plans of some gentlemen are to take place, an Ameri-
can fleet must be a part of it, extravagant as it is.

Randolph moves that all the orders of the day should be read every
morning.

Deane. I wish it may be seriously debated. 1 don't think it

romantic at all.

J. RntJedge moves that some gentlemen be appointed to prepare a

plan and estimate of an American fleet. Ziibly seconds the motion.

Oadsdfn. I am against the extensiveness of the Rhode Island plan;

but it is absolutely necessary that some plan of defence by sea, should

be adopted.

J. RutJedye. I shall not form a conclusive opinion, till I hear the

arguments. I want to know how many ships are to be built, and what
they will cost.

S. Adams. The committee can't make an estimate, until they know
how many ships are to be built.

Zuhly. Rhode Island has taken the lead. I move that the delegates

of Rhode Island prepare a plan; give us their opinion.

J. AdaiHJ^. The motion is entirel}- out of order. The subject is put

off for a week, and now a motion is to appoint a committee to con-

sider the whole subject.

Zuhly., Rutledge, Paine, Gadsden,—lightly skirmishing.

Deane. It is like the man that was appointed to tell the dream and
the intei*pretation of it. The expense is to be estimated, without

knowing what fleet there shall be, or whether any at all.

Gadsden. The design is, to throw it into ridicule. It should be con-

sidered, out of respect to the Colony of Rhode Island, who desired it.

Determined, against the appointment of a committee.

Report of the Committee, for fortifying upon Hudson!

s

Riwer, considered.

J. Rutledge. I tliink we should add to the report, that they take the

most effectual measures to obstruct the navigation of Hudson's River,

by Booms, or otherwise. Gadsden seconds the motion. Deane doubts

the practicability of obstructing it with booms, it is so wide. The
committee said, four or five booms chained together, and ready to be

drawn across, would stop the passage.
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The Congress of New York is to consult the Assembly of Connecti-

cut, and the Congress of New Jersey, on the best method of taking

posts, and making signals, and assembling forces for the defence of

the river.

6a(hden moves that all the letters laid before us, from England,

should be sent to the Convention of New York. Tryon is a dangerous

man, and the Convention of that Colony should be upon their guard.

Lee. I think the letters .should, by all means, be sent. Rutledge. Dr.

Franklin desired they might not be printed. Moves that General

Wooster, with his troops, may be ordered down to New York. Duane
moves that Wooster's men maj' be emplo3'ed in building the fortitica-

tions. Dyer seconds the motion, allowing the men what is usual.

Shermari would have the order conditional, if Schuyler don't want

them; understands that New York has the best militia upon the

continent.

R. Lii'ingnton. They will be necessary at the Highlands. Dyer
thinks they ought to have the usual allowance for work.

8. Ada/tns understands that the works at Cambridge were done

without any allowance, but that General Washington has ordered,

that, for future works, they be allowed half a pistareon a day.

Langdon would not have the order to AVooster, but to Schuyler;

for he would not run any risk of the northern expedition.

Rntledcjii thinks Schuyler can't want them; he waited only for boats

to send five hundred men more. Shennan. Would it not be well to

inform Sdniylor of our endeavors to take the transports, and desu'e

him to acquaint Colonel Arnold of it?

RidUdge. He ma\' cooperate with Arnold in taking the transports.

I hope he is in possession of Montreal before now.

Diane. I wish that whatever money is collected, may be sent along

to Schuyler.

E. RutUdge. W^e have been represented as beggarly fellows, and

the first impressions are the strongest. If we eat their provisions,

and don't pay, it will make a bad impression.

Rom produces a liesolve of the Assembly of Pennsylvania, that

their delegates lay the Connecticut Intrusion before Congress, that

something may be done to ([uiet the minds.

./. RutUdge moves that the papers be referred to the delegates of

the two Colonies.

Willing thinks them parties, and that they nuist have an umpire.

Sherman thinks they may agree on a temporary line.
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Debate on the Report for fortifying upon Hudson^s JSiver, resumed.

Lee moves that parliamentar}' or ministerial posts may be stopped,

as a constitutional post is now established from New Hampshire to

Georgia. Langdon seconds the motion.

Willing thinks it is interfering with that line of conduct which we
have hitherto prescribed to ourselves; it is going back beyond the

year 1763.

Lee. When the Ministry are mutilating our correspondence in

England, and our enemies here are corresponding for our ruin, shall

we not stop the ministerial post i

Willing looks upon this to be one of the offensive measures which

are improper at this time. It will be time enough to throw this aside,

when the time comes that we shall throw every thing aside; at present,

we don't know but there may be a negotiation.

Dyei: We have already superseded the Act of Parliament effectually.

Deane is for a recommendation to the people to write by the consti-

tutional post; not forbid a man to ride.

S. AdaiiiH thinks it a defensive measure; and advising people not to

write by it, looks too cunning for me. 1 am for stopping the corre-

spondence of our enemies.

Langdon. Administration are taking every method to come at our
intentions. Why should not we prevent it? Duane. I shall vote

against it. It may be true that we are come to the time when we are

to lay aside all. I think there should be a full representation of the

Colonies. North Carolina should be here. Deane seconds the motion

for postponing it.

Zuily. The uecessit}" of this measure does not appear to me. If we
have gone beyond the line of 1763 and of defence, without apparent

necessitj', it was wrong; if with necessity, right. I look upon the

invasion of Canada as a very different thing; I have a right to defend

myself against persons who come against me, let them come from
whence they will. We, in Georgia, have gained intelligence, by the

King's Post, that we could not have got any other way. Some gentle-

men think all merit lies in violent and unnecessary measures.

S. Ad<im!i. The gentleman's argument would prove that we should

let the post go into Boston. Morton. Would not this stop the packet?

Would it not be ordered to Boston? Does the packet bring any intel-

ligence to us that is of use?

Lee. No intelligence comes to us, but constant intelligence to our
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enemies. Stone thinks it an innocent motion, but is for postponing it,

because he is not at present clear. He thinks that the setting up a

new post has already put down the old one.

Pahh . My opinion was, that the ministerial post will die a natural

death; it has been under a languishment a great while; it would be

cowardice to issue a decree to kill that which is dying; it brought but

one letter last time, and was obliged to retail newspapers to bear its

expenses. I am very loth to say that this post shall not pass.

Lee. Is there not a Doctor, Lord North, who can keep this creature

alive ?

R. R. Livingston. I don't think that Tory letters are sent by the

royal post. I consider it rather as a convenience than otherwise; we
hear Hve times a week from New York. The letters, upon our table,

advise us to adopt every conciliatory measure, that we may secure the

affections of the people of England.

OCTOBER 10, 1775

Who shall have the appointment of the officers, in the two battalions

to be raised in New Jersej'i

Sherman. Best to leave it to the Provincial Conventions. Ward
seconds the motion.

Chase. This is persisting in error, in spite of experience; we have

found, bj' experience, that giving the choice of officers to the people

is attended with bad consequences. The French officers arc allowed

to exceed any in Europe, because a gentleman is hardly entitled to the

smiles of the ladies, without serving a campaign. In my Province,

we want officers, (ientlemen have recommended persons, from per-

sotuil friendships, who were not suitable; such friendships will have

more weight in the Colonies. Di/'-r. We must derive all our knowl-

edge from the delegates of that Colony. The representatives at large

are as good judges, and would give more satisfaction. You can't raise

an ami}-, if you put offi<ers over the men, whom thej' don't know.
It requires time to bring people off from ancient usage. K Ritt-

l^ecUfe. We don't mean to break in upon what has been done. In our
Province we have raised our complement of men in the neighboring

Colonies. I am for it, that we may have power to reward merit.

Ward. The motion is intended for a precedent. In the expedition

to Carthagena and Canaila, the Crown only appointed a lieutenant in

mv Colon v; the men will not enlist. When the Militia Hill wajj before
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us, I was against giving the olioioe to the men. 1 don't know any man
in the Jersej's. Duane. A subject of importance; a matter of deli-

caoy; we ought to be all upon a footing; we are to form the giand

outlines of an American army; a general regulation. Will such a

regulation be salutary? The public good alone will govern me. If

we were to set out anew, would the same plan be pursued? It has

not been unprecedented in this Congress. Mr. Campbell, Allen, War-
ner, were promoted here. We ought to insist upon it; we shall be

able to regulate an army better. Schuyler and Montgomery would
govern my judgment. I would rather take the opinion of General

Washington than of any convention. We can turn out the unworthy,
and reward merit; the usage is for it. Governors used to make offi-

cers, except in Connecticut and Rhode Island. But we can't raise an

army! We are then in a deplorable condition indeed. We payl

—

can't we appoint, with the advice of our Generals?

Langdon looks upon this as a very extraordinary motion, and big

with many mischiefs. Deant. It is the people's money, not ours; it

will be fatal. We can't set up a sale for offices, like Lord Barrington.

E. Rutledq,'. The appointment, hitherto, has been as if the money
belonged to particular Provinces, not to the Continent. We can't

reward merit; the Governor appointed officers with us.

Ross. My sentiments coincide with those of the gentlemen from
New York and Carolina, and would go further and appoint every
officer, even an ensign. We have no command of the armj-. They
have different rules and articles. Jai/. Am of opinion with the gentle-

man who spoke last. The Union depends much upon breaking down
Provincial Conventions; the whole army refused to be mustered by
your Muster-Master.

OCTOBER 12, 1775

Debate on the State of Trade, [ccmfd/rom Oct. 5.]

Thursday. Report, on Trade, considered in a committee of the

wliole.

Lee. It has been moved to bring the debate to one point by putting

the question, whether the custom-houses shall be shut up, and the offi-

cers discharged from their several functions. This would put New
York, North Carolina, the lower Counties, and Georgia, upon the same
footing with the other Colonies. I, therefore, move you. that the

custom-houses be shut, and the officers discharged; this will remove
jealousies and divisions.
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Zuhli/. The measure wo are now to consider i.s extremely interest-

ing. I .shall offer my thoughts. If we decide properly, I hope

we shall establish our cause; if improperly, we shall overthrow it

altogether.

1st Proposition. Ti-ade is important. 2. We must have a recon-

ciliation with Great Britain, or the means of carrying on the war; an

uiihiippy day when we shall . . . A republican government is little bet-

ter than government of devils. I have been acquainted with it from

six years old. We must regulate our trade, so as that a reconciliation

he obtained, or we enabled to carry on the war. Can't say, but I do

hope for a reconciliation, and that this winter may bring it. 1 may
enjoy my hopes for reconciliation; others may enjoy theirs, that none

will take place. A vessel will not go without sails or oars. Wisdom
is better than weapons of war. We don't mean to oppose Great Britain,

merely for diversion; if it is necessary, that we make war, and that we
have the means of it. This Continent ought to know what it is about;

the nation don't. We ought to know what they mean to be about; we

ought to have intelligence of the designs. King of Prussia and Count

Daun marched and countermarched, until they could not impose upon

each other any more. Every thing we want for the war is powder

and shot. Second thing necessary, that we have arms and ammunition.

Third, we must have money; the continental credit must be supported;

we must keep up a notion that this paper is good for something; it has

not yet a general circulation. The Mississippi scheme, in France, and

the South Sea scheme, in England, were written for our learning; a

hundred millions fell in one daj'. Twenty men-of-war may block up

the harbor of New York, Delaware River, Chesapeake Bay, the Caro-

linas, and Georgia. Whether we can rai.se a navy, is an important

question. We may have a navy, and to carry on the war, we must have a

navy. Can we do this without trade ? Can we gain intelligence without

trade 'i Can we get powder without trade i Every vessel you send out is

thrown away. New England, where the war is, may live without trade;

the money circulates there; they may live. Without tnide our peo-

ple nmst starve; we cannot live; we cannot feed or clothe our people.

My resolution was, that I would do and suffer any thing, rather than

not be free; but I am resolved not to do impossible things; if we must
trade, we nuist trade with somebody, and with somebody that will

trade with us; cither with foreignei-s or (iroat Britain; if with for-

eigners, we must either go to them or they must come to us; we cjin't

go to them, if our harbors aie shut up. I look upon the trade with
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foreigners as impracticable. St. Lawrence being open is a supposition.

New England people, last war, wont to Cape Francois. Spaniards are

too lazy to come to us. If we can't trade with foreigners, we must

trade with Great Britain. Is it practicable '^ will it quit cost? will

it do more hurt than good? This is breaking our association. Our
people will think we are giving way, and giving all up; thej' will say,

one mischievous man has overset the whole navigation. I speak from

principle; it has been said here that the association was made m
terrcyrem.

Gadsden seconds Lee's motion, and aflfirms that we can carry on

trade fi"om one end of the continent to the other.

Deane. Custom-house ofHcers discharged! Were they ever incur

pay, in our serviced Let them stand where they are; let this Congress

establish what offices they please; let the others die. I think that all

the Colonies ought to be upon a footing; we must have trade. 1 think

we ought to apply abroad; we must have powder and goods; we can't

keep our people easy without.

Lee. The gentleman agrees that all ought to be upon a footing.

Let him show how this can be done without shutting the custom-

houses.

Jay. This should be the last business we undertake. It is like cut-

ting the foot to the shoe, not making a shoe for the foot. Let us

establish a system first.

I think we ought to consider the whole, before we come to any res-

olutions. Now gentlemen have their doubts whether the non-expor-

tation was a good measure. I was, last year, clear against it. Because

the enemy have burned Charlestown, would gentlemen have us burn

New York \ Let us lay every burden as equal on all the shoulders as

we can. If Providence or Ministry inflict misfortunes on one, shall

we inflict the same on all? I have one arm sore, why should not the

other arm be made sore too? But jealousies will arise; are these

reasonable? is it politic? We are to consult the general good of all

America. Are we to do hurt, to remove unreasonable jealousies?

Because Ministry have imposed hardships on one, shall we impose

the same on all ? It is not from aflfection to New York that I speak.

If a man has lost his teeth, on one side of his jaws, shall he pull out

the teeth from the other, that both sides may be upon a footing? Is

it not realizing the quarrel of the belly and the members? The other

Colonies may avail themselves of the custom-houses in the exempted

Colonies.
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Lee. All must bear a proportional share of the Continental expense.

Will the exempted Colonies take upon themselves the whole expense?

Virginia pays a sixth part, the lower Counties an eightieth; yc-i the

lower counties may trade, Virginia not. The gentleman exercised an
abundance of wit to show the unreasonableness of jealousies. If this

ministerial bait is swallowed by \.merica, another will be thrown out.

Jay. Why should not New York make money, and New Jersey not?

One Colony can clothe them.

McKean. I have four reasons for putting the favored Colonies upon
a footing with the rest. 1. To disappoint the ministry; their design

was insidious. 2. I would not have it believed by ministry, or other

Colonies, that these Colonies, had less virtue than others. 3. I have
a reconciliation in view; it would be in the power of those Colonies,

it might become their interest, to prolong the war. J-. I believe Par-

liament has done, or will do it for us, that is, put us on the same foot-

ing. I would choose that the exempted Colonies should have the

honor of it; not clear that this is the best way of j)utting them upon
a footing. If we should be successful in Canada, I would be for open-

ing our trade to some places in Great Britain, Jamaica, &c.

'/. Rutlt'd<je wonders tiuit a subject so clear has taken up so much
time. I was for a general non-exportation. Is it not surprising that

there should so .soon bo a motion for l)reHking the Association? We
have been reproached for our breach of faitii in l)reaking the non-

importation. I have the best authority to saj' that if we had abided

by a former non-importjition we should have had redress. We may
be obliged hereafter to break the Association; but why should we
break it before we feel it? I expected the delegates from the

exempted Colonies would have moved to be put upon the same foot-

ing. Don't like shutting the custom-houses and discharging the

officers, but moves that the resolve be, that people in New York,
North Carolina, and lower Counties don't apply to tlie custom-house.

Zuhly. Georgia is settled along .Sin aiumli Kivor, two hundred miles

in extent, and one hundred miles the other way. I look upon it, the

Association altogether will bo the ruin of the cause. We ha\o ten

thousand lighting Indians near us. Carolina has already smuggled
goods from (ieorgia.

Chant: I will undertake to prove that if the reverend gentleman's

positions are true, and his advice followed, we shall all be uiade slaves.

If ho speaks the opinion of Georgia, I sincerely lament that they ever

appeared in Congress. They amnot, they will not comply! \\\\\ did



494 Journals of Congress

they come here? Sir, we arc decpived! Sir, we areahused! Why
do they come here? I want to know why their Provincial Congress

came to such resolutions. Did they come here to ruin America? The
gentleman's advice will bring destruction upon all North America. I

am for the resolution upon the table. Thei'e will bo jealousies, if New
York and the other exempted Colonies are not put upon a footing. It

is not any great advantage to the exempted Colonics. What can the3-

export, that will not be serviceable to Great Britain and the West
Indies? The exports of North Carolina are of vast importance to

Great Britain. If these Colonies arc in rebellion, will not their effects

be confiscated and seized even upon the ocean? Arms and ammu-
nition must be obtained by what is called smuggling. I doubt not we
shall have the supply. Leaving open New York &c. will prevent our

getting arms and anmuinition.

Homtnn. Where the protection of this room did not extend,! would

not sit very tamely. C/ime. I think the gentleman ought not to take

offence at his brother delegate.

WytTie agrees with the gentleman from New York that we don't pro-

ceed regularly. The safety of America depends essentially on a union

of the people in it. Can we think that union will be preserved if four

Colonies are exempted ? When New York Assembly did not approve

the proceedings of the Congress, it was not only murmured at, but

lamented as a defection from the public cause. When Attica was
invaded by the Lacedemonians, Pericles ordered an estate to be ravaged

and laid waste, because he thought it would be exempted by the Spar-

tan King. Nothing was ever more unhappily applied than the fable

of the stomach and the limbs.

Sherman. Another argument for putting . . .

OCTOBER 13, 177s

On Trade, continued,

J2. lAvmgstoji hopes the whole matter will be put off. Is willing,

as it seems the general sense, that all should be put upon a footing.

Gadsden hopes it will not be put off. South Carolina will be in

the utmost confusion if this matter is not decided. Let the Continent

determine.

Stone can see no particular inconvenience to Carolina; seconds the

motion of Mr. Livingston, for postponing the fjuestion, and gives his

reasons. The Powder Committee must take clearances. If they are
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allowed to take clearances, and no other, then whenever they take a

clearance, it will be known that it is for powder, and the vessel will

be watched.

Lee. I see very clearly that the best time for putting a question is

when it is best understood. That time is the present. As to powder,

time may be allowed for the Committee to clear vessels.

./. Rutledge thinks this motion extraordinarj'; this subject has been

under consideration three weeks. It is really trifling. The Com-

mittee may have time allowed to clear vessels for powder; but I had

rather the Continent should run the risk of sending vessels without

clearances. What confusion would ensue, if Congress should break

up without any resolution of this sort! The motion seems intended

to defeat the resolution entirely. Those who are against it are for

postponing.

Jay. We have complied with the restraining act. The question is,

whether we shall have trade or not ? and this is to introduce a most

destructive scheme, a scheme which will drive away all your sailors,

and lay up all your ships to rot at the wharves.

OCTOBER 20, 1775

Debate continued

Deane. Their plunder only afforded one meal of fresh meat for the

privates; all the rest was reserved for the officers, and their friends

among the inhabitants. I would have traders prohibited from import-

ing unnecessary articles, and from exporting live stock, except horsses.

Gadsden. If we give one leave, when there are one hundred who
have an equal right, it will occasion jealousy. Let each Colony export

to the amount or so many thousand pounds, and no more.

Chase. We have letters from Guadaloupe, Martinique, and the

Havana, that they will supply us witii powder for toliacco.

Gadsden. France and Spain would be glad to see Great Britain des-

potic in America. Our being in a better state than their Colonies

0(ca.sions complaints among tiiem, insurrections and rebellions. But

these powers would hv glad wo were an independent State.

Chase. The proposition is for exporting for a special purpose,

—

importing i)owder. I would not permit our cash to go for rum. Live

stock is an inconsidenil)Ic part of our cargoes. I don't wish to inter-

mix an^ thing in this debate. I would restrain the merchant from

importing any thing Init powder ttc. Molasses was an article of
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importance in the trade of the Northcm Colonies. But now they can't

carry on the African trade, and the rum is pernicious. If you give a

latitude for any thing but arms and ammunition, we shan't agree what

articles are necessary and what unnecessary. Each Colony should

carry on this trade, not individuals. I would not limit the quantity

of ammunition to be imported bj' each Colony. A hundred tons a

Colony would supply the West Indies, mediately all the army and

navy. Twenty tons would be a considerable adventure for a Colony.

Debts are due from the British West India Islands to the inhabitants

of these Colonies. I am not for permitting vessels to go in l)allast

and fetch cash; I wish to import cash from every place as n)uch as

possible.

Deane. It cannot be done with secrecy or despatch. I rather tiiiuk

it would be as well to leave it to traders.

Zuhly. It is of great weight that there be no favorites.

Dyer. There will be such continual applications to the Assemblies

by their friends among the traders, it will open a complete exporta-

tion; it would completely suppl}^ the West Indies.

Jay. We have more to expect from the enterprise, activity and

industry of private adventurers, than from the lukewarmness of assem-

blies. We want French woollens, Dutch worsteds, duck for tents,

German steel, &c. Public virtue is not so active as private love of

gain. Shall we shut the door against private enterprise?

Lue. The gentleman may move for those things as exceptions to the

general rule.

Randolph. We ai-e making laws contradictory in terms. We say

nobody shall export, and yet somebody shall. Against all rule.

Lee. It is a common rule in making laws, to make a rule and then

make a proviso for special cases.

Dyer. The rule and the proviso are passed at once in the same act,

though. If I give my voice for an unconditional proposition, what

security have I that the condition or proxaso will be added afterwards!

The greatest impropriety in the world.

Chase. Both sides are right; and it arises from this, that one propo-

sition is to be made public, and the other kept secret. We have very

little confidence in each other.

Zuhly. If half the law is to be public and the other half secret, will

not half the people be governed by one half and the other half by the

other? Will they not clash?

Jay. Lest jour produce fall into the hands of your enemies, you
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publish a law that none go from the. Continent; yet to get powder, we
keep a .-secret law that produce may be exported. Then come the

wrangles among the people. A vessel is seen loading,—a fellow runs

to the committee.

Lee. The inconvenience may arise in some measure; but will not the

people be quieted by the authority of the Conventions? If we give

public notice, our enemies will be more active to intercept us. On
the contrary, the people may be quieted by the committees of safetj-.

Wythe. The only persons who can be affected by this resolution, are

those who, on the other side of the water, will be called smugglers.

(]k)nsider the danger these smugglers will run; liable to seizure by

custom-house officers, by men of war at sea, and by custom-house

officers in the port they go to. What can they bring ^ Cash, powder,

or foreign manufactures? Can't see the least reason for restraining

our trade, as little can be carried on. My opinion is, we had better

open our trade altogether. It has long been my opinion, and I have

heard no arguments against it.

Zvhly. We can't do without trade. To be or not to be is too trifling

a question for many gentlemen. All that wise men can do among
many difficulties, is to choose the least.

Stane. Cannot agree to the propositions made by the gentleman from

Maryland,—not for binding the people closer than they are Iwiuid

already,—the proposition is the same with that which was made, that

our vessels should be stoppcsd, and foreigners in\-ited to come here for

our produce and protect their own trade. This appears to bo a destruc-

tive system. It wa.s a laborious task to get America into a general

non-exportation to Great Britain, Ireland, and W^est Indies,—shall we
now combine with Britain to distress our people in their trade, more
than by the Association? People have looked up to this, and are

unwilling to go further. The restraining liili. a most cruel, unjust,

imconstitntional act; yet we are going to greater cruelties than they.

We are all to be in the same circumstances of poverty and distress.

Will the West Indies bo supplied by a circuitous trade? I think not.

I low can the West Indies get supplies from Holland, France, or Spain ?

The whole produce will not be carried; it is said the men of war will

take their produce; this argument will operate against exporting for

powder.

The army will be supplied; it is impossible to prevent their getting

supplies, at least of bread. It appears to me this is not a temporary

6521—vol. 2—a-) 32
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expedient, but will have a perpetual influence. It is a destructive,

ruinous expedient, and our people never will bear it. Under the faith

that your ports would be kept opon to foreigners, people have made
contracts with foreigners. You are giving a sanction to the Act of

Parliament, and going further. Under such a regulation we never can

exist. I would export produce to foreign West Indies, or anywhere

for powder; but the mode of doing it will defeat it. The Assemblies

never will turn merchants successfully. I would have private adven-

turers give bond to return powder, or the produce itself.

Chase. Differs from his colleague; a different proposition from that

for restraining our people and inviting foreigners. This proposition

invites your people. If jou carry on your exports, without the pro-

tection of a foreign power j'ou destroy America. If you stop provi-

sions and not other produce, you create a jealousy. If you exywrt

provisions and not other produce, you create a jealousy. Don't think

the risk will prevent supplies to the West India Islands.

We must prevent them lumber as well as provisioas; great quan-

tities will be exported, notwithstanding the risk. All the fleet of

Britain cannot stop our trade; we can carry it all on. We must

starve the West India Islands, and prevent them exporting their prod-

uce to Great Britain. There will be great quantities of provisions

and lumber exported. It will enhance the expense, to carry them to

Spain or France first, and thence to the West Indies; but the price

will be such that the West Indies will get them. I hold it clearly, we
can do without trade; this countrj'^ produces all the necessaries, many
of the conveniences, and some of the superfluities of life. We can't

grow rich; our provisions will be cheap; we can maintain our army
and our poor. We shan't lose our sailors; the fishermen will serve in

another capacity. We must defend the lakes and cities. Merchants

will not grow rich; there is the rub. I have too good an opinion of

the virtue of our people, to suppose they will grumble. If we drop

our commercial system of opposition, we are undone; we must fail;

we must give up the profits of trade, or lose our liberties. Let the

door of reconciliation be once shut, I would trade with foreign

powers, and apply to them for protection. Leave your ports open,

and every man that can, will adventure; the risk will not prevent it.

It was strongly contended, at the first Congress, that trade should

be stopped to all the world; that all remittances should cease. You
would have saved a civil war, if you had; but it could not be carried;

the gentlemen from South Carolina could not prevail to stop our
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exports to Britain, Ireland, and West Indies. Our vessels will all be

liable to seizure; our trade must be a smuggling trade. Yet we can

trade considcrabl}', and many vessels will escape. No vessel can take

a clearance. Many vessels will go out, unless you restrain them; all

America is in suspense; the common sense of the people has pointed

out this measure; they have stopped their vessels.

Lee. We possess a fine climate and a fertile soil; wood, iron, sheep,

&c. We make eleven or twelve hundred thousand pounds' worth of

provisions more than is necessary for our own consumption. Don't

think it necessar}' to combat the opinion of some gentlemen, that we
cjinnot live without trade. Money has debauched States, as well as

individuals, but 1 hope its influence will not prevail over America

against her rights and dearest interests. We shall distress the West
Indies, so as immediately to ([uit coin for corn. Four millions go
yearly from the West Indies to Britain, and a million at least returns.

If our provisions go from these shores, then tho\' will go where the

best price is to be had. West Indies and our enemies will get them.

If it was not proper a year ago, it may be now; this proposition is not

perpetual. When we get powder, we ma}' make ourselves strong by

sea, and carry on trade.

./. Rnthihje. A question of the greatest magnitude that has come
before this Congress. If it is necessary to do without trade, our con-

stituents will submit to it. The army will be supplied with flour from

England, where it is now cheajier than here; but they would be sup-

plied here, if the}- were to demand it upon pain of destroying our

towns. West Indies are supplied, and have laid up stores, and some
of them ha\e been raising iirovisioiis on their own lands. It will bear

hard upon the farmer, as well as the merchant. Don't think the rea-

sons the same now as last year; it would then have destroyed the linen

manufactory and the West Indies; l)ut now they have had notice of it,

they are prepared against it.

OCTOBER 21, 1775

Same subject cnnthiucd

Saturday. Zuhh/. We can't do without powder, intelligence, drugs.

Georgia nuist have an Indian war, if (hey can't supply the Indians.

The Creeks and Cherokees arc in our Province; wo must have Indian

tmdo. Four millions have been sjient in six inotiths. Wc have been

successful, but wc have gained little; all the power of Ciroat Britain,
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it is true, has gained very little. New England has been at great

expense, so has New York; Pennsylvania has spent a hundred thousand

pounds of their money, to fortify their river; Virginia as much; North

Carolina a great deal; South Carolina have issued a million. Eighteen

millions of dollars is an enormous sum of money; whenever your money

fails, j'ou fail too. Wc are to pay six millions now, twelve millions

more presently, and have no trade. I would bear the character of a

madman, or that of an emissary of Lord North, rather than believe it

possible to pay eighteen millions of dollars without trade. Can we
make bricks without straw? We can live upon acorns; but will we?

Wi/t/)> . The rule, that the (luestion should be put upon the last

motion that is made and .seconded, is productive of great confusion in

our debates; six or seven motions at once. Commerce, whether we
consider it in an economical, a moral, or political light, appears to be a

greatgood; civility' and charity, as well as knowledge, are promoted by it.

The auri sacrafome^ is a tine subject for philosophers and orators to

display themselves upon; but the abuse of a thing is not an argument

against it. If the gentleman was possessed of the philosopher's stone,

or Fortunatus's cap, would he not oblige the continent with the use of

it? Why should not America have a navy ? No maritime powci- near

the sea-coast can be safe without it. It is no chimera. The Romans
suddenly built one in their Carthaginian war. Why may not we lay

a foundation for it? We abound with firs, iron ore, fair, pitch, tur-

petine; we have all the materials for construction of a navy. No
countrj' exceeds us in felicity of climate or fertility of soil. America

is one of the wings upon which the British eagle has soared to the

skies. 1 am sanguine and enthusiastical enough to wish and to hope

that it will be sung, that America inter nuhila condit.

British navy will never be able to effect our destruction. Before

the days of Minos, nations round the Archipelago carried on piratical

wars. The Moors carry on such wars now, but the pillars of Hercules

are their nc plu.t nlira. We are too far off for Britain to carry on a

piratical war. We shall, sometime or other, rise, superior to all the

difficulties they may throw in our way. I wont say, there is none that

doeth good in Britain, no, not one; but I will sa}-, she has not right-

eous persons enough to save their State. The}' hold those things hon-

orable which please them, and those for just which profit them. I

know of no instance where a Colony has revolted, and a foreign nation

has intei'posed to subdue them; but many of the contrary. If France and

Spain should furnish ships and soldiers, England must pay them. W here
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are her finances? Why should we divert our people from commerce,

and banish our seamen ? Our petition may be declared to be received

graciously, and promised to be laid before Parliament, but we can

expect no success from it. Have they ever condescended to take notice

of you? Rapine, depopulation, burning, murder. Turn your eyes to

Concord, Lexington, Charlestown, Bristol, New York; there j^ou .see

the character of Ministry and Parliament. We shall distress our ene-

mies by stopping trade; granted. But how will the small quantities

we shall be able to export suppl}^ our enemies? Tricks may be prac-

tised. If desire of gain prevails with merchants, so does caution against

risks.

Gadnden. I wish we could keep to a point. 1 have heara the two
gentlemen with a great deal of pleasure. I have argued for opening

our ports, but am for shutting them until we hear the event of our

petition to the King, and longer until the Congress shall determine

otherwise. I am foi- a navy too, and I think that shutting our ports

for a time will help us to a navy. If we leave our ports open, warm
men will have their ships seized and moderate ones will be favored.

Iac. When j'ou hoist out a glimmering of hope that the people are

to be furnished from abroad, you give a check to our own manufac-

tures. People are now everywhere attending to corn and sheep and

cotton and linen.

Cfutxt. A glove has been offered by the gentleman from Georgia,

and I beg leave to discharge my promise to that gentleman, to answer

his iirguMit'nts. My position was this; that tiie gentlomairs system

would end in the total destruction of American liberty. 1 never shall

dispute .self-evident propositions.

The present state of tilings r('<|uires rocoiu-iliatioii or means to carry

on war. Intelligence we nmst have; we must have powder and shot;

we nmst suppoi-t the credit of our money. You mast have a navy to

carry on the war. You can't have a navy says the gentleman. Wliiit

is the consequence? 1 say, tliat we nmst submit. Great Britain, with

twenty ships, can destroy all our trade, and ravage our seacoast; can

block u|) all your hai'bors, prevent your getting powder. What is the

(•()n.sequence^ Tiiat we should submit. You can't trade with nobody;

you must trade with somebody; j'ou can't trade with anyljody but

Great Britain, thei'cfore, I say, we nuist ,sul)mit. We can't tnide with

foreigners, the gentleman said. The whole train of his reasoning

proved that we must break our whole a.'^sociation, &a to export.s and

imports. Lf we tiiide with (treat Britain, will she furnish us with
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powder and arms? Our exports are about three millions; would Brit-

ain permit us to export to her, and receive cash in return? It would

impoverish and ruin Great Britain. They will never permit a trade

on our side, without a trade on theirs. Gentlemen from New York
would not permit tobat'co and naval stores to be sent to Great Britain;

nothing that will support their naval power or revenue. But will not

this break the l^nion? Would three Colonies stop their staple when

the other Colonies exported theirs^ Fifteen hundred .seamen are

employed by the tobacco Colonies—one hundred and twenty-five sail

of British ships; but vou ma}' drop your staple, your tobacco; but it

is difficult to alter old hal)its. \V'e have a great number of female

slaves that are best employed about tobacco. North Carolina cannot,

will not, give up their staple. The gentleman from (Jeorgia was for

trading with Great Britain and all the world. He says we can't trade

with any nation hut Britain therefore we must trade with Britain alone.

What trade shall we have, if we exclude Britain, Ireland, West Indies,

British and foreign ? Eastern Provinces might carry it on with a small

fleet, if their harbors were fortified. Southern Colonies cannot.

Eastern Colonies can't carry on their trade to that extent, without a

naval power to protect them, not onlj- on the coast, but on the ocean,

and to the port of their destination. The same force that would assist

the Eastern Colonies, would be of little service to us in sunmior time;

it must b(! a small, narrow, and limited trade.

The best instrument we have, is our opposition b}- commerce. If

we take into consideration Great Britain in all her glor^-; Commons
voted eighteen, twenty millions last war; eighty thousand seamen,

from her trade alone; her strength is all artificial, from her trade alone.

Imports from Great Britain to the United Colonies are three millions

per annum; fifteen millions to all the world; one fifth; three (|uarters

is British manufactures. A thou.sand British vessels are emploj'ed in

American trade; twelve thousand sailors; all out of emplo}'. What a

stroke! 1 don't take into view Ireland or West Indies. Colonies

generally indebted about one year's importation ; the revenue of tobacco

alone half a million, if paid. North Britain enter less than the quantity,

and don't pay what they ought; it emplo\\s a great number of manu-
facturers; recxportedal)road, is a million; itismore. Eight}' thousand

hogsheads are reexported, and it pa^'s British debts. The reexport

emplo3's ships, sailors, freight, commissions, insurance.

Ireland; the flax seed, forty thousand pounds sterling. Linen

brought, two million one hundred and fifty thousand pounds from Ire-
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land to England; j^ards, two hundred thousand. Ireland can raise

some flax seed, but not much.

West Indies. Glover, Burke, and other authors. The}"^ depend for

Indian corn and provisions and lumber, and they depend upon us for

a great part of the consumption of their produce. Indian corn and

fish lire not to be had, but from the Colonies, except pilchards and
herrings. Jamaica can best provide for her wants, but not entirel}-.

Ireland can send them beef and butter, but no grain. Britain can

send them wheat, oats; not corn, without which they cannot do.

Stop rum and sugsir, how do j-ou affect the revenue and the trade?

They must relax the Navigation Act, to enable foreign nations to

supply the West Indies. This is dangerous, as it would force open a

trade between foreigners and them.

Britain can never support a war with us, at the loss of such a valu-

able trade. African trade dependent upon the West India trade;

seven hundred thousand pounds.

Twenty- five thousand hogshead of sugar are imported directly into

these Colonies, and as much more, from Britain, manufactured.

Jamaica alone takes one hundred and fifty thousand pounds sterlingof

our produce.

National debt, one hundred and forty millions; ten millions, the

peace estiiblislunent; twenty millions, the whole current cash of the

nation. Blackstone. I never read anybody that better understood

the sul)ject. For the state of the revenue he calculates the taxes of

Ireland and England; tiixes of Britain, peqjetual and aniuial; funds,

three, the aggregate, general, and .South Sea; taxes, upon every arti-

cle of luxuries and necessaries. These funds are mortgaged, for the

civil list, eight hundred thou.sand pounds, as well as the interest of

the debt.

OCTOBER 17, 1775

R. li. Livingston. Clothing will rise, though provisions will fall;

laborers will be discharged; one quarter part of Rhode Island, New
York, and Pennsylvania, depend iipon trade, as menliantvX. shop-

keepers, shipwrights, blotkmakers, liggers, smiths, «.Scc. &c.: the six

northern Colonies must raise nine millionsof dollars to support the

poor. This vote will stop our trade foi- fourteen months, although it

profe.sses to do it only to the 'jotli of Miinii; for the winter, wlu-n the

men of war cannot cniise upon the coast, is the only time that we can

trade. Wealthy merchants and moneyed men cannot get the interest
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of money. More virtue is expected from our people, than any people

ever had. The low countries did not reaaon as we do about specula-

tive opinions, hut they felt the oppression for a long course of jears,

rich and poor.

Ziihhj. Concludes that the sense and bent of the people are against

stopping trade, by the eagerness with which they exported before the

10th of September. We can't get intelligence without trade. All

that are supported by trade, nuist be out of V)usiness. Everj- argu-

ment which shews that our a.ssociation will materially affect the trade

of Great Britain, will shew that we must be affected too, b)' a stoppage

of our trade. Great Britain has many resources. I have bought two

barrels of rice in Carolina for fifteen shillings, and negro cloth was

three shillings instead of eighteen pence.

The West Indies will get supplies to keep soul and body together;

the ingenious Dutchmen will smuggle some Indian corn from America.

Is it right to starve one man because I have quarrelled with another?

I have a great scruple whether it is just or prudent. In December,

1776, we shall owe between twentj' and tlurty millions of monej'.

J. Ruthdge. Am for adhering to the Association, and going no

further; the iion export in ferrarem, and generally agreed; the conse-

quences will be dreadful if we ruin the merchants. Will not the army
be supplied if vessels go from one Province to another? We may
pass a resolution that no live stock shall be exported.

OCTOBER 30, 177s

Monday. Ro.^s. We can't get seamen to man four vessels. We
could not get seamen to man our boats, our galleys. Wythe, Nelson,

and Lee, for titting out four ships.
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May 29 and June i.

Address to Canada.

46. Lettre Addressee Aux Habitans ' Opprim^sde la Province/

de Quebec. De In part du Congre.s (i^n^nil de I'AnK^rique Sep- /

tentrionale, tenu ii Philadelphie. / [Philadelphia: Fleury Mesplet.

1775.]
8'^. pp.7.

1,000 copies printed (with the addition of the resolve of June Ist), tor distri-

bution in Canada. See Journals, 29 May, 1775.

A copy is in the Library Corapany of Philadelphia.

As a curioHity may be noted an edition of Rousseau's "Du Contrat Social, oil

Princli>es <lu Droit Politique," printed at Philadelphia, in 1775, "chez John
Rolx-rt, Inipriraeur du Congr^s G»?n^ral." I have not been able to trace any
authority for the assumption of such a title.

June 12.

Resolve for a Fast-day.

47. In Congre.ss, / Monday, June 12, 1775. / Philadelphia: Printed

by William and Thoiua.s Bradford. [1775.1

F° Broadside.

An imperfect copy (only one-half of the sheet) is in the Library of Congress,

Piipers of the Continental Congress, No. 23, folio 5.

48. In Congres.s, ' Monday, Juno 12, 1775.

F"^. Broadside.

June 12.

Address to Canada and Resolve for Fast-day.

49. Ill Cuiiyre.ss, June V^, 177.5
|
riiiladelphiii:] Printed by .lolin

Dunlap [1775.1

F°. Broad.side.

The English e<lition of the Address to Cana<la, with the resolve making July

20 a ilay of " Humiliation, Fiustiiig, aiul I'ruyer." .See Nos. 4(5 and 47.

' The basis of these notes is Paul Leicester Ford's "Some materials for a bibliography

of the oflirial publicatioiiH of theCuntinental C<jiigreH«, 1774-1789," first i.-wued in the

Bulletin of Boston PuMic Libruty, mid reia8iie<l in »e|iurttte form in IS88.
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June 30.

Rules for Troops.

50. Rules and Articles, for the better ' Government ' of

the Troops Raised, or to be raised, and kept in pay by and at

the joint Expence of the Twelve united English Colonies of

North-America. Philadelphia: Printed by William and Thomas
Bradford, 1775.

8°. pp. 16.

A copy is in the Library Company of Philadelphia.

In the Report of the Historical Manuscripts C^ummisaion, Fourteenth Report,

Part X (Dartmouth Manuscripts), p. 322, mention is made of this is.9ue, but

seventeen pages are given to it.

51. Philadelphia, Printed: New York. Reprinted by Hugh
Gaine 1775.

8°. pp. 16.

July 6.

Declaration to Army,
52. A Declaration / by the / Representatives / of the / United

Colonies of North America, now met in ; General Congress /

at Philadelphia, Seting \8ic\ forth the Causes and Necessity of their /

taking up Arms. Philadelphia: Printed by William and Thomas
Bradford, 1775. /

8°. pp. (2), 13.

The committee appointed to prepare this Declaration, consisting of John
Rutledge, William LiN-ingston, Franklin, Jay, and Johnson, reported a draft on

June 24, which, not being approved by the Congress, was recommitted, and
Jefferson and Dickinson added to the Committee.

"On the 24th, a committee which had been appointed to prepare a declara-

tion of the causes of taking up arms, brought in their report (drawn I believe by

J. Rutledge) which not being liked, the House recommitted it, on the 26th,

and added Mr. Dickinson and myself to the committee .... I prepared a

draught of the declaration committed to us. It was too strong for Mr. Dickin-

son .... We therefore requested him to take the paper, and put it into a form

he could approve. He did so, preparing an entire new statement, and pre.serv-

ing of the former only the last four paragraphs and half of the preceding one.

We approved and reported it to Congress, who accepted it." Jefferson's "Au-
tobiography."— Works, I, 11.

Two drafts of this paper, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, are in the Jeffer-

son Manuscript.s. in the Library of Congress.

The manuscript of this Declaration, in the writing of John Dickinson, is in

the New York Historical Society. It was reproduced in faasimile in George H.

Moore's "Suum Cuique. John Dickinson the author of the Declaration on tak-

ing up arms in 177.5. New York: Printed for the author. M DCCC XC."
Copies are in the Library of Congress and the Library Company of Philadel-

phia.
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53. [Reprinted for Richard W. Roche b^- J. Munsell. Albany:

1865].

AP & 8". pp. (2), 13, covers.

A copy of the octavo issue, of which 60 copies were printed, is in the Library

of Congress.

54. A / Declaration / by the / Representative.s / of the ' United

Colonics / of / North America, / now met in General Congres.s,
'

at / Philadelphia: Setting forth the Causes and Necessity of their

taking up / Arms. ' Newport: Printed by S. Southwick, in / Queen
Street, 1775.

12°. pp. U.
A copy is in the Massachusetts Historical Society.

55. A ' Declaration / By The / Representatives / Of The ' United

Colonies Of ' North-America, / Now Met In / General Congress /

At / Philadelphia, Setting forth the Causes and Necessity of their /

taking up Arms. ' Philadelphia: Printed. / Watertown: ' Re-

Printed and Sold by Benjamin Edes. ' 1775.

8^. pp. 15.

Copies are in the Library of Congress and in the American Antiquarian Society,

of Worcester, Mass.

July 8.

Petition to the King.

56. To the Inhabitants of the Colony of ' New York. ' /

Pierre Van Courtlandt, Chairman Jan. 9, 1776.
8-. pp. 7, 8.

The only separate edition of the second petition to the King 1 liave been able

to find. It wa-f printed (with the addition of a preliminary addrea.", the address

of the Mayor i>f London "To the Electors" and a portion of Chatham's speech)

by the New York Committee of Safety "to correct the as-sertion that the Con-
tinental ConRrc-.H liad made no advances." Paul LeicinUr Ford.

A copy is in the New York Historical Society.

July 8.

Address to the People of England.

57. Tho Twelve United Colonies, By their Delegates in Con-
gres.-. To tlio lnlial)itants of ' Great Britain. / [Philadelphia: W.
and T. Bradford. 1775.

J

8*=. pp. 8.

The draft in said to have Ix-on written by Richard Honry Ixv, ami the manu-
script wiiH i)rt'S('rved for a numhcrof years by the family; l)ut its present location

is not known.

A copy of the pamphlet is in the Library Company of l'hila<lclphia.
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58. The Twelve United Colonies, / by their Delegates / in /

Congress, / to the / Inhabit^ints / of / Great Britain. Philadel-

phia: Printed by William and Thomas Bradford. ' M,DCC,LXXV.
8°. pp. 16.

59. An Address / from / The Delegates ; of the / Twelve United

Colonies, / To the / People of England. / Newport: Printed by S.

Southwick in / Queen Street, 1775.

8°. pp. 15.
Title from Hamniett's "Bibliography of Newport."

July 15-

Partial suspension of Association,

60. [Whereas, the Government of Great Britain hath prohibited

the exportation of Arms and Aniniunition Resolved

Philadelphia: Printed by W. and T. Bradford. 1775.J
Broadside.

A resolve allowing the exportation of produce to be exchanged for materials

of war.

"Ordered, That a copy of the above be delivered to the Delegates of the t'olony

of Pennsylvania, who are desired to request the committee of this city to forward

the same in handbills to the West Indies."—Journal.

July 28.

Address to People Of Ireland.

61. An / Address / of the / Twelve United Colonies of / North-

America, / By their Representatives in Congress, ' To the People

of / Ireland. ; Philadelphia: / Printed by W. and T. Bradford. 1775.

8=. pp. (2), 10.

Copies are in the Library of Congress and the Library Company of Philadelphia.

62. An / Address ' of the Twelve United Colonies ' of North-

America, / by their Representatives / in / Congress, To the People

of ' Ireland. Philadelphia: Printed. / Norwich: Re-printed by
Robertsons and Trumbull. / M,DC(;LXXV.

A copy is in the Connecticut Historical Society.

63 New York. Reprinted. 1775
8°. pp. 10,

Title from Thomas, "History of Printing" (Haven's edition).

July 31-

Observations on Lord North's Motion.

64. The Several Assemblies of New-Jersey, / Pennsylvania and

Virginia, having re- / ferred to the Congress a resolution of the
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House of ' Commons of (iioat Britain, which lesolution is in these

words: / [Philadelphia: \\ . and T. Bradford. 1775.]

8". pp. 8.

The draft, of thip paper, in his own handwriting, is in the Jefierson MS8. in

the Library of Congress.

July-August.

Method of Making Salt-Petre.

65. Several Methods of Making Salt-Petre; ' recommended to

the / Lihabitiints of the United Colonies. by their Representa-

tives ' la Congress. l*hiladelphia: / Printed by W. and T. Brad-

ford. 1775.
8°. pp. 12.

This contains some resolutions of Congress of July 28, 1775, on saltpeter, which

were not entered in the manuscript Journal, or printed in any of the editions of

that record.

A copy is in the Library of Congress.

66. Several methods of making / salt-petre; / recommended to

the inhabitants / of the ' llnitc^d Colonies. / By the Honorable /

Continental Congress. , And Re-pul>lished by Order of the , General

As.sembly / of the / Colony of Massachusetts-Bay. / Together with

the rosolvi' of said Assembly, and An appendix. ' By Doctor Wil-

liam \\'hiting. \Vatertown: Printed and Sold by Benjamin Edes,

near the Bridge, 1775.
8°. pp. -M.

Copies are in tlie Boston Public Library and the Boston Athenseum.

November 4.

Capitulation of Montreal.

67. Articles / of / Capitulation, / Made and entered into between

Richard ' Montgomery, Esquire, Brigadier (rc ' ncral of the Conti-

nental Army, and the Citi- zens and Inhabitants of Montreal

[Philadelphia:] Printed by John Duulap. [1775.]

F<^. Broadside.

A copy is in the Library of CongreeSi

November 7.

Rules for Troops.

68. Rule.s and Articles, / for the better / Government / of

the I Troops Rjiised, or to bo raised, and kept in pay by and at /
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the joint Expence of tho Thirtoon United English Colonics of

North America. / Philadelphia: Printed by William and Thomas

Bradford, 1775. /

8°. pp. 1«.

A revision of the Rules adoptee! .Jnne 30 (No. 50) with the additional ones

adopted November 7, 1775.

A copy is in the Library Company of Philadelphia.

69. Rules / and / Articles, / for the Better / Government / of

the Troop.'s ' Raised, or to I>e raised, and kept in pay by and / at

the joint Expense of the Twehe united Engli.sh Colonics of

North America. / Philadelphia, Printed: / New-York, Re-printed and

sold bj- H. Gaine, / at the Bible and Crown, in Hanover-Square, /

M,DCC,LXXV. /

8^. pp. 1«.

A copy ia in the New York Historical Society.

70. Rules / and / Articles, / for the better ' Government / of

the / Troops Raised, or to be raised, and kept in pay by and / at the

joint Expence of the / Twelve United English Colonies ' of North-

America. Philadelphia, Printed: / Watertown: Re-printed and sold

by Benjamin Edes, / near the Bridge. 1775.
^

• 12°. pp. 16.

A copy is in the Massachusetts Historical Society.

71. Reglement Militaire Coneernant ' La Police / et / La

Discipline. Que doivent observer les Troupes qui sontouseront / dans

la suite levees & payees par les Troize Colonies Unies de I'Amerique

Septentrionalc Traduit do TAnglaise, Par F. Daymon. A Philadel-

phie; Chez Eleury Mesplct & Ch. Berger, ; Imprimeurs & Li-

braires. / M,DCC,LXXVL
8°. pp. 39.

" Resolved, That the articles of war be translated into French, and 500 copies

sent to Canada "

"To Francis Daymon, for translating into French the rules and articles for the

better regulating the Continental troops, the sum of 15i dollars: To Mons. Mes-

plet, for printing the military mica, and French letters to the inhabitants of

Canada, the sum of 44 dollars:"

—

Journal.

November, 24.

Intercepted Letters, etc.

72. Extract of a Letter from General Mont go- / mery, dated Camp
before St. John's, October 20, 1775 / / Articles proposed for

his Majesty's Garrison at Chambly / /An Account of

Stores taken at Chambly. /A List of Officers taken at
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Chambly. ' Extract of a Letter from Gen. Montgomery,
dated ' Camp near St. John's, Nov. 3. 1775. / Articles of

Capitulation, proposed by Major Charles / Preston for his Majesty's

Fort of St-John's, in / the Province of Canada. , Extracts

of several Letters brought by Capt. / Robbins, in the schooner Two
Sisters, lately seized l)y an armed vessel in the service of the United

Colonies. / Published hv Order of Congress. / [Philadelphia:

W. & T. Bradford. 1775.]

F^. Broadside.

"The Coinmittee to whom the Intercepted Letters were referred brought in

their Report; which lieing read and agreed to,

Remlred, That it l)c recommitte<t to the said Committee, and that they have

the extracts agreed to published, together witli an authentic account of the cap-

ture of Chamlily and St. John's, and to have one thousand copies struck off, to

go with the despatches."

—

Journal.

A cr)py iH in the Library of Congress.

November 28.

Rules for Navy.

73. [Rules, for the Regulation of the Navy of the United Colonies.

Philadelphia: W. and T. Bradford. 1775?]

I have been unable to find a copy.

December 6.

Declaration.

74. In Congress, De<;emher 6, 1775. / [Philadelphia:] Printed

by Jolin Dunlap. [1775.]
Fo. Broadside.

.\ declaration by the Congress in answer to the King of Great Britain's procla-

mation of August 2:i, 177.5.

A copy ie in the Library of Congress.

75. In Congress, December fi, 1775.

.\notlier wlition, without imprint, and in three colamna in place of two as in

No. 74. A fragment is in the Library of Congress.

76. Pi.xtnicts from the Proceedings of the American Continen-

tal Congress, Hold at Philadelphia, on the Tenth Day of May,
1775. Containing, An Address to tlic People of Ireland, an Ad- /

dress to the Lord-Mayor of London, and the Opi- nion of C-ongress

on the boasted <onciliatory Plan offered by Administration in Parlia-

ment, February 20, 1775. Providence Printed by John Carter,

at Shako-spear's Head [1775.]
8°. pp. '22.

6521—VOL 2—05 33
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77. A / Declaration ; by the ' Representatives of the United /

Colonies of North -America, Now met in General Congress at /

Philadelphia; ' Setting forth the Causes and Necessity / of their

taking up Arms. Also, An Address / from the Twelve United

Colonies, By their Delegates in Congress, to the Inhabitants of

Great-Britain. Philadelphia, printed by Wm. and Tho. Bradford, /

and Bristol reprinted by W. Pine, 1775. / [Price Two-Pence.]

16°. pp. 16.

A copy is in the Library of Congress.

78. The / Declaration by the Representatives ' of the / United

Colonies of North America, now met in General Congress at Phil-

adelphia, / Setting forth the ' Causes and Necessit}' of taking up
Arms. / The / Letter of the Twelve United Colonies by their

Delegates in Congress to the Inhabi- / tants of Great Britain, Their

Humble Petition to his Majesty, / and / Their Address to the People

of Ireland. / Collected together for the Use of Ser/oy^ Thivking

Men, Bj" Lovers of Peace. Read with Candour: -fudge with Impar-

tiality. / London: ; Printed in the Year, MDCCLXXV.
8^. pp. vi, 32.

In addition to what is enumerated it also contains a prefatory note, "To the

Public," and a "Prefatory Address from the London Association."

A copy is in the Library of Congress.

79. S(n bic ' (£iimipl)iicr x>m Jrlanb, / lion / I>cn Slbgcprtnctcn bcr ^Jcrcinifl^

ten (Splotiicn Siciihampetjirc, 9JJn6&acl)iidctt6»25fll), WhobC' (Ji)lanb iinb ^ISrcbi'

bcnj, (£onnccticut, 8ieu» / l)orf, SJcii»3cr6cl), ^4-iicmi8l)lPanicn, bcr / Siicbcrn Wraf-

6d)afttn an ber ST'clattJurc, / Stan)lnnb, iUrflinicn, S!prb« unb Sub- (Sarplina, im

@cneral.{i(inflrcji| vx %\)U' I pbia. ben Ictcn Siai), 1775. / SicbSt bcr / 93lcU

nung be6 ^cncrol^CSpngreeecS / bctrcffcnb / Giiicn 6nt6diluSn beg ,^auSe8 bcr ®c» /

meincn bon Wrof,brittannicn, boin 208tcn Aft"''"""!). 1775. / fihilabclpl)ia, /

©cbrurft unb ^u befommcn bcl) ^cnrid) 3Jliller, in / bcr 3tec6»StraSSc, 1775.

16°. pp. 16.

Journal. May to July.

80. Journal of the / Proceedings ' of the / Congress, ' held at '

Philadelphia, / May 10, 1775. [Cut.] Philadelphia: Printed and

Sold, by William and Thomas / Bradford, at the London Coffee-

House. M,DCC,LXXV.
8°. pp. (4), iv, 239.

Publication was announced in the Pennsylvania Packet, 11 December, 1775.
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8i. Journal ' of the ' Proceedings of the ' Congress, held

at Philadelphia, Ma}- 10, 1775. ' Wilmington, Printed by James
Adam.s, in High-street, 1776.

8°. pp. 10.

A copy is in the Library of Harvard University, Cambridge, Maafi.

82. Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress, held

at Piiiladelphia, May 10, 1775. Published by Order of the Con-

gress. / Philadelphia: Printed; / London: Reprinted for J. Almon,
opposite / Burlington-House in Piccadilly, 1776.

8°. pp. (4), 210, (8).

A copy ia in the Library of Congress.

As pp. 159-168 are repeated in the numbering, the proper paging should be

(4), 220, (8).

83. Extracts from the Votes and Proceedings ' of the / Amer-
ican Continental Congress, / held At Philadelphia, 10th May,
1775. Published by Order of Congress. New-York: Printed

and Sold by John Anderson, at Beekman's-Slip. / M,DCC,LXXV.
8°. pp. (2), 192.

Thorgh this is called " Extracts," it is really the entire Journal.

Journal. September to December.

84. .Journal ' of the Congress, of the United States ' of /

America; Continued. Philadclpliia: Printed and Sold, by Wil-

liam and Thomas Bradford, at the Cotiee-House. M,DCC, LXXVI.
8^. pp. (4), 218.

A copy w in the Pennsylvania Historical Society.

Journal. 1774-1775.

85. Journals of Congress. Containing the Proceedings

from Sept. 5, 1774, to Jan. 1, 177)). Published by order of Con-

gress. ' Volume 1. / Philadelphia: Printed and sold by R. Aitken,

Bookseller, Front-street. M, DCC, LXXVI I.

S-. pp. (2), 310, (12).

This Ls the first volume of the oHicial edition, issued at th<> end of each ye«r.

I shall give each volume under the year at which the pro<'ec<linR8 end, a.s they

wor« practically separate works, but I sliall also give a titlf an<l collation of the

whole seriew, together with those of the reprints 01 1800 and 182;>, in the collecte<i

works, at the end of this liHt.
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Members of the Congress.

86. A List of the Delegates who attended the Congress, / held at

Philadelphia, May 10, 1775. [Philadelphia:? 1775.]

8°. Broadside.

A copy is in the New York Public Library.

Rates of Postage of Continental Post-Office.

87. Tables Of the Port of all Single Letters carried by Post in the

Northern District of North America, / As Established by Congress, '

One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-five. [Signed]

B.Franklin,/ Post Master General. ' [Philadelphia: 1775?]

F^. Broadside.

A copy is in the Library of Congress.

Directions for keeping Post-Office Accounts.

88. Directions to the Deputy Post-Masters, for keeping their

accounts [signed] B. Franklin.
F°. Broadside.

A copy is in the Pennsylvania Historical Society.
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Bwruni. .Simon, a delegate from New
VdrK: Credentials, 15.

Bollan, William, 2J, KC
Bombardiers, pay, 221.

Bond. I'hincas, 423.

Bonds, treasurers'. 2.")2.

Bonner, Andrew. 310.320.

Boston, situation of. 65; agre«^ment

with (Jage, 1.3(1, 151 ; oppression, UiC,

214; attack upon, 270. 273, 423, 442,

444.

Bounty, northern arni.V. .340, 448

;

Navy, .3,87; reenlistment. .393; Rhode
Island, 408.

Bowman, Ebenezer, 32.

Box. Philip, 242, 2.57.

Boyd. , 423.

Bradford. William and Thomas, 277.

Bradish, Hannah, .30.

Brasher, Abraham, 16.

Braxton, Carter, 244, 346.

Brewer, Samuel, 257.

Brewster. .Tohn. 315.

Bridge, .Tohn, jr., .3.3.

Brigade major, 220, 257.

Brimstone for Army, 85.

Britton, Charity. 277.

Broadwater. Charles, 346.

Brook, George, 346.

Brooks, Jonathan, 315.

Broome. John, 299n.

Brown. James, .33.

Brown. .Tohn. 37.

Brown, John. 55.

Brown. John, major, 341.

Brown. Joseph, 329.

Brown, Richard, 260.

Brown, Solomon, 28.

Brownson, Nathan, 48.

Brownson. Nathan, jr., 241.

Bryan, Hugh, 242.

Bryan, .Tonathan. 242.

Bryan. William, 241.

Bullin. John. 346.

Bull. John, colonel. 370, 412.

Bullock, .Vrchib.ild. « delegate from

Georgia. Credentials, 193, 240. Cowi-

mittecH: South Carolina, 319; pow-

der, 335.

Bunker, Andrew, 370.

Buuner, Andrew, 207, 423.

Burke, Edmund, 16n.

Burney. Andrew, 242.

Burroughs. Ezekiel, 44.3.

Butler, Ellsha, 241.

Butler, Joseph. .37, 38.

Buttrick, Nathan, 37.

Cabinet, King's, 6;!;i.

CuftoJ, 443.

C:aldwell, Samuel. 423.

Cameron, Allen. 415.
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Camp, committee to Cambridge, 2G5,

26(>; instructions. 270; e.xpenses,

27:!. 371: letter, 313: returns. 318;

reiX)rt. 320, 321, 328, .330. 398, 423.

Caiuiiliell. Donald, 18(!.

Cauipbell, Duncan, 305,309.

Campbell, George. 423.

Canada, letter to, 04, 07, tW: transla-

tion, 70; printed in English, 88;

printed, 507 ; no incursions, 75 ; dis-

Ix>sitiou, 174,340: gold and silver,

279, 284, 287 ; captured property, 308.

Cannon, imported, 253.

Canteens, 203.

Captain, pay, 220.

Captain lieutenant, pay, 220.

Carabines, 273.

Carletou, Guy, 109, 152, 167.

Carlisle, Pn., 404.

Carpenter, master, 221.

Carter, Charles, 340.

Cartridge box. tin, 351.

Cary, Archibald. 243. 244, 34C.

Caswell, liichard, a deh-<iate from

North Carolina. Attends, 12; cre-

dentials, I'J; resigns, 2!X); signer

bills of credit, 2<.)0; committee on

Lee, 98.

Centinels. sleeping, 332.

Certificates, false, health, 334.

Chambers, James, captain, 328.

Chambly, 320.

Chandler, John, 32.

Chandler, John, jr., 32.

Chandler, Joseph, 37.

Chaplain, pay, 220.

Charleston. S. C, 45, 326.

Charlestown, Mass., 216.

Chase, Samuel, a delegate from Mary-

land. Attends, 12; credentials, 19,

245. Committees: Exi)enses, 250;

Schuyler's letters, 255, 285; salt-

peter, 296 ; Connecticut-Pennsyl-

vania dispute, 297 ; Randolph's

funeral, 303; .South Carolina, 319;

armed vessels, 428. Debates. 472,

478, 482, 484, 485, 486, 489, 403, 494,

495, 496, 498, 501. Mentioned, 162,

377.

Chatham. Lord. 22. r,2n. 143.

Chew, William, 419.

Childs, fJeorge Washington, 97n.

Christ, Henry. 3:!6.

Church. Benjamin, 28;i, 76; director-

general of hospital, 211 ; arrest, _*!»4.

297. 3.'M.

Claims, coiuinlttcc. 202; instructions,

263; manner of payment, 265;

quorum, 310; asks instructions, 406,

408. See Accounts.

Clarkson. Matthew, 423.

Clay, Joseph, 242.

Clearances from favored colonies, 292,

314.

Clerk, hospital, 210,211.

Clifford, Thomas, and Sons, 309.

Clinton, George, a delcyate from New
York. Credentials, 15; attends, 48;

committee on lead, 234.

Clothing, intercepted at Philadelphia,

248 ; stoppages, .^23
;
purchased, 342

;

army, 407 ; purchased at Montreal,

418,448.

Clough. Alexander, adjutant, 360.

Clowes. Peter, 16.

Cluggage, Robert, 275, 371.

Clunn, Joseph, 277.

Clymcr, Daniel, 207, 423.

Clymer, George, 201 ; treasurer, 221

;

bond, 253.

Coasts, defense, 189.

Coates, John, major, 357.

Cochran, Jonathan, 242.

Coffin, Sylvanus, 445, 463.

Coffin, , 90.

Colden, Cadwalader, 80.

Collins, Stephen, 423.

Colonel, pay, 220.

Columbus, 443,

Commissaries for receiving supplies

for Lake Champlain, 75.

Commissary-general, 94, 190; of mus-

ters, 94, 220.

Commissary of artillery, pay, 220; of

stores, 186, 220.

Commission for Washington, 92, 96

;

officers, 100, 249. 289, 325; navy,

396, 397.
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Committers of safety, 189.

Compton, Thoiims, 337.

C'oueord, Mass., iifTiiir, 124, i:5.'>, 151,

Confederjition. articles of, 195, 450.

Conference, committee of. See Camp,
committee.

Congress, Continental, proposed re-

movul, 7 ; secret proceedings, 22, 342 ;

rules of debate, ij5, 357 : pledges

supimrt to Washington, 97 ; will in-

demnify Lee. 08 : re.'solutlon of ad-

journment, 224, 2,'55 ; attendance of

members. '.\'t~ ; rules of motions, 434

;

unfinishe<l liiisiness, 44.">, 454 ; mem-
bers of, 51(;. See Jniirnaln.

Connecticut, cretlentials of delegates,

15 ; troops for Ticonderoga, 74 ; for

Albany, 180. 1!)1 ; advance to, 230,

263; dispute with I'einisylvanla, 235,

238, 2»«, 283, 285, 287, 2!)5, 297, 321,

3.^5, .349, 352, 377, 435, 439, 452, 487

;

troops in service, 270.

Connolly. Jahn, ,3f>4, 41,5, 44.5.

Contracts, frauds in, 307.

Cooke, Nicholas, 174,279,297.

Coomhe, Thomas, 207, 423.

Cooper, Grey, 71,

Cooper. Peter, 290.

Cork, liiterceptetl letters, 3G0,

Corporal, pay, 220: artillery pay, 221.

< 'orresiMjndencc, committee of, 392,

42.-!; witli enemy, 331.

Cortlandt, I'lilllp. 10.

Courts-martial. 117; navy, 382,

Courts on captures, 373.

Cowardice, punislimeut, .331 ; navy, 381.

Cowper, B., Jr., 241.

Cowpertliwalte, , 357.

Crafts, Thomas. Jr., 390.

Craig. William. 2(I7.

I'rane, Stephen, u ilileyatc frnni New
Jirxey. .\ttends, 11; credentials,

17. Cotiiiiiittcis: Lead, 2.'{4 ; ex-

penspM. 2.50 ; Navy, 420 ; armed ves-

sels. 428. Mentioned, 410.

Crawford. Clirlatoplier, 329.

Cresap, Michael, 2tM), 290, 320, .329.

Crispin. William, 423.

Crown Point, troops for, 74 ; letters,

104; powder, 108; fortifications, 450.

C.'ruger, Henry, 10»i.

Cvmiherland County, N. J., 295.

Cummings, John. 30h.

Cungle, G»K>rge, 3,S0.

Cuppaidge, George, lieut, 413.

Cursing, 378.

Cushlng. Caleb, 405h.

Gushing, Thomas, a delegate from the

Mansachusettit liay. .\ttends. 11;

credentials. 14, 405 ; thanked, 14.

Cuiiniiittees: Money, 80; army rules,

90: printing Articles of War, 122;

KIrkland, 180, 3,30; e.xpenses, 192;

Trumbuir.s memorial, 2.58 : claims,

202 ; money In treasury, .328 ; Indian

treaty, 350 ; Jenkins, 400 ; Motte's

guard, 401. Mentioned, 161,474.

Cuthbert. Seth John, 242.

Cuthbert, , 396.

Dandridge. Hartholomew, 340.

I>artm()ntli. Lord. 03m, 18,5.

Davles, John, 315.

Davis, George, 329.

Day of humiliation, 81.87.

Dean, , 470.

Deane, James, 300.

Deane, Silas, a delegate from Connecti-

cut. Attends. 11; cretlentials. 15;

business of Congress, 80«. Commit-

teex: Letter to Canadians, 04; am-

munition, 07 ; money, 80 ; Skene,

82 ; army rule.s, 90 ; Washington's

queries, 102 ; printing Articles of

War, 122; trade, 177; KIrkland,

180 ; expenses, 192. 250 ; lead, 2:U

;

Schuyler's letters, 2.55, •J.S5 ;
powder.

255; Trumbull's memorial, 2,58;

trade, 259; woolens, 2(»0: claims,

202; Intercepting ships, 277«, 2!>4

;

fortifying North Hiver. 280: Ml

letlng soldiers, 288; lio.stilities, 2!nt

;

New York letter, 307 ; Passama-

quoddy application, .'Ur, ; Instruc-

tions to Schuyler commltltM>, 317

;

Peiuisylvania assembly, 321 ; Indian
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trailp. SiMj ; expresses, -101 ; navy.

420; recess, 427; armed vessels.

428 ; unfinished business, 445

;

Motte's guard. 4(!1 ; New Yoric, 4t>."?

;

Washington's letter. 401). Debaiex,

471. 472, 474. 477, 4Jv4. 48.".. 48G, 487.

488, 490, 402. 40.^, 490. Mentioned,

7. ir.l. 23(;. .?:5'>, 4.'55n.

Bearing. Henry. 337.

Debt and soldiers, 459.

Declaration on taking arms, 10i5, lOG

:

recommitted, 108 ; again reported,

127; Jefiferson's drafts, 128; Dickin-

son's draft, 140; final form, 140;

ti-anslateil into Italian, 157h ; printed.

-*)8.

Delaware credentials of delegates, 18,

304; battalions, 418; field officers,

429 ; Indians. 4.'?3.

Derby, Israel, 16.

Derby, Richard, 27, 28rt.

Desertion, 113, 324, 325 : to the enemy,

332.

Dewees, Thomas, 370.

De Witt, Charles. 10.

Dickinson. John, a drlcpatc from Penn-

sylvania. Attends. 12 ; credentials,

17, 327 ; motion for petition to King,

52n; draft declaration on taking

arms, 140. Committees: Transla-

tion of letter to Canada, 70 ; petition

to king. 80; militia. 106; declara-

tion for Washington. 108; Duche,

185 ; powder. 255 ; excused from

service, 3;55 ; New Jersey letter, 295

;

correspondence, 392 ; New Jersey as-

sembly, 401; Schuyler's letter, 410,

459. Mentioned, 128n, 158«, 162,

221, 335.

Dimon, David, 341.

Director general hospitals, 209.

Dix, Jonas, 28;i, 40h.

DoUy, schooner, 445.

Donaldson. , 254.

Douw, Volkert P., 183, 350, 351, 364,

365, 455.

Dowdle, , captain, 316.

Drake, Samuel, 10.

Draper. William, 34.

[>rayton. Stephen, 241.

Dreer, Ferdinand J., 97h.

Drinker, James, and, 52, 309.

Drowne, Solouu>n, 303n.

Druunner. pay. 220.

Drunkenness, 115, .'?,32, 378.

Duane. James, a delegate frotn Xew
York. Attends, 11 ; credentials, 15

;

petition to king, 65n. Committees:

Address to Ireland, 80 ; Indians, 93;

printing bills of credit, 106 ; powder,

284 ; New York convention, 307

;

money in treasury, 328; Indian

treaty, 350; Preston, 402. Debates,

484, 485, 487, 4lX). Mentioned, 161.

Dubois, Zachariah, 315.

Duche, Jacob, 12, 13, 22, 185, 303.

Duckett. John, 19.

Duels in army, 114.

Duer, William, 367.

Dunmore. rx)rd. 58«. 76, 395, 403, 482.

Dunwody. James, 48.

Durant, Isaac, 32.

Du Simitiere, Pierre EugOne, 286.

Duvall. George, 245, 441.

Dyer, Eliphalet, a delegate from Con-

necticut. Attends, 11 ; credentials,

15. Committees: Lee, 98; medi-

cines, 250; powder, 296; Schuyler,

317; excused, 339; qualifications of

officers, 410. Debatci. 471, 474, 482,

485, 488, 489, 406. Mentioned, 161,

236, 419.

Edwards, Timothy, 368.

Elbert, Samuel, 242.

Elizabethtown, N. J., 288.

Elliott, John, 48.

Embezzlement, punishment, 331.

Engineers, 94, 401.

Enlistment, form, 90, 289.

Ensign, pay, 220.

Erwin, Robert, 263, 329, 408, 432.

Estimate of expenses, 192.

Evans, Joel, 423.

Ewen, William, 242.

Exchange, bills of, 78,434.
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Expenses, estimate of, 192; rifle and

hussars, 2;!7. 2ijO, 254.

Exports .stopjied, TA.

Expresses, 401,417,455.

Falconer, N., 247.

FaliiKUitli. 318, ,'i!)8n.

Fanniiij;, John. 44.'?.

Fanniiis. I'liiiieas. Ki.

Farley, M.. WTui.

Farr, Tliouias, jr., 21.

Farrar, .Jonathan, 37.

Fast day resolution, 507, )

Fegener, .Vndrew. 310.

Fehr. Godfried, .^SO.

Felthani. Jocolyn, 412.

l''enton, .Tohn, 'I'i't.

B'essenden. Josiah, 43.S.

Fessenden. Thomas, 35.

FIfer, pay, 220.

Firelocks, manufacture of, 322.

Fisher, .labez, 405h.

Fitzhugh. William, .340.

Flaxseed, 2<!!».

Fleming, Edward, 249.

I'lints, purchase of, 408.

Florida, East anil West, 54.

Flour. Si. -^VA. 2!)<».

Floyd. William, « dcletjatc from NeiD

York. Credentials, l.'j. ('Dinmitteoi:

Militia. IOC; Sellick, 403. Men-
tioned, 101.

Forbes, John, 328.

Ford. I'aul Leicester. .507.

I''oulkc. Judah. 207.

I'rancis. Turlwtt, 183.

Frank. (!eor;;c. 284.

Franklin. Hcnjamin, « ilclcpalv frviii

FiiiiiHi/lruniu. .\ttiMuIs, 12; cnnlen-

tlals, 18, .i'_'7; letter as agent, 22;

motion on arms and amumnitlon,

184 ; articles of confederation, 1!»5 ;

postmaster-general, 209; amend-
ment, 233n ; household effiH-ts, 247.

Commiltees: I'osts. 71 ; petition to

King. SO; saltpeter. .SC!; Washing
ton declaration, 105; printing lillls

of credit, 100; trade, 177; report

on, 200; Indian (middle) depart-

ment, 1S3, 251 ; Lord North's mo-
tion, 202; lead, 234; powder, 255;

trade, 259 ; camp, 200 ; Indian

tr«>aty. 350 ; packets, 355 ; caj)tures

in Canada, 35S ; refusal to receive

bills of credit, 307; corresjiondcnce,

392 ; expresses, 401 ; recess, 427 ;

unfinished business, +15. Mentioned.

0.3;i. 72, 102, 371, 455, 487.

Franks. D.ivid. .399.

Fraud, iiunishnicnt for, .331 ; in con-

tracts, 307, 417, 4.5.5.

Frederick County. Va., 48.

Frederick County. Md., 394, 415.

i'reeman, Samuel. 20, 27, 28n.

French. Christopher, 315.

Friendship, ship, 240.

Fromberger, George, 310.

Fry, Josepli. lirigadier-general, 2.57.

I'uller, Benjamin, 423.

Fulton. John. 242.

Furloughs. 120.

Gadsden, Christopher, a delegate from

South Carolina. Attends, 12 ; cre-

dentials, 21. Coniniittccs: Skene,

80; militia, UMj; trade, 177; ma-
trosses, 191 ; lead. 234 ; claims, 202 ;

intercepting vessels, 294; navy, 420;

armed vessels, 428. Itcbatc.i. 471.

472, 474, 475. 480, 480. 487, 492, 494,

495, 501. Mentioned, 102.

Gage, Thomas, to Dartmouth. 23; at-

tack on Conct)rd and Lexington, 24,

111, 150; treatment of Boston, (>5,

8;t, 130, 151, 1t;.5. 107, 391; letter to

Joseph .Martin, 124; iiistructloua to

Campbell, .305.

(Jalloway, Joseph, u delegate from

Pennsylvania. Credentials, 17; ex-

cused, 17ii.

< laidncr, Henry. 27n.

(iartleld, Abraham, 30.

(iarrlgucs. Samuel, 310.

(iarrison, Nicholas, 423.
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Gates, Horatio, .adjutant-general, 07.

General, commander in chief, 91, 96

;

major and brigadiers, 93, 99, 103.

Georgia, oredontials of delegates, 45,

192, 240 : esfxjrts to. r.4 ; events, 19.3« ;

papers, 2,50 ; troops, .325 ; money, 343.

Gerrish, Joseph, 28n, 405h.

Gerry, Elbridge, 28n.

Gibbons, Joseph, 242.

Gibbons, William, 242.

Gill, Moses, 405)1.

Gleu. .Tohn, 242.

Gold, 279, 284, 287, 454, 467.

Goldsborough. Robert, a delegate from

Maryland. Credentials, 19, 245; at-

tends, 48.

Goodwin, James, 242.

Goodwin, , captain, 418.

Gorham, Nathaniel, 29h, 41.

Gould, Edward Thoroton, 40.

Government for Massachusetts, 83

;

New nampshire, 298, 319; South

Carolina. .320.

Govett, William, 286.

Green, .Tames, jr., 20.

Graff, Andrew, 329.

Graff, George, 329.

Graham, Morris, 16.

Graham, Robert, 10.

Grant, , 306.

Great Britain, address to. See Ad-

dress.

Green, Isaac, 32.

Green Mountain Boys, 105, 123, 446.

Greene, Nathanael, brigadier-general,

103.

Grenada, island of, 455.

Gridley, Richard, 256, 358.

Griffin. Jasper, 352, 353.

Grimes. William, 32.

Guadeloupe, masters of vessels, 457.

Habersham, Joseph, 242.

Hacker, Hoysted, 443.

Hadley (or Headley), Thomas, jr., 32.

Hagner, Micah, 33.

Hall, John, o delegate from Maryland.

Attends, 12; credentials, 19, 245.

Mall, Lyman, a delegate from Georgia.

Attends, 44, 49 ; credentials, 45, 193n,

240. Committee: Lead, 234. De-

bate. 484.

Hall, William, 267.

Halsted, Matthias, ^42.

Hamar, , 367.

Hancock, John, n delegate from the

Ma.'<saclnisetts Bay. Attends, 11;

credentials, 14, 405; thanked, 14:

presents pajjers, 24 : elected presi-

dent, .59. Committee: Armed ves-

sels, 428. Mentioned, 172, 218, 221,

239, 476.

Hanson, John, .343.

Harbors, defense of, 189.

Harlx»w, Judah, 328.

Haring, John, 10, 259.

Harrington, Daniel. 29, 32.

Harrington, John, 32.

Harrington, Levi, 34.

Harrington. Moses, jr., .32.

Harrington, Moses, 3d, 32.

Harrington, Thaddeus, 32.

Harrington, Thomas, 32.

Harris, Francis Henry, 242.

Harris, John, jr., 272,

Harrison, Benjamin, a delegate from

Virginia. Attends, 12; credentials,

19, 243; sent to Maryland, 395.

Committees: Militia, 106; camp. 2()6;

South Carolina, 319; New York,

327 ; Massachusetts papers, 356

;

corresfjondence, 392 ; Nantucket, 446.

Debates, iT2, 474, 475, 476. Men-

tioned. 162, 371, 445.

Hart, John De, a delegate from New
Jersey. Attends, 11 ; credentials, 17 ;

resigns, 397. Mentioned, 161, 473.

Hart, William De, 335.

Harvey, John, 19, 20.

Hastings, Isaac, 32.

Hastings, Jonathan, 30n.

Hastings, Samuel, 33.

Hastings, , 305.

Hawley, Joseph, 183, 247, 366, 368.

Hay, A. Hawkes, 16.

Hay, , lieutenant, 428.
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rinynp, rhristopher, 370.

Ilazlphurst, Isaac, 207, 42.3.

Ilpadlcy (or Iladloy). Thomas, jr., 32.

Heath, William, brigadier-general, 103,

Hendricks. William, 336.

Henry. Patrick, a delegate from Vir-

tjiiiia. Credentials, 19; attends, 55;

inquiries from Washington, 102.

Committees: Indians, 9:5; Lee, 98;

Washington's queries, 102 ; Indian

goods, 173; Indian (middle) depart-

ment, 183, 251 ; Kirkland, 180 ; lead,

234. Mentioned, 162, 242, 244.

Ilenrj- and Simons, Slij.

Henry, lislier and, 309.

Ilewes. .Toseph, a delegate from North

Carolina. Attends, 12; credentials,

19. Cnmmittres: Money, 80 ; army
rules, 90; military articles of war,

122; lead. 234; claims. 300; equip-

ping vessels, 312 ; Navy, 420 ; armed

vessels, 428, Mentioned, 162, 290,

3.30.

Hider, John, 35<j.

Hlggins, Thomas, 432.

Highlanders, North Carolina, 387.

Highlands, New York, fortified, 60;

connnauder, 337, 343 ; New Jersey

troops, .34.'); defense, 44(!, 485.

Highlands, New Jersey, 41(i.

Hlllegas, Michael, 194, 221, 252, 299,

Hinchman, John, 370.

Hlinuan, Ronjamln, 109.

Hoar, John, 3().

Hohart. John Slosa, 1(5.

Holllday, William. .310.

Holllngsworth, Levi, 285, 370.

Holmes, James, 442.

Holmi's, Joseph, 371.

Holmes, William, 310.

Holton, .Samuel, 40,")n.

Hooper, William, a delegate from Xortli

Carolina. Attends, 12 ; cnnlentlals,

19. Cominiltee.1: Address to Ja-

niuica, 80; fast day, 81 ; South ('aro-

Ilnn, 319; Miissacliusctts [lapers,

356; Counecticut-l'enusylvanla dis-

pute, 377; recess, 427: merchants'

petition, 434 ; Schuyler's letters, 4.36,

459 : unfinished business, 44.') ; Wash-
ington's letter, 4()6. Mentioned, 162,

290, 330.

Hopkins, Ezek, commander-in-chief of

Navy, 443.

Hopkins, .John Burrows, 443.

Hopkins, Stephen, a delegate from

Rhode Island. Credentials, 50; at-

tends, 55. Committees: Lee, 08;

militia, 106; lead, 234; McPherson,

296; Connecticut-Pennsylvania dis-

pute, 297; Randolph's funeral, 303;

equipping vessels, 312 ; Passama-

quoddy application, 316; Navy, 420;

armed vessels, 428. Mentioned, 161,

48.5.

Hosmer, ,Tohn, 32.

Hosmer. Stephen, jr., 37.

Hosmer, Titus, elected a delegate from

Connecticut, 15.

Hosmer, William, 36.

Hospitals, 191, 203, 209; Massachu-

setts, 294, 297 ; northern department,

249.

Hostilities, account of, 298,306,307.

Houstoun, George, 2-12.

Houstoun, John, a delegate from

Georgia. Credentials, 193ji, 240.

Committee: Armed vessels, 428. Dc-

haten, 494.

Howe, Lord. 465.

Howe, Sir William, 216.

Howell, Isaac, 42:5,

Hoyler, Jacob, 305.

Hudson, Jonathan, 41.5.422.

Hudson Uiver, defenses 95, 280, 281,

.3(»!l. :!;j.5,.3.38, 341,.'U:?.

Hulbert, John, 360, .3(U.

Humphreys, Charles, a delegate from

Pennsylvania. Attends, 12; creden-

tials. 17, 327. Committee: Saltpeter,

311. Mentioned. li'.'J.

Hussars. 173. 2;W. 2.">0. 2.''>4.

Hutchinson. Thomas, 214.

Impressments, 3'23.
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Indians, friendship of, 93. 174 ; re-

ports, 108; tallis, 123, 173, 177, 185;

alliances, 123; consult, 126; Carle-

ton's relations, 152; goods, 173;

Stockbridge, 110, 185; commission-

ers, 175, 183, 192, 194; northern de-

partment, 250; treaty at Albany,

350, 351, 365; Mohawk, 305; trade,

366, 465; called upon, 401; middle

department, 251, 419, 455 ; southern

department, 423, 456; Delaware,

433 ; committee of conference, 444,

452. 454, 455 ; ministerial agents,

456; presents, 456,462.

Ingraham. Duncan, 30n.

Ireland, address to. See Address.

Trade and land, 269.

Irvine, James, 370 403,433.461.

Jackson, Samuel, memorial, 246.

Jackson, William, 207.

Jackson, , 328.

Jamaica, address to inhabitants. See

Address.

James and Drinker, 52, 309.

Janu. Thomas, 246.

Jay, John, a delegate ironi New York.

Credentials, 15; attends, 44; proposes

petition to the King, 52((. Com-

mittees: Letter to Canadians, 64,

C8n; Massachusetts letter, 79; peti-

tion to King, 80 ; Washington dec-

laration, 105; ti-ade, 177, 259, 268;

medicines, 2.50 ; expenses, 250

;

Schuyler's letter, 255; Tassama-

quoddy application, 316 ; instruc-

tions to Schuyler committee, 317

;

refusal to receive bills of credit, 307 ;

Newton's petition, 369 ; Connecticut-

Pennsylvania dispute, 377 ; corre-

spondence, 392 ; thanks to officers,

393 ; New Jersey assembly. 404

;

qualifications of officers. 416 ; arrest

of soldiers for debt, 417 ; Bever-

idge's petition, 423 ; recess. 427

;

unfinished business. 445 ; New York,

463; Stirling's letter, 460; arms

and ammunition, 4*v4. Drhntes, 471,

473. 490. 492, 493, 495, 496. Men-
tioned, 161, 367.

Jefferson, Thomas, n dciegate fiom

Virginia. Attends, 101 ; credentials,

101, 243; draft declaration on tak-

ing arms, 128 ; Lord North's mo-

tion. 224. Committees: Washing-

ton's declaration. 108; Lord North's

motion, 202. 2"24
; Connecticut-Penn-

sylvania dispute. 297 ; Massachu-

setts papers, 356 ; refusal to re-

ceive bills of credit, 368; North

Carolina, 368 ; Newton's petition,

369; Hud.son's petition, 415; Bever-

idge's petition, 423; recess, 427,430;

merchants' petition. 4.34 ; Scliuyler's

letters. 43(J. 459 ; unfinished busi-

ness. 445. Mentio)ird. 162, 508.

Jenkins, Thomas, 397. 406, 415, 420.

Jewell, Joseph, 356.

Johnson, Josiah. 29, 31, 41.

Johnson, Thomas, jr., a delegate from

Maryland. Attends, 12; credentials,

19. 245 ; nominates Washington, 91«.

Committees: Massachusetts letter,

79 ;
petition to King. SO ; saltpeter,

86; Lee, 98; Washingt(m declara-

tion. 105 ; expenses incurred. 192

;

lead, 234; trade, '-'59; claims, 262;

instructions to camp committee, 266

;

Virginia, 344; petitions, 352; Mas-

sachusetts papers, 356 ; captures in

Canada. 358; frauds, 367; refusal

to receive bills of credit, 367 ; cor-

respondence, 392. Debates, 472, 474,

476. 478, 482, 484. Mentioned, 162,

395H.

Johnston, Samuel, 290.

Jones, Henry, 241.

Jones, John, 337.

Jones, John Paul. 443.

Jones, Joseph, 346.

Jones, Noble Wimberley. a delegate

from Georgia. Cretlentials, 193n,

240.

Jones, Robert Strettle, "207.
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Jones, Thomas, 37.

Jones. Valentine, 35.

Jones, Willie, 194.

Jones, William, 241.

.Tordan. .John, 2f.7.

Journal. 208, 263. 2G4, 39.1. 4.54 ; print-

ing. 2G4, .514 ; reading. 427.

Judge-advocate, pay, 220. 257.

Kenned.v, George, 337.

Kerlin. William, 310.

Kettles, 2ti.3.

Kiger. <!eorge, 2ti7.

King. Diiiilei, AZX
King, petition to, 52h, G5, 509: by colo-

nies, 4<)4 : reception of, 343.

KIngshrldge, New York, fortified, 59.

Kinnear, Francis, captain, 418.

Kinsey, James, a delegate from Neto

Jerseii. .\ttends, 11 ; credentials,

17; resigns, 397, Com mil teen: Bil-

leting soldiers, 288; Connecticut-

Pennsylvania dispute. 297.

Kirkland. Samuel, 186, 187, 336, 350,

455.

Klinger, Alexander, XVj.

Knox. Andrew, 20, 290.

Knox, Henry, colonel of artillery, 359,

4<H, 449,

Knglier, Lewis, 310,

Kiilil, rrcderick, 207. 423.

Lake George, New York, 60.

Lanih, John, 447.

T-an<aster. Pa., 173, 299, 404, 461.

Land for Irish. 2(»).

Langdon. John, a tlelepate from .Vcir

llampnhire. Attends. It; cre<len-

tials. 13, 252. Committcex: Lead,
2,"',4

; powder, 2."5, 2!V'. ; woolens,

260; claims. 2i>2; Intercepting ves-

sels, 277;i, 21M ; billeting soldiers,

288; Pas-ianiaquotldy application,

316; Schuyler, 317, 459. Debate*.

472. 487. 4.SS. 490. Mentioned. 161,

281, 344, 440. 452.

Law. Richard. 15.

r,nwrenco. Thomas. 207.

Lead, 2.34, .•{61. 401, 456.

Leather, wearing of, 269. 293.

Le Conte. William, 242,

Lee, Arthur, 22, 27n. 162, 343.

Lee, Charles, major-general, 97 ; con-

ference. OS.

Lee. Francis, 356.

Lee, Francis Lightfoot, a delegate from
Virginia. Credentials. 244. Com-
mitteen: Qualifications of officers,

416; Sellick's petition, 463.

Lee, Richard Henry, a delegate from
Virginia. Attends, 12 ; credentials,

19, 243. Committees: Posts, 71;

Massachusetts letter, 79 ; address to

Great Rritain, 80; saltpeter, 86; in-

structions for Washington, 9.'5
; gen-

erals, 99 ; Washington's queries,

102 ; trade, 177. 200 ; matrosses. 191

;

Lord North's motion. 202 ; revising

journal. "208; Washington's letter,

261 ; instructions to camp commit-

tee, 260; tea, 294; New Hampshire
instructions, 307 ; equipping vessels,

312; instructions to Schuyler's com-

mittee, 317; petitions, 352; minis-

terial proclamations, 3.53; frauds,

;!ti7 ; navy, 420 ; armed vessels, 428

;

Preston's bills, 4.34 ; allowance to

prisoners, 442. DebatcK. 476, 477,

478, 480, 481, 482, 483, 484, 485, 487,

4a8, 489, 490, 492, 493, 495, 496, 497,

499, 501. Mentioned. 162, 221.

Lee, Thomas Ludwcll, 346.

Lee. schooner, 420. 424.

LcHingwell. Christopher, 424.

Lclnliach, Fn^lerick, 329.

Leslie. James. 2.88.

Letters, Mas.sachusetts convention. 76,

79. 81, .S.I : intercepted, .360, 361, 368,

46.5. 467, 512.

Lewis. Henjam In. 242.

Lewis. Pavid. 242.

Lewis. Kills. 207.

Lewis, Fielding, 348.
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liowis, Franois. a drTrriatc from Xcw
Yorh: Crcdeutials, 15: grant for

Ijowder, 210, 281. Coinmittres: Hos-

pital. I!)l ; luedicines. 2r)0; wool-

ens, 2(30 ; claims. 2<>2 ; supplies for

army, 318 ; iwwder, 335 ; ration eon-

tract, 350; Indian trade, 3(56; ex-

presses, 401; navy, 420; armed ves-

sels, 428. Dcbatcx. 471, 484. Men-

tioned, 161, 342.

Lewis, Mordecai, 2((7, 423.

Lexington, Mass.. 24. 135, 151.

Lieutenant, pay. 220: artillery, 220;

second, 272; fire workers, 220; lieu-

tenant-colnuel, 220.

Light infantry, pay, 20.

Lincoln, Benjamin, 14, 405»i.

Lispenard. Leonard, IG.

Little, John, S-W.

Live stock export, 293, 315.

Livingston. Henry Beekman, 341, 425.

Livingston, .Tames, 448.

Livingston, Philip, o drlci/ute from

New York. Attends, 11; creden-

tials, 15; grant for powder, 210.

Committees: Posts. 71 ; Indians, 93;

Lee, 98 ; Indian goods, 173 ; powder,

255 ; Trumbull's memorial, 258. Men-

tioned. Kil, 432.

Livingston. Robert R.. a deleijate from

New York. Credentials, 15 ; at-

tends, 48. Committcc.i: Address to

Great Britain, 80; instructions to

camp committee, 266; fortifying

North River, 280; Schuyler's letter,

285; New York, 327: to Schuyler,

329. Debates, 472. 473, 476, 477, 479,

484, 487, 480, 494, 503. Mentioned,

161,344.

Livingston, Walter, 16, 186, 312, 317,

340, 393.

Livingston, William, a delegate from

New Jersey. Attends, 11 : creden-

tials, 17. Committees: Address to

Ireland, 80; Lee. 98; Washington

declaration. 105 ; New Jersey letter,

295 : ministerial proclamations, 353

;

Massachusetts papers, 356; captures

in Canada, .358 ; thanks to officers^

393; qualifications of officers. 416;

arrest of soldiers for debt, 417: Stir-

ling's letter, 4(50 : New York, 463.

Mentioned. 128», 161.

Loan of £6,000, 79.

Lock, Benjamin. 32.

Lock, Reuben, 32.

London, letter to mayor of, 157, 162,

170.

Lord, William, 241.

Loring. Jonathan, 28.

liOUghcad, James, .'V49.

Lowdon, John, 272.

Lowry, Thomas, 360.361,415.

Loyalists, arrest of, 280.

Limdy, , 82, .86, 126, 127, 290, 315.

Ludwig, Christopher, 286.

Ijynch, Thomas, n delegate from South

Carolina. Attends. 12 ; credentials,

21. CnmmitteeK: Fortifying New
York. 53 : posts, 71 ; address to

Jamaica, 80; I^e, 98; Duche, 185;

matrosses, 191 : medicines, 2.')0;

Washington's letter, 261 ; camp, 266

;

instructions to Schuyler committee,

317: New York, 327, 463; Virginia,

344; ration contract, 350; petitions,

352; packets, .355; frauds. 367;

qualifications of officers, 416; Ber-

ton's petition, 428; Indians, 444;

Motte's guard, 461 ; arms and am-

munition, 464 ; Washington letter,

466. Debates. 471, 472, 474, 475, 476.

Mentioned. 162, 221, 319, 371.

Lyne, George, 346.

McClenachan, Blair, 328.

McCluer, John, 242.

McDougall, Alexander, 16.

McDougall, , 443.

McGregor, Dugal, 369, 408.

Mcintosh, John, 241.

McKean, Thomas, a delegate from Del-

aware. Attends, 12; credentials,

18, 304«; Pennsylvania a.ssembly,

321. Committees: Treasurer's
bonds, 212, 224, 252; powder, 255;
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Jenkins, 40<i ; ScUuyler's letters, 419.

436, 459; Preston's bills, 434; al-

lowance to prisoners. 442; Nan-
tucket, 440; arms and ammunition,
464. ilentioiird. 102,335,428,493.

McKee, .John, 452.

McNair (or McNeare), Andrew, 12,

2.59.

McPberson. John. 296. .300. 301.

-McWhorter, Alexander. 438.

Madeira, Christopher, 370.

Major, pay, 220.

Manchester, Duke of, lOn.

.Manle.v. John, captain, 277, 420, 424.

.Mann. Luke. 241.

.Marbury, L., 241.

Marines, battalion of, 348, 393; term
of engagement, 405 ; pay, 417, 427.

Marr. James, 40.

Martin, Ephraim, 297.

Martin, .Tohn, 241.

Martin, Joseph, governor, 185.

Mnrii anil Elizalirth, ship. 247.

.Maryl.ind, credentials of delegates, 18,

245, 440; rifle companies, 89; ves-

sels, 395.

Mason. Cleorge, 244. .346.
|

.Mason. Tliaddeus, 41.

Massachusetts, credentials of dele-

gates, 13, 405; letter to Congress.

24 ; treasury note. 25 ; letter to

Franklin. 26; letter to inhabitants

of (Jreat Hritain. 42; on army, 7i;;

goverument. 79, 81, K\: flour. 84; I

troops, 99: complete reglnient.^i, 191;

[laiHTs fnun general court, 356; '

money, 402, 403.
'

Matron, hospital. 210.
j

.Matro.s.se8, 191, 221, 309.
I

.Matlack, Timothy, 40, 88«, 257, 278,

.310. .329.

Ma.xwdl, James, 48, 241.

Maxwell. William, 242. 335.

Mayfliiuir. sliiup. 445.

Mend. I.evi. 34.

Meade, (Je^trge, & Co., 429.

Mease, John, 207. 423.

Medicines. 250, 261, 344, 442.

Meeds. Abner. 33.

Melvin. Ephraim, 37, 38.

Meredith. Reese. 210.

Meredith, Samuel, 207, 210.

Middleton, Henry, a delegate from
South Carolina. Attends. 12; cre-

dentials. 21. Committees: Hospital,

191 ; Randolph's funeral, 303. Men-
tioned. 162, 221.

Mifflin, George, 207.

Mifflin, Samuel, 210.

Mifflin. Thomas, a delegate from Penn-
sylvania. Attends, 12; credentials.

17; letter from, 357. Committees:
Ammunition and militarj- stores. 67;
letter to Canada, 70; Skene, 82.

Mentioned. 471, 473.

Miles and Wister, 272, 329.

Militia, 106, 173, 177, 183, 187, 195, 324,

338, 414.

Milligan. James, 207, 258.

Ministers of gospel for North Caro-

lina. ;i88.

Minot, Timothy, jr.. 38.

Minutomen, I.S.S. 324. 414.

Mitchell. David, .320.

Mohawk Indians. 365.

Moland. Josoi)h. 40f).

Moncricffe, Patrick, .S2, 86, 124.

.Money, required, Si». SI, 84, 89, 90, 91,

297; sent to army, 235, 2:!7, '245, 273,

275 ; in treasury. 328, 369, 3!K>.

Montgomery, John, .315.

Moiitgoniory, Richard, grigadier-gen-

eral, 10.3. Henlionrd. 2S4. 317, .VIO.

:{.'..•., ."Wit, 414, 417, 418, 424. 447. 418.

Slontb, detiiu'd, 272.

Montreal taken, 380, 511; clothing

purchased, 448.

Moore. .Vndrew, 241.

.Moore, Charles, 17, 18, 283, 313, 327.

M<K)re. William, 270.

.Morel, John, 241.

.Morgan, Daniel. 267. .320.

.Morgan, John, direi'torgoncnil of bos

pital, '297, 344.

6621—VOL 2—05- -34
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Morris, Anthony. 207.

Morris. Anthony, jr., 423.

Morris. Anthony James, .370.

Morris, Lewis, a dclvijatc from \ew
York. Credentials, 15 ; attends, 48

;

Indian commissioner, 251 : on ammu-
nition, 67 ; letters, 246, 247, 259, 262,

283. Mentioned, 161.

Morris, Luke, 207.

Morris, Robert, a delegate from Penn-

sul>'oiiia. Credentials. .327; iKjwder

contract, 473. Committee.^: I'aeliets,

355; Newton's petition, :>!)0; Hud-

son's petition, 415; Navy, 420; secret

committee, 426 ; armed vessels, 428

;

merchants' petition, 434. Mentioned.

3(50, 368, 378, 396.

Morris, Samuel, 207, 423.

Morris, Samuel Cadwalader, 423.

Morris, Thomas, 423.

Morton. John, a delegate from Penn-

sylvania. Attends, 12; credentials,

17, 327; in assembly. 310. Commit-

tees: Fortifying North River, 280;

saltpeter, 206. Mentioned, 207, 488.

Morton, Perez. 405«.

Motions, rules of, 434.

Motte, Edward, 429, 433, 434, 435, 461,

462.

Mourer, Kesina, 336.

Mulattoes, in quotas, 221.

Mulliken, Nathaniel, 32.

Munroe, Benjamin, 36.

Munroe, John, jr., 3.3.

Munroe, William, 3d, 32.

Murray, Robert and John, 53. 67.

Murray, Sansom & Co., 352, 353.

Murrow, John, 329.

Muskets, 190, 253.

Muster-master-general, pay, 220.

Musters, commissary of, 94 ; commis-

sary-general, 220; of troops, 333.

JIutiny, 113, 331, 382.

Muzzy, John, 33.

Naney, stores from the, 420. 424.

Nantucket, 70, 397, 420, 445.

Narrative, Concord and Lexington,

28/!.

Navy, Rhode Island on, 274, 281, 283

;

rules for government, .304, 375. 378,

393, 513; pay, .^S4 ; shipping agree-

ment, 384; committee on, 42,3. 425;

debates. 485 ; money for, 4.33 ; pay

of commanders, 443; instructions,

444.

Nefif, Melchior, .360.

Negroes, in estimation of quotas, 221

;

in Army, 263n.

Nel.son, Thomas, a delegate from Vir-

ginia. Credentials, 243. Commit-

tees: Expenses, 250; claims, 262;

money in Treasury, 328. Debates,

472, 475, 476.

Nesbit, John Maxwell, 207.

Newfoundland. 52, .54.

New Hampshire, credentials of dele-

gates, 13, 2.52 ; to complete regi-

ments, 191; instructions to dele-

gates. 298, 307, 317. 319 ; money, 403.

New Jersey, credentials of delegates,

17, 396 ; Lord North's motion, 61

;

letter, 66; troops, 285, 291, 360,376,

416; convention, 295, 304h, 305:

field ofBcers, 312, 313, 336; money,

.345 ; assembly, 404 ; battalion mus-

tered, 457.

New Providence, 389.

Newton, Downham, 369, .389.

New York, credentials of delegates, 15 ;

petitions to King and Parliament,

16n; city asks for guidance, 49, .52;

fortifications, 52, 57, 59, 64, 280 (see

North River) : stores from Ticon-

deroga 56 ; troops, 60 ; flour for

Massachusetts. 84 ; ix>wder mills, 85

;

detention of vessel, 90; troops for,

95; officers, 186; army in, 207, 255;

money for, 236, 352 ; committee of

safety, 248; letters, 281, 304, 307,

308, 309, 327, 336, .337, 432; con-

vention and Tryon, 300; mati-osses,

309 ; loan denied, 452 ; state of, 463.

Nicholas, Robert Carter, 243, 244.
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Noble. Anthony. 370.

Nouexportntiou modified, 184.

North, Lord. Motion. (i2 : committee.

202; reiwrt, 203; printed, 224, 510;

communication from, 71.

Northampton County. Pa., 2M ; Vir-

ginia, 395, 403.

North Carolina, credentials of dele-

gates, 19, 290; militia. 107; money,

330; State of, 3(xS, 377, 387; bat-

talions, 387.

Nova Scotia, TA, 316, 343, 348.

Nurses, hospital, 210, 211.

Oath, 223: court-martial. Navy, 383.

O'Bryan, William, 241.

Officers, appointment, 100, 287, 288,

325, 489; field, 30.5, 312, 429; new
.\rmy. ,323, .324 ; rank of Militia, .321!:

inferior naval. 379; rules of com-

mand, 399; qualifications of, 416;

thanked, 424.

Ogden, lAiwls. 337.

Ogden, William. 310.

OIney, Joseph, 443.

Ord. .John, 423.

Oswald, Joseph, 48.

Otis, James, 405n.

I'acn, Williaui, a drtcgatr from Mary-
land. Attends, 12 ; credentials. 19,

24.5. Committees: North Carolina,

368; Virginia, 395; Navy, 420.

Mentioned, 162.

Packets, 355.

Paddock. Seth. 445, 4«3.

Page, Mann, Jr., :M6.

Pnlne, Uohcrt Treat, n drlrijntr from
the MiixxurlniHett.H /?«//. .Xttonds. 1 1 ;

cnxlentlals, 14, 405; tliankcd. 14.

Committees: Fast day, 81 ; siiltiieter,

86. 311; militia, 10<!; hospital. 191;

Schuyler, 317. nehaten. 471, 472,

475, 4.84, 485, 489. Mentioned, 161.

.•J44, 4,-)2.

Paine. 'I'lniotliy, 39.

Piilnicr. J.. U»5ii.

Parker, libenezcr, ;!2.

Parker, .Tohn. captain, .30, 31, 32, 33.

Parker. .Tonas, .33.

Parker, Josepli. 423.

Parkhurst, Nathaniel, 33.

Parks, Isaac, .36.

Parliament, elections of, 1774, 62n;
trades acts. 125.

Paschal, Stei)hen. 104, 2!)9.

Passamaquoddy, 316, 344, 348.

Patterson, John, 423.

Pawling. Levi. 16.

Pay, rifle companies, 89 ; generals, 91,

93; officers, 220, .322; northern hos-

pital, 249 ; .judge-advocate, 257 ; re-

duction, 270 ; second lieutenants,

272 ; Navy, .384.

Paymaster-general, 94; bond. 211;

New York department, 212.

Paymasters, regimental, 450.

Peacock, William, 48.

Pegiiy. .354.

Peirce, Nathan, 37.

Pendleton, Edmund, o delegate from
Virginia. Attends, 12 ; credentials,

19 ; drafts Washington's speech,

92h; committee on adddress to

Great Uritain, 80; excused from re-

election, 24'2. Mentioned, 162, 243,

244, 34(!.

Penet, 1'.. 4(;6h.

Penn, .John, a rtdigalr frniii \(irlli

Carolina, ('redentlais, lim). Com-
mittees: Hudson's [(ctitiou, 415;

qualifications of officers, 416. Men-
lioiird, .TJO.

Penn, .John, governor, 63n.

Penn. Richard. 162, 170, 171, 172, 343.

Pennsylvania, credentials of delegates,

17, .'527; l)ouiidary di.spute with Vir-

ginia, 76; rillc companies. .S!l. 10-1.

2,50; dispute witli ("(iiinccticnt. 235.

2:i8, 26.S. 2.S.'!, 285. 2K7. 295. 297. 321.

.TC). ,349, 3,52, .•;77, 435. I.39. 4.52. 487 ;

loan repaid. 2.'i7 ; clothing. 2-I.S

;

troops, 291 ; battallon.s. 313. 418. 111.

457, ICiO; Syines. .317 : nioni-y. .342,

46;t; re<TUit8. 3,5(1; Held ollli-crs. :i,56.

370, 129; petition of inhabitants,

4(>4, 4ii7.
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Penobscot Indiiins, 401.

Petition to King. -'1. fi'ln. 6fi ; commit-

tee, 79. 80: report. 100; considered.

12(5, 127; printed. l.%8. 509: recep-

tion, 'ii'i ; from colonies, 404.

Phelps, Elisha, 248. 4 1 S, 42.3.

I'liiladelpliia, college, 54/i : company,

191; clothing. 248: tlour exports,

2G4, 2C8 ; committee of inspection,

365 ; merchants' petition, 434.

Pierce, Solomon, 33.

Pistols, 273.

Pitcher, .Jonathan, 443.

Pliarne, de, 4()6h.

Plunder, punishment, .333.

Polhemus, Theodosius, 16.

Pomeroy, Seth, brigadier-general, 103.

191.

Population of colonies, 458.

Pork salting. 27.3.

Ports, opening, 314, 317, 457, 477.

Posts, 71, 203, 208, 488 ; accounts, 516.

Postage, rates, 208, 207, 516 ; for dele-

gates, 342 ; generals, 345.

Powder, mills, 85; for Army. 85, 191,

204; for Ticonderoga and Crown
Point, 108; importation, 210, 212;

damaged, 22:! ; distribution, 238, 249,

262 ; secret committee, 253, 265, 473

;

loan, 284; New York, 286; High-

lands, .338; Rhode Island, 345; for

Indians, 3(>5: North Carolina, 388;

New Providence, 390; vessels, 426,

436.

Powell, John, 265.

Powell, J., 48.

Poythress, Peter, 346.

Prahl, Lewis, 310.

Precedence of officers, 326.

Presc-ott, James, 405ii.

Preston, Charles, major, 402, 412, 418.

434, 435, 466.

Price, Thomas, 329, 353.

Princeton, N. J., 432.

Prisoners, regulations, 341 ; from Can-

ada, 358 ; officers paroled, 359, 461

;

supplies for. 398 ; defined, .399 ; ex-

change, 400 : disposition, 404, 408,

434, 435 ; bills, 418.

Privates. i)ay. 220.

Prizes, disposition, 316, 371, 379, 444.

Proclamations, ministerial, a'iS. 392,

409. 4.55, 513.

Produce, exports of, 184, 280, 306, 308,

314, 390, 4(>4, 484.

]

Provisions for .\rmy, 299,323.

I
Provost-niarahal, 221.

Pugh, James, 242.

Purviance, John, 423.

Purviance, Robert and Samuel, 264,

476.

Putnam, Israel, major-general, 99.

Quakers. 189.

Qualifications of ofiicers, 416.

Quartermaster, pay, 220.

Quartermaster-General, 94, 445, 471.

Quebec, exports to, 54 ; address, 286

;

captured, 413.

Quotas, colonial, 221,453.

Rae, James, 242.

Rains, John, 317.

Randal, Sears and, 300, 319, 330.

Randolph, Peyton, a delegate from Vir-

ginia. Attends, 12 ; credentials, 19,

243 : elected president, 12 ; returns

to Virginia, .58 ; speaker of Bur-

gesses, 102 : reelected, 243 ; death,

302. Committees: Trade, 259; salt-

peter, 296; McPherson, 296. De-

bates, 486, 496.

Randolph, Richard, 346.

Rankin, Henry, 356.

Rapalje, , 261.

Rates of postage, 208, 267, 516.

Ration, defined, 322 ; contract, 349, 356,

360; Navy. 383: New Jersey, 415;

Pennsylvania, 419.

Read (or Reed), James, 207, 42,3.

Read. George, a delegate from Dela-

ware. Attends, 12 ; credentials, 18,

.304n; mentioned, 162, 476. Com-
mittees: Navy, 420; Beveridge's pe-

tition, 423 ; armed vessels, 428.

Reading, Pa., 404.

Rebecca and Frances, 305, 309, 370.
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Recaptures, 407.

Recess, coiuuiittoo, 427, 430.

Recruiting service, 324 : bounty, 394.

Reed (or Read), James, 207,423.

Reed, .Toseiih, 248, 271n.

Reed, .Tosliua. .32.

Reetl, .Tostiua, jr., 32.

Reed, NntliMii, .32.

Reed, Williuui, 29.

Reed, , captain. 484.

Reganville, (or Regonvilie), 442.

Regiment, constitution of, .322.

Regulars, North Ciirolina, .387.

Rciuoval of Congress proposed, 7.

Returns of Arui.v, 100.

Reynolds, Joseph. .342.

Reynolds, Rebecca. 438.

Rhea. David, major, .335.

Rhinelander, Frederick, 3.'>4.

Rhode Island, credentials of delegates,

50; Instructions to delegates, 51 »;

Instructions on fleet. 274, 281, 2^3,

357, 419, 420; accounts, 40«, 408;

tuoney, 425.

Rice, , captain, 329.

Rice, exports, 292, 314 ; for Bermudas,

303.

Richardson, Edward, 37.

Rifle companies, SO, 104; Lancaster,

173; expenses, 237, 250, 254; selec-

tion. 400.

Ritchie, Roliert, 207.

Rittenhou.se. David. 275, 280.

Roads, repair of, 209.

Robblns, , captain, 3COM.

Robert. John, .TO7.

Roberts, Daniel, 48,241.

Roberts, (Jetjrge, 315.

Roberts, Hugh. 315.

Roberts, Robert, 423.

Robins, John, .31.

Robinson, Hradbury, 39.

Robinson, Joseph. 10.

Rodney, Ciesar, a delegate from Dela-

ware. Attends, 12 ; credentials, 18,

304; nientloneil, 102. Coiiiwittcrs:

rxH>, OS; lead, 2.34; claims. 202;

quaiiUcutloDs of olllcers, 410.

Rogers, John, a delegate fiovi Mary-

land. Credentials, 440.

Rogers, Robert, 259.

Roosevelt, Isaac, 10.

Ross, George, a delegate from Penn-

st/haniu. Attends. 12; credentials,

17; conuiiittee on Lee, 98; men-

tioned. 102, 283; debates, 474, 487,

490. .')04.

Ross, James, captain, 207, 272, 277,

280, 305, 330, 337, 3.-)0, .370.

Rousseau, Jean Jaques, 507.

Rules of debate, 55, 357.

Runold, Broughton, 288.

Hus.soll, riiilip. 32.

Uutherfdrd, Thomas. 438.

Itutledge, Edward, a delegate from

Sdiith Carolina. Attends, 12; cre-

ileiitiais, 21 ; motion on negroes in

Army, 203)i. Committees: Washing-

ton's commission, 93 ;
general's

<-ommisslon, 99 ; captures in Canada,

:?58 : refusal to receive bills of

credit. 308; North Carolina, 368;

Bertou's petition, 428. Debates. 471,

479, 484, 487, 489, 490. Mentioned,

102.

RutliHlge. John, a delegate from flouth

Carolina. Attends, 12 ; credentials,

21. Committees: Massachusetts let-

ter, 79; petition to King, 80; Wash-

ington's queries, 102; Washington's

declaration, 105; printing bills of

<i-c<lit. 100; revising Journal. 208;

Schuyler's letters, 255, 285; trade,

2,59; instructions to camp commit-

tee. 200; tea, 2S»4; New Jersey let-

ter, 295; saitiieter, 290; McPherson,

290; Connecticut-Pennsylvania dis-

pute, 297; New Hampshire instruc-

tions, 307. Debates. 474, 477, 478,

485, 480, 487, 493, 495. 499, .504. Men -

lioHVd. 128, 102. 319. 377, 393.

SacUett, Nathaniel. ,355.

Sailcloth, 420.

Saint Francis ludluus. 401.
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Saint John's. 45 : exports to. 54 ; sur-

render. TO3. .•?(»: Indians. 401 ; pris-

oners. 41.''..

Salt, 235, 362. 464.

Saltonst.ail. Dudley. 443.

Saltpeter, for Army. 8.")
; manufacture.

80. 107, 290. 345. 349. 3.52. 3.55. 3(!9.

511; resolutions. 218; import. 253;

Virginia mine. 307.

Saltus, Samuel. 48.

Sanderson. Elijah. 28. 29.

Sansom. Murray and. :«)2. 3,53.

Saunderson. Samuel. 3.3.

Saville. George. 23.

Scammell. Alexander. 257.

Schlosser. George. 329.

Schuyler. Philip, a dclcpale from Xew
York. Credentials. 15; attends. 48;

elected major-general, 99 ; ordered

to Ticonderoga. 109 ; directions, 194

;

money, 237, 287 : clothes for Army,
317: committee of conference, 317.

,3.39. 3.50. 44(5. 450. 459. CommHtees:
Ammunition. 07 ; money to l)e

raised. 80 : saltpeter. 86 ; army
rules. 90 ; Indians. 93, 183. Letters,

123, 157n, 172?!. 186, 192, 246, 249,

254, 256, 279. 288, 295, 312, 317, 353,

389, 393, 414, 417, 424, 436. 443, 455,

466. Mentioned. 256. 284, 307.

Screven, James, 48. 242.

Sea Nymph. 364.

Seabury. Benjamin, 443.

Seamen, engagement, 392, 405; pay,

417, 427.

Sears, Isaac, 299, 300. 319, 330, 344.

Secrecy, .342.

Secret committee on powder, 253, 255,

280, 336.

Secretaries to generals. 94.

Sellick. . captain, 463, 467.

Sentinels, sleeping, 3.32.

Sergeant, pay. 220, 221.

Service, divine, 185. 192.

Sexton, ileshech, 267.

Shad (or Shed). William, 12, 260.

Shee, .lohn, 207, 423.

Sherburne, Nantucket, 421.

Sherman. Roger, a delegate from Con-
necticut. Attends. 11 ; credentials.

15: motion for committee of ac-

counts. 475. Committees: Militia.

106 ; New Iiami)shire instructions,

307; purchasing supplies. 31S; In-

dian treaty, ,3.50; Massachusetts pa-

pers, 3.56: frauds. .367: Nantucket,

440. DcbatCK. 471, 472. 473. 476. 484.

487. 489. Mentioned. 101, 236, 342.

Shinn. Buddel. 376.

Shipping agreement. Navy, 384.

Shirts, king's .stores. .306.

Shoemaker. Samuel. 52.

Shreve. Israel, .3.35.

Sickle. William, 316.

Silver for Canada, 279, 284, 287, 454,

467.

Simonds, Joseph, 32.

Simons and Henry. 315.

Sims. Joseph, 207.

Six Nations of Indians. 177, 251, 366.

Skene, John Philip, .376.

Skene, Philip, arrest, 82 ; committee,

82, 86; report, 86: sent to Con-

necticut, 108, 120, 290. 315.

Slops, sailors', 379.

Slough, Matthias, 265, a37.

Smith, Daniel, 315.

Smith, John, 32.

Smith, John, 242.

Smith. Jonathan Bayard. 42.3.

Smith. Matthew. 267.

Smith. Phineas, 32.

Smith, Richard, a delegate from New
Jersey. Attends, 11; credentials, 17;

clerk of assemblj', 397. Committees:

Claims, 262; Berton's jjetition, 428;

Sellick's petition, 46.3. Mentioned,

61, 161.

Smith, Thomas. 42.3.

Smith, Timothy, 34.

Smyth, John F. D.. 415.

Snow, Simeon, ,32.

Soldiers, arrest for debt. 417, 420, 459.

South Carolina, credentials, 20; weekly

post, 209 ; powder, 237 ; committee,

318, 310, 325.
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S[>eiicer, EIUiii, 438.

Spencer, Joseph, brigadier-general, 103.

Siwoner W., 405n.

Spoons, 2i)3.

Spring, S:uiiuel, M.
Stacy, .Tolin. 48.

Stansliury, — , 443.

Stearns, I'hineas, 32.

Steel, EpUriiim, 452.

Steel, Tbonjas, 40.

Stelu, Leonard. 27.3.

Stei)liens<>n. Hugh. 320, .329, 370.

Sterret. .rohn. .''.71.

Steven.s, Jolin, 48.

Stevens, Sanniel, 48.

Stewart. .Tames, 24C, 305.

Stewart, John, 48.

Stlckney, William, 29, 31.

Stiles, Edward, .3G4.

Stille, Rachel. 277, 310.

Stlllwell. Kkhard, Iti.

Stinies, Jasper, 329.

Stirling, Lord, colonel, 3.35; orders,

:'.7<i : letters. 40(;, 413, 415, 417, 443,

44.-., 4.'')(!, 4.59, 40.'>.

Stohel. Samuel, 3t>4.

Stockbridge Indians, 185, 401.

Stone, Gregory, .30.

Stone, .Tonas, jr., 32.

Stone. Thomas, « delrijatr from Mary-

luitd. Cretlentlals, 19, 245 ; attends.

44. Pcbatcn, 484, 489, 494, 497.

Mrntioned, l(i2.

Stone, , 27h, 28;i.

Stone, , captain, .395.

Stopford, Joseph, 402, 418.

Storekeepers, hospital, 210, 211.

Stores, commissary -general, 220; steal-

ing or wasting. 331 ; In encamp-

ment, :t.32.

Storm. Abraham. 329.

Stringer, Sanuiel, 249.

Stu.irt. .Vllan, 242.

StuliblelleUl, (ietirge, 346.

Stnrges, Jonathan, elected a delegate

from (.'onnectlcui, 15.

Sullivan, James, 28n.

Sullivan, John, a delegate from Xew
Hampuhlrc. Attends, 11; creden-

tials, 13 ; to notify and thank Duche,

12. 22; connnittee on Lee, 98;

elected brigadier-general, 103 ; men-

tioned, 2.')2.

Suiiihur, 219, 25.3, 297.

Suiibury. Pa., 208.

Surgeons, 210, 211, 416.

Syme, John, .340.

Symes, , lieutenant, 309, 317. 367.

Taarling, Peter, 241.

'I'abb, John, 340.

Talman, John. 16.

Taxes, 222.

Taylor. Eldad, 405n.

Taylor, James, 340.

Taylor, John, 405n.

Taylor, , 27n, 28n.

Tazewell, John, 19.

Tea, 235, 294, 298, :J53, 370, 389, 427,

455.

Telfair, Edward, 242.

Ten Broeck, Abraham, 10.

Tent cloth. 190, 258.

Thanks to officers, northern depart-

ment, .393, 424.

Thomas, John, brigadier-general, 103,

191.

Thomas, John, Jr., 16.

Thompson. David, 18.

Thompson. E., 252.

Thompson, William, 223,258.

Thomson. Charles, 0, 12, 239, 292n. 412.

Thornton. John, 280.

Thornton, Matthew, 252.

Tidd. lU'iijamln, 32.

Tidd. Samuel, .32.

Tidd, William, 32.

Ticonderoga, capture, 55, 70; stores,

50 ; troops, 74 ; garrison, 104 ;
pow-

der, 108; fortllicatlons. 45t>.

Tllghman. Matthew, a delegate from

ilaryland. Attends, 12; credentials,

19, 245 ; mentioned, 53, 102.

Tories, arrest of, 280.

Tracy, . 284.
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Trade, state of. 125; committee. 177;

report, 200. 202, 285. 2.''i,'5, 2.56, 2.')8.

259, 268, 275, 281, 286, 287, 291 ; re-

port, 292; considered, 301, 307, .•{08.

311. 312, 361; committee, 4.')5, 457.

4<>4. 477^ 490 ; Jay's report, 2(jS ; with

Indians. 366.

Transports. 428. 432, 4.37.

Treasurers, Continental, 212, 221, 223,

224, 252.

Treasury, Continental, state of, 328,

36!), 453, 457 ; In recftss, 427.

Tredwell. Thom.ns. 16.

Trenton. N. J., 272, 359, 424.

Trott, George, 399.

Trumbull. Joiiuthan. governor. 74. 95,

107, 108, no. 127. 248. 256, 2t!(!, 279.

304. 457.

Trumbull. Jonathan, jr., 212.

Trumbull, Joseph, 190. 2,-)7. 284. 299.

Tryon. William, 300.487.

Tryon County. N. Y., 466.

Tuckuiss. Robert, 207. 42.3.

Tudor, William. 221.

Tufts. Simon. 41.

Turtle Bay. New York, 296.

Two Sisters, 360n.

tinflnisbed busine.ss. 445, 454.

Usher and Henry, 309.

Valentine. Henry. .337.

\'anderbllt, John, 16.

A'aughan, Daniel. 443.

Vessels, armed, colonial. 189 : for in-

tercepting supplies. 277. 278. 280.

293, 401, 406, 417: equipping, 311,

316 ; purchased, 339 ; committee, 428

;

arms, 436; captured, 439.

Viles, Joel, 32.

Virginia, credentials of delegates, 19,

102, 242; boundary dispute with

Pennsylvania, 76 : rifle companies.

89; saltpeter. 307; defense, 344;

state of, 403, 455. 4G2. 403: letter

from committee of correspondence,

465.

Wade. Francis. 290.

Wagon master. 221.

Walker. John. 192.

Walker. Silas. 37.

Walker, Thomas, 251.

Walllns. .Toseiih. 297.

Walton, .\brahani. 16.

W.ilton, George, 193h. 242.

Walton. John. 242.

Ward. Artemas. 97, 174.

Ward. Henry. .50.

Ward, Samuel, a delegate from Rhode
Island. Attends. 50 ; credentials, 50.

Commiiteca: Powder. 2.55; Trum-
bull's memorial. 2.58; claims. 262;

New Hampshire instructions. .307

;

New York, 327; KIrkland. ;536; Vir-

ginia. 344 : Massachusetts papers. 356;

(lualiflcations of officers. 416. De-

hates. 472. 489. Mentioned. 57, 58,

59, &4. 66, 73. 75. 81. 83, 88, 89, 91,

93, 105, 124, 161, 195, 202, 203, 276,

291, 292, 294. 301. 302, 307, 308, 312,

361, 442. 444, 464.

Ward. Stephen. 16.

Warner, Elisha. 443.

Warner, Seth, 104. 447.

Warren. James, paymaster-general,

211. 405n.

Warren, Joseph. 25. 27, 44. 78.

Washington. George, a delegate from
Virginia. Attends. 12: credentials.

19. Committees: Fortifying New
York. .53 ; ammunition. 67 : money
to be raised, 80 ; army rules, 90.

Commander in Chief, 91, 92; com-

mission. 96 ; Congress pledges sup-

port, 97 ; Instructions, 100 ; queries,

102, 103; declaration for, 105, IOC,

140; officers, 191; Fenton, 255;

Thompson's accounts, 258 : commit-

tee of conference, 266, 270; inter-

cepting ve.ssels, 277n, 278. 293;

Nova Scotia expedition. 348 : Allen,

402. Letters, 190, 203, 246, 248, 253,

2.54, 255, 256. 261, 263, 264, 294, 302,

304, 313, 330, 352, 357, 360, 365, 368,
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371. 377, 393. ,3»4, 413. 425, 428, 432,

437. 439, 457, 405. Mentioned, 242,

300, 490.

Watklns, Benjamin, 346.

WatUins, .Toaeph, jr., 423.

Watson, Brooke, 424.

Watson, Jacob, 354.

Way. Pnrmenas, 48.

Weare, Meshech, 13.

Weaver, Tbouias, 443.

Webb, Charles, 2.%

Webb. George, 34(!.

Webb, William, 42.3.

Weitzell, Caspar, 272.

Wellington. Enoch, .32.

Wells. David Ames, 97h.

Wendall, John, 34.".

Wentworth, John. 13.

West. William. 2.54, 371.

West Iiitlies. defined, 239; exports to,

292, 308.

Westmoreland, Pa., memorial, 247.

Wharton. Carpenter. 419.

Wharton, Charles, 349.

Wharton, James, 423.

Wheat, e.x[X)rts, 264.

Wheeler, Francis, 37.

Wheeler. Teter, 37.

Wheolock, Kleazer, 17(;.

Whctcomb. John. 4().");i.

Whipple. Abraham, .!90, 408, 443.

White. 1!.. 405n.

White Kyes. cajitaln, 433.

Whitehead, James, 260.

Whitehead, John, .36.

Willard. Thomas Kice, 29.

Williams, William, 15.

Williams. Zebulon, 10.

Willing, Thomas, a delegate from
I'liiimiilrania. .Vttends, 12; creden

tlals, 18, .327; to notify Du.he, 12,

22. Cmiiinittecu: Posts, 71 ; pow
der, 2.'i5, 473; Trumbuli's memorial

2.'JS; trade, 2.V.I; woolens. 260

claims, 262 ; secret wmimittee, 426,

lUlatrn. 471, 472, 474, 475, 476, 477

478, 4,s-. 488. Mentioned, 52. 71, 281

396.

Wilson, James, a delegate from Penn-

sylrariia. Credentials, 18, .327; at-

tends, 48. Committees: Massachu-

setts letter, 79; address to Jamaica,

80; Indians, 93; printing bills of

credit, lOG; Indian (middle) de-

partment, 183; tent cloth, 190, 194;

treasurers' Ixmd, 212 ; Virginia, 344

;

ministerial i)roclamations, 353 ; cap-

tures in Canada, .3.08 ; Indian trade.

366; thanks to officers. :?93; arrest

of soldiers for debt. 417. Letters. 246,

251, 259, 262, 283.

Winds. William, lieutenant-colonel,

.335.

Winn. John, 48.

Winship, John, 33.

Winship, Simon, 30.

Winship. Thomas. .32.

Wisner. Hcnrj-, a delegate from .Veio

Ynrk. Credentials. 15 ; attends, 48 ;

committee on saltpeter, 296. Men-
tiuned. 161, 315, 328, 432, 438.

Wister, Miles and, 272, 329.

\\'olcott, Oliver, 183,

Woolens, 260, 269, 293.

Wood, Sacheveral, 462.

^\ood for officers, 441.

Woodhull. Nathaniel, 16.

Wooster, David. brigadier-general,

1113; mentioned, 123, 186, 256, 282.

Wright, Ambrose, 242.

\\'right, James, governor, 185.

Wyman, James, 32.

Wyoming. Pa., 321. 336, 435, 439.

Wythe, George, a delegate from Vir-

ginia. Notes on Franklin's confeiler-

utlon. 199;i ; creilentials, 243. Com-

mittees: Hostilities, 299; saltpeter,

311; Klrkland. IVAr,; liuliun treaty,

.350; captures in Canada, 358; re-

fusal to receive bills of crtKlit, .368;

CoiuiecticutPennsylvania dispute,

.377; Journals, :{93 ; New Jersey as-

sembly, 404 ; Schuyler's letter, 419.

4.59; Indians. 444; New York, 463;

Washington's letter, 40<i. Debates,

•l.s;!. IIM. 197, .500.
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Yates, Abraham, jr., IG.

York, Pa., 404.

Young, Isaac, 242.

Youiit:. William. 242.

Younkman, Ellas, 272.

Zuhly, D., jr., 242.

Zutily, .Tohn Joaclilm, a delegate frfim

Oeoryia. Credentials, 193)», 240

;

committee on claims, 2('i2. Debates,

472, 474. 478, 481, 482, 483, 48G, 488,

490, 493, 490, 497, 499, 504.
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